Sdydpfers der heutigen, von weiten Rreifen
getragenen englifdien Sdyriftbewegung, ift der
auch auf diefem Gebiet bahnbrediende William
Aorris, 18 34-1896, 3u betradyten, der fid) {dhon
in den 70¢er Jabren mit dem Studium alter Hand-
{dhriften befdydftigte und deven Tedynik wie bei
allen von ihm 3u neuem Leben erwedkten alten
Riinften praktifdy ecprobte. Es exifticren ver{dyie-
dene auf Pergament gefdyrichene Biidyer feiner
Pand; darunter cin Witgil und Jwei Fafflungen
des Mmar RKhajam. Edward John(ton, 1872 ge-
boren, war utfpriinglidy Student der Aledizin,
wurde aber durd) fFreunde in den Aoctis{den
Rreis cingefiibrt und wandte fidh nunmehr aus-
[hlicplidh dbem Studium alter Kand{dyrifien 3u,
um in die Grundlagen ihrer JFformgeftaltung und
Tedhnik einzudringen. Jbhn feffelten vornehmlidh
die alten romifdyen Elnzialen und Galbunsialen,
die auf Reeifen und Teilfteichen derfelben beruben
und dadurd) ver verftandesmifigen €rfaffung
jugdnglidy find; dabei find diefe Rreisftriche, um
[ebendig 3u witken, nur durch gans beftimmte
thythmifdie Bewegungen der Hand 3u erziclen
und ftellen fomit den Znterfdyied swifchen Sdhrift-
jug und geseidynetem Stridh gans [dharf heraus.
Im klar su machen, wie ent{cheidend Ddies war,
mddte id) bacan erinnern, daf €Ende des 19, Jahr-
hunderts die fogenannte kiinjtlerifdye Sdeift, ob-
wohl fic ucfpringlidy auf eine durdy die JFeder
entftandene jForm juriickgeht, ftets geseidynet und
ausgefilt, beftenfalls mit dem Pinfel nacygemalt
wurde und dadurdy cinen verfal{dhten und leblofen
Charakter annahm. Jobhnfton benutste 3u feinen

ﬂla Dorlaufer Jobnftons, des Daters und

(Ehwam Jobnston has been Ddescribed as the
fFather of modern calligrapby, whose teadying
and example had inspired a host of others not
only in England but abroad. is precursor is
that great pioneer in the domain of Arts and
Crafts - William Alorris - who began to study
the handbwtiting of old ARSS. as far badk as the
middle of last century and then tried to put into
practice all he had learnt from them. (e wrote
geoeral illuminated books, among them a Wicgil
and two copies of Omar Khagyam.

Adr. Johnston was originally a medical student.
(e was brought into toud) with Alorris and his
friends through Sir William Ridymond, the pain-
ter, and became interested inhandwriting and took
up the study of old manuscripts at the British
Aluscum in order to master ancient letter forms
and their tedynique. The old Roman Zlncials
anbd half-uncials especially attracted him. Their
rounded forms consist for the greater part of semi-
ciccular strokes. They are therefore casy to ana-
lyse. TIn order to adyicoe their strongly macked
thythmic appeatance these ciccular strokes haoe
to be made with a certain swing and so demon-
strate very clearly the fundamental diffevence
between a written stroke and a catefully drawn
line. Lhis 18 particulacly important when it is
realised that at the end of last century so-called
actistic lettering was neoer written. ‘Lhe letter
forms, originally cooloed by the use of the pen
weee either drawn in outline and filled in or at
best painted with a brush and therefore ladied
neatly always the vigour and sharpness darac-
teristic of penstrokes. AQr. Johnston mabde his
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