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MODERN HOSPITALS #
By T. Rocer Saure, F.R.I.B.A.
( Witk Fngravings.)

TuE subjeet of hospitals is one well deserving the attention
alike of students and practitioners of architecture, espeeinlly
as an instanee of special adaptation 1o o distinet purpose.  As
an exhibition of the complete subordination of o structure to
its intended aim, a modern hospital is at least as valuable
an example as any building that could be selected,

There are in addition, one or two collateral considerations
'r'l-l:'_l'll l'ill!ll‘;lll.fl‘ [ER] ||:| "-E|||Il‘r'-|l il ]|--.~c;-;'r.‘t1 A8 - .-'II.:!!-Iil."i'I -r.-r'
-’~HI-'[].'- [t is an |']|'_==_L||-]|I|I1.' modern bui ding. It holds oui
before its architect’s eyes a penalty against ignorance and
carelessness, and a preminm for knowledee and skill of a
araver character than almost any other work : liuman life ig
staked upon the issue of cur efforts when we are planning
hospitals.  And thiz branch of architectural work is one in
which the student ean hardly fail to be at some time practically
engaged, and which, therefore, he may well desire to study be-
forehand from personal motives. On each of these preliminary
heads I will offer one or two observations.

In zpeaking of a hospital as an eminently perfect example of
adaptation in arrangement to special ends. 1 revert to the sub-
ject which I had first thought of selecting for consideration,
not so much beeause it is one speeially overlooked or requiring
to be, more than others, forced into notice, but hecause of its
singular interest and value.  Bul speeial adaptation seemed so
wide a subject, and to require to so large an extent to be illus-
trated by example, that it appeared to be hest to proceed at
onee to the consideration of some one capital example ; so that
the process of pointing out requirements, and how they are

met, m oone ease, might serve to show prettv clearly how all
buildings have to be considered by the thouchtful architect, at
least as far as their requirements and his contrivances for
meeting them go. As examples of msthetic design, most
modern hospitals still Ieave room for improvement,

The peculiarly modern character of hospitals is worthy of a
moment’s notice.  While examples of many elaszes of strue-
ture suwited to our modern Wiys, gueh as, for i]]:-;|:|||;-g-, ]'||'-|::.~,|-:41
baths, theatres, and even places of worship, abound in the
remamns of classiec times, I know of no Greek or Roman hos-
Pii.-a]. And if the public and gratuitous eare of the sick poor
pe a teature of Christinn times and manners, the apphiances
available, and the extent of relief afforded, nre at the present
day far in excess of those existing in any previous time : onr
medical skill and seience are greater than those of the middle
or early modern ages, and our public benevolence is more
active, and has more elaimants than ever before could have
been relieved. Thus the simple and modest imfirmary of a
monaslery is no example to ns as to scale, and the vast estn-
blishments of the 16th and 17th ecenturies are not very vali-
able to us as specimens of arrangement and detail, We
therefore, shall have to abandon the historic method. We
are freating of aliving and a modern art in considering the art
of hospital building, and it will be to the most recent, rather
than to the most venerable examples, that T shall have to direct
attention as being the most approved. And I may here say
that T have found the great range of the subject prevents my
referring as fully as I should like to examples not the most
recent or the most fashionable. There 15 much to state ahout
them full of interest; but after going over the main features
of a hiospital on the modern pavilion plan, this paper will have
been sufliviently extended, and therefore T have L'i'l buildings
on a different plan almost entirely unpoticed. -

Reverting to the stimulus :Lilinnh*cﬁw the important interests
at stake ; the high, the justly high, value set on human life in
the present day givesa !'jr!tl'Ll'{'Il.l'_‘."iTI'I]‘.Iﬂ]'r:'I.T!II'{' to hospital arrange-
ment. It is uirmu]utvlj certain that if a hundred patients were
treated in an ill-contrived hospital, and the same number were
treated at the same time in & thoroughly good hospital, more,
probably considerably more, would die in the bad building
than in the good one; and of those who lived, a larger propor-
tion would Tinger or recover slowly in the first than in the
second. :

I cannot give what would be a fair ruess at relative numbers ;
but place them at the very lowest, and say that, by good plan-
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ning, oie life might be saved in each hundred, and one week's
illness saved on the averaze to each patient, and you have an
ineentive beyond any other that T ean Imagite in importance
and weight to our lnbour and =-T.1L:i:.-.

