INTRODUCTION. XXXIX

n alabaster urns of the second centurv B . two Troijan envovs.
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him to follow
them, while on his right hand are Odysseus and Diomedes,
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an attitude of remonstrance: or Philoctetes, in acute pain.

on the left hand of Philoctetes. are invitino
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1S tended by Odvsseus. while Diomedes
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at the sufterers back.

quiver’. Nor has Sophocles been neglected
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Odysseus instructing Neoptolemus appears on a marble medal-

the nrst or second century A.D.; and a sarcophagus® of
the same period shows the moment when Odysseus starts for-
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ward to PICVCIIL his INOre ZEnerous comrade from restoringe the
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Its despairing master (v. g74).
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shrine of Chryse. This incident, like the personality of
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[ HNIysc NErsell, 1s 1eit indistinct ])} the allusions in the pPo€t s lext;
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and such indistinctness,—easily tolerated by ancient audiences in ]
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lodern readers grasp of the story. It is therefore interesting
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Lo know how the whole scene was conceived bv a Greek artist
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nearly contemporary with Sophocles. The painting occurs on
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4 round wine-jar (eTaurvos), found at Caere in southern Etruria,
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which it is assigned is about 400 B.«
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[ he place is the sacred precinct of Chryse—*the roofless
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sanctuary ” of which Sophocles speaks—in the island of the
same name, near the eastern coast of Lemnos. Philoctetes,
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who has just been bitten in the foot by the snake, is lyine
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on the ground, overcome by pain, and crying aloud, as the
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Now in the Vatican Library. Milani, p. gr.
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Now in the garden of the Villa Gherardesca at Florence. J/b. pp. g2 1l.
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Wir filhren Wissen,



