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Coservalions en the Red Sea and Mediterrancan. By ARTHUR ANDERSON,
amith, Elder & Co., Cornhill.
» world has, for mam
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directed to the degipn first sketched out by N pal 01 Buonazparte, of
connecting the Red Sea with the Mediterranean, by means of a Nayi=
gable eanal, and many endeavours have been used to influence the
Pasha of Egypt to undertuke the task single-handed: but engaged in
!'I'-'”.'.i':ll"!! and r_":~:|‘".‘||.-:i'.'|‘ WIS, wliileh ||-.::| 1|:-_' a'lllli'l'[ |,|r' lilll.-l;l.|1|=|.r
many of the most fertile provinces of his dominions, and the crippled
stuie of his finances, have precluded the possibility of his "IIE:I'_-]:.I.I'--' in
his maguificent undertaking, however really desirous he may have been
to compass this ambitious projeet. Since the cessation of war, with
the loss of Syria, his sources of revenue have suffered a still farther
diminution, being now barely £4,000,000 sterling per annum: and we
Elr-llt’_‘wr--lr'::rn not surprised to hear, that within this few weeks prast,
he has wholly abandoned all ideas of earrying it out in person: but, af
the same time, expresses bis wish that the project should be taken up
by European eapitalists, who, provided his interests are duly copsi-
"-_""‘i'u will receive from him all the necessary assistance and protecs-
ton,  Urged on by this consideration, the desire to shorten the dis-
tance between Gireat Britain and her immense territorial possessions
in the East, and to facilitate commerce, seversl projects have from
|I|_|I-.=I.tu fime I:-l---l_: put forward 1'-:[..'I..I. view of engaging the attention
of the British Guvernment and of the monied classes, emulous to
employ their capital in all important undertakings of acknowledged
II-‘:I|J‘:_'.' and likely to prove profitable. A very excellent article in the
.llr"-"."-: T and fé.‘.‘-.',-'-"t;l"'.l_,' Fi PR, lias heen t.Llli.:.l'-'l.'l:'E] bv two able ;|;|;||I|:|}.~|;.i
Just publizhed, one of them by Mr. Anderson, the other by Captain
James Veteh., It is not our intention, however, to follow either of
these writers through their several stutements, but merely to remove
BOINE Brroneous iJII|i.Tl"-'~'~'.5I?H‘.‘- entertained by all of them, and to give a
general idea of the question under copsiderution, with nu;‘% own
opimons thereon,

.- Pelusium, from whence it is proposed to conduet the canal, lays a
|1I-‘|I-.=.- to the east of the Pelusiac branch, and, according to ."~.~[r-.|l_u:-r
about two and a half miles from the sea; its circumference mea-
sured the same distance, and it was guarded not only by massive
'-'-il't-‘i|.|-l-f- also by extensive morasses on every side’ h'-:illg situ-
ated in the midst of a naked level, between the sand desert piss-
Ing 1nto syria, the sea, and the morasses, which now form a part of
the lake Mansaleh. Its ruins may pow be seen about two miles from
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ing gained seven miles and a half upon the Medi-
terranean since that period.
giderable mapnitude in those daye, islittle more than a wide stream
of mud as 1t erosses the arid plain from the lake Mansaleh to the sea.
Om its bunks stands the fortress of Tineb, built by the Turks, and =aid
o e a Eli..l.:‘.:': of considerable :u'rl_":'uglh. This branch of the Nile is
now known as the Capal of Aba Muanejji; it is the second branch
issuing from the Damietta arm, which it leaves at abowt sizx miles
below Cairo: it then passes by Bibers and Tell Bastah (Bubastes) and
at length enters the sea, mueh contracted in width, und almost choked

up with mud.
The lake El Mansaleh is formed in the low lands near the sea, which
extend from the Pelusine brapch nearly to the Rosetta branch. It
) passed

Ashmin-erroimmman, which forme
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through the territory of El Mansaleh, and then branched out into two
and the sther, maki Tig I--"||:!.I
its upiform depth; 1s
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{ which ran northward,
like of Tenn
thought to be the Mendesian arm of the Nile ; and the
has been considered the Tanitie branch. * This luke,™
Sicard, * begins half-league to the eastward of Damiettn, and ends ut
the custle of Tinel, anciently Pelusium. [t is twenty-twe leagues in
' . and five or broad Trom north to south. Its
nottom 18 muddy and full of weeds, It is seldom more thun five feet

amd is .--"}.l irated from the sea by a strip of sand, at most a l-*.lgll-'.'.
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eigih from east to west,
-|-=J.'|'|, .
in width; it communicates with the sea by three mouths, that of
Tineh the easternmost, Omm-ne-ferrej, and Dibel, In summer, during
the inundation, its waters are sweaet, during the rest of the year they
are salt. This lake contains many i<lands, most of them uncultivated,
those of Matareyveh near Bl Mansaleh are the most populous: two
others are covered with the ruins of ancient cities. The bed of tiis
lake is several feet below the level of both seas, the depth of mud and
sand being very considerable ; the original bed on which they rest
being compact gravel, and ealcareons matter, similur to the gegeral
[ormutions of l'::_l.r_l.*;-t. The Pelusiae branch whas copsidered thie most
important ope, being denominated the key and strength of Egvpt.
Nechos, the son of Psammetichus, and the Pharaoh Necho of Serip-
ture, was the first who "”""”l"“":- Lo open & commuoieation between
the Nile and the Red Ses, which Darfos, King of Persia, after-
wirds continned to the bitter lakes, from thence it is said to have
been carried to the Red Sea by J"!J.-I-*ull'; Pllii.lﬂ.!:’n::'lpl-'i-' it commeneed
from the Pelusiue branch, and extended as far as Arsivoe, now called
Aggeroud, or Ajeroud : the length of this capal, says Herodotus, is
equal to four days’ voyage, and it is wide enough to admit four tiremes
abreast: the water eoters it from the Nile, a little above the city
Bubastez § it terminated in the Red Sea, vot far from Patumos, an
Arabian town. In the prosecation of this work onder Neches, it is

said that one hundred thowsand J-;}_-:_’-':.-!;_.-'..w Pt righed, wor is this to be
wondered at, when we consider the baneful and pestilentisl marshes

through which it had to be carried, and the inevitable long exposure
to the nightly dews, and burning heat by day, to which the workmen
were alternately subjected: this writer says, " Darius carried on the
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