Tmagine an architect at thirty rebnilding one hospital, only
one, and o VOry small as er]i:.' tp recerve gduring a whole v
one hundred patients—and consider if myv figures were justi-
fied by the results of his eare and skill, or the reverse—what a
ll”[l]*}' subject for recollection, what a rich possession it would
be for him, if he lived to the age of seventy, to think of forty
human lives saved, and four thousand weeks—or more than
sevenbiy-five yeari—of luman suffering saved through his instrue
mentality, through his having thoroughly knownand fully done
hig duty ! What a heavy weicht, on the other hand, it would
be to know that, through cavelessness, inattention, and igno-
ance, he had so failed in his hospital as to be responsible for
this addition to man’s misery—to know that this vast mass of
preventible human suffering had been endured. this large
number of saveable human lives had been lost. within his life-
time only, by his fault. Truly T know of no architectural
work where the responsibility of the architect is more heavy
than it is in this.

The responsibility—the solemn weight of which T have
endeavoured to indieate—is Jil:r-l"_r, I may say sure to fall upon
some at least, perhaps upon many, of those whom this paper
will reach. Upon us or some of us the works of the L'ti-tr'r
half of this century will in part, perhaps in no small part,
devolve, The works exeented during the next twenty years
will be not ineonsiderably influenced by the healthy state and
constant progress of the Architectural Association during the
past ten years. Some ofus will have to take the responsibility
of future hospitals, small or large ; others will have to assist
i the planning of such buildings, many of us will have to do
both. It is then well worth our while to prepare to some
extent for such a possibility, to gain at least the rodiments
of the necessary information, and to acquaint ourselves befors
hand as to the books, and as to the besi examples from the
study of which we may eomplete our knowledge.

It will be well, if' at the outset, we endeavour to form a
distinet idea of what a hospital is expected to be, and to pri-
vide. We all know that itis a place where the sick and injured
are taken for medieal care, :‘111{5 beyond that, in some cases at
least, onr notions may be indetinite,

Now thosze who may have hadthe painful experience of having
some member of their family lying sick with serious illness or
acetdent, may recollect how much commotion and disturbance
m the honse was oceasioned. The patient perhaps was moved to
an unusnal room for the sake of more air, or quiet, or a warmer
aspect. Greattrouble wastakentokeep the housequiet: perhnps
the young children were sent away altogether. Hxpedients
were tried to keep the room aired; perhaps great difficulty was
experienced with a hot bath or an air bed. Persons were
sitting up with the invalid night and day, and there was much
occupation out of the sick room, when the patient became able to
take nourishment, in preparing supplies of lizht suitable food ;
or if it were an accident, there was constant oceupation with
poultices, dressings, bandages, and the like. _

Now all these things make the difference between life and
death in the case of o person suffering from illness, and care
such I have described cannot be given in the honses or lodgings
of the very poor; the resources of those of the middle classes
who are able to live i roomy houses surrounded with much
comfort are often overtasked at times with great sickness: and
the poor cannot possibly supply all that is needed for grave
sickness. It is, therefore, really essential that thevy shonld

have somewhere to go. On the other hand it is equilly

pgsential that the place where the sick poor are received should
be eapable of affording them all these material things which 1
have described as being so needed by invalids—air, airy rooms,
quiet, constant attendance, requisite food, medicines, appliances,
&ee.—and thuos we begin to understand that our hospital 15 #
complex institution, that it must provide not only room for the
sick, but convenience for every imaginable thing they can
want. _

Apain, among the greatest necessities of any uulmpp}.'
inmh-'.’: is good doctoring, and even the rich feel the expense
heavy of professional fees in a case of serions or prolonged
illness. The poor in an hospital receive gratuitonsly the
advice of the foremost of our medical men, who not ';.i'ilij' attend
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