INTRODUCTIOMN. X1
enumerated by the Chorus in the Hercules Furens ]‘".111'E£niu‘-.u~"

-
1 play of which the date may be placed about 421- 416 B.C.

Neither ’.:..ut knows any 11. ces. outside of Peloponnesus, except
Crete and Thrace: nor does either list recognise any of those

later '."."!.R'EEH in which Heracles symbolises the struggles of Argos
with Sparta. In both lists the journey to the Hesperides has
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lost its oricinal meaning,—the attainment of immortality,- SINC

*

it precedes the capture of Cerberus. These are some reasons
for thinking that a c'}'r‘:a_f of twelve labours had become fixed in
U-.urikm lu-_':-:wl ong before the fifth century B.c¢2 The Dorians
Arcolis were those among whom it first took shape, as the

scenes of the labours .uh-.r-;.'. But nothing i1s known as to the

o
form in which it first became current.
One thing, however, is plain. Although the twelve tasks ar

more or less independent of each other, the series has the unity
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of a ninrgiu 1dea. Heracles is the LL:*T]WW}'U1'1I1 pESLs o1l land and
sea. the saviour of Argolis first and then the champion of
humanity, the strong man who secures peace to the husbandman
and an open Emtfe to the sailor: with his club and his bow, he
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acainst armed warriors, or monsters of superhuman
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