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A NEW (OLONIAL POLICY.

The impossibility of making a silk puree onk of
@ sow's ear has long been proverbial and it has
not token lomg to prove that the respongibilitias
of offiee have not had the effect, so ardently
detired, of lessening the exubernnee of Mr. Winston
Churchill. His stntement, made in the early daye
of the Liberal teinmph, that he had aecapted the
Under Becretaryship of the Colonies chiefly with a
view to keeping his eye on My, Chamberlain, was
accepted with a tolerant amile by friend and foe
alike; his supporters imagining that he would find
sufficient work to do in the department he was o
represent in the Howse of Commons to make it
necessary for him to eonfine his  transcendunt
abilities to somewhnt more enreful, if leas eongenial,
occupations, while his opponenis had no resson to
doubt that it would be Mr. Chamberlain who, in
the interests of the English in South Afrien, would
continue o keep his eye on Mr, Churchill, who
wag never In the least likely to equal the et
tation of hie grest predecessor at the Colonial
offics, or to attain the same knowledge of Colonial
affairs, Mr. Churchill's first speech as TAPFEEET-
tative of the Colonial department in the Lower
House, went far to [Justify any favorable anti-
aipations that may have been held as to the
sobering influence of responsibility. With, for him,
A wonderful moderation he explained the poliey
of the New OGovernment with regard to South
Afviea, and even whittled down the nastarelongs
chorge of “slavery on the rand” by winploying
the, by now, histovie definition of a “terminologion]
inexactitude™, Hia Chief in the Colonial deparg.
ment want even forther, and regretted that the
word “slavery™ had ever been used to deseribe
the conditions of indentured labour in South Afriea,
but, thie withdrawal of a charge which had been
g0 naeful ot the gencral election, had been little to
the taste of the egregious Mr. Byles and the more
fanatic members of the Liberal Party. Mre. Cliue-
¢hill, even in the days when he fought wild birds
Gh hie escape from Pretorin, has always heen in
the Labit of playing to the gallery, and in the
latter part of Inet week he made a epeech in
the Houee, as remarkable for its utter Inek of
taste ws for the extravagance of its proposals,
Stated briefly, its purport wos, that although the
Government ntended to econfer o constitution amd
self-government on the new South Afriean colonies,
and that, too, as rapidly as possible, yet they pro-
poged to retaim o vebo if the new Tranevanl Govern-
ment intended to keep up the Chinese coolie system
on the Ramd. This spesch, as was only to be ex.
pected, has valsed o perfect storm in South Africa
among the people chiefly concerned, The Jolainis-
hiry Sfar publishes a letter from one of the most
distinguished Africander lawyers in the Transvaal,
in which he points out that My, Chorehill"s state.
ments, if they mean anything, can only mesn that
in apite of a eonatilution having been gramted to
the New Colonies, the wishes of the Transvaal,
if they happen to run counter to the opinions of
a political party in England, may be thwarted by
the wse of the Imperial Vetn, which bas always,
hitherts, been reserved by tradition to questions
affecting the rights of other British subjecis or the
relations of the Empire to Foreign powers. To
neither of these categories does the question of the
employment of Chinese labonr belong, and Mr.
Churehill is establishing s dangerous precadent if
he is gerious in affirming the right of the politieal
majority at home, for the time being, to veto any
proposal made by self-governing colonies; if self-
government is to be granted to the Trapsvaal at
all, it must be real, not sham, and if the Govern-
ment ones  begin to interposs their weto on di-
mestie legislation in the new Colonies, there iz noth-
ing to prevent them atbempting the snme indefensible
and dispstrous polisy in dealing with Canada and
Australin; and that way separation lies. F_‘m‘ (iTH
aame man could doubt for & moment that, if any
English Government were to returm to the ill-
starred poliey of a Lord North, the ties which bind
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the wreat British colonfes to the Mother Country
would vanish as snow before the sun, With tha
gingle exception mentioned, when Lord North hasten.
ed on the separation of the American Colonies
from Englond, the policy of British ministers fo-
wards the ¢olonies hag alwaye tended to absolute non-
interference, aml though probably muel of Aunstrn-
lian legielation of recont years has been little to
the taste of the party who have so long held offics
in England, neither Lord Salisbury nor Mr, Balfour
ever dreamed of interlfering, by exercising the Imper-
lal Veto on legislation which merely eoncerned the
Australinns themselves, The ehief Government organ
in the Press complacently denies thot there s wny
danger of a serious confliet between the Colonies
and the Imperial Government, stating that the
Tromsvaal need have no fear that a Liberal Govern.
ment will ever be false to those liberal principles
on which our free Empire has been built up.  But
ag one of the chief of those principles hos always
been, that by self-government i3 meant all that the
term fmplies, this complocency ia somewhat diffi-
eult to share, nor is it very likely to be induced
by the petulant letter which Mr. Churchill has ad-
dressed to the Press, attributing to the pessimistic
utteranees of Mr, Chamberlain and Mr. Balfour
the ominous fall that hes been taking place in
South Afriean securities.  Most people, we ima-
gine, would net have been surprised if  this
gratuitously insulting epistle had  besn  left  to
answer iteelf, but Mr. Chamberlain hae thought fit
to reply to it, and while profersing himself un-
concerned with Mr, Churchill in his new character
a6 & paolifical Mr. Turveydrop and professor of
Parliamentary deportment, points out thot the new
pelicy, anmounced by the Qovernment’s represen-
tative, ¢an only mean that self-government, as de-
fined by the new Premier menns that o self-govern-
ing eolony must submit all ite proposed legislation
to Downing Streat, and If it s found not to be in
feeordance with the views of 1he party which for
the moment the Premicr, wishes to b eoneiliated,
the Imperial Veto is to be unsparingly used. It is
certalnly to be hoped that Lord Elgin will inter-
fere and endeavour to modernte the transports of
his solf-opinionated lisutenant, Tor if Mr. Clinreliill’s
policy with regard to the Colonies were to be really
earried out, it is folerably plain that in o com-
paratively short time there would be no Colonies Lo
npply it to. The applieation of thao Imperinl Vetbo
te domestic Colonial legislation s unprecedented
and  unconstitutionnl, and there ocan be no reason
to believe that the Colondes, cither old or new,
will put up with it for o moment.

THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE MURDER OF (ZAR
ALEXANDER 11.

With reference to the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the aesnssination of Alexander 11, Dr. Otto
Schmelzer eontributes some interesting  personal
experiences to the Dresdier Amzeiger,

“On the morning of the 13th of March 1881, the
diotator Loris Melikow vode into the Winter Palace
in order to restrain the Emperor from taking his
usual drive. The imprisoned Nihilist Goldenbery
had made a full confession, and the Governiment
wore in pogsession of the plans of the eonspirators
and knew thut a new attompt against the Czar's
life had been planoed and prepared. Loris Meli-
kow was able further to inform the Czar that they
had been sueceessful in capturing the ringleader of
the econspivacy, Shaljabow. This news was preg-
nant with fate for the Czar. Tt stilled his anxiety
an for that, in spite of sll warnings, he proceeded
to the parade in the Museelmanége, The Emperor
drove with a full eseort; in front of his earriage
rode Cossacks, behind it were more Cossacks, and
the eledges of the Minister of Police and an officer
of the Gendarmerie. The Emperor reached the
Manége uninjured, reviewed the troops and then
drove to the house of the Geand Duchess Kntharing
Michailowna, where he took luncheon. There he
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remained about an houwr, and then ones more
entered the earringe to return to the Winter Palyes
the same way by which he had eome By the
8t. Catharine's Canal fate overtook him.

At 215 p. m. two dotonations were heard in rapid
succession, a3 lond a8 eannon shota; but it was only
in the neighbourhood of St. Catharine’s Canal that
consternation wae econsed, and comparatively few
people. ran