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the prologue of the Ploenissae, and coldly recites the horrors of
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her past life—adding that Oedipus has been imprisoned by his
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sons, ‘in order that his fate might be forgotten—for it needs

much art to hide it’.'! The lIocasta of 5"|1"1!' cles rushes from the

scene. not to re-appear. at the moment when she finds ULL"-hI“LH
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In the truth and power of this touch, Sophoc
any later dramatist, has managed this
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situation so as to express with a similar union ot delicacv ant
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strength the desperate anguish of a woman whom fate has
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1) Seneca had no ‘Oedipus at Colonus’ in view. He was

at part of the legend according to which
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edipus was expelled from Thebes by Eteocles and Polyneices,

and can therefore close his play by making Oedipus go forth

The closeness with w

LT

: - | - . P—— " i e 2 A = “ -
1ich Seneca has studied Sophocles Seneca’
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can be judged from several passages®, It is instructive to notice & ;o5 2

that, while Seneca has invented rhetorical ornament (as in the :
opening dialogue, 1I—105, and the Nekyia, 530—568), he has not
known how to vary the natural development of the action. He has :
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phocles into the smallest compass;

and hence, notwithstandine the rhetorical [']'J!..HI'.E[L'_":‘. the whole
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more than an hour and a half in representation. Seneca is
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. LIe eNne 1n which Wedipus upbraids Creon (Sen, "'L_' !‘_‘!—,"D”“. cp. F‘Il,';-i!..

1e questioning of locasta by Oedipus (Sen. 773—783, cp. Soph. 740—
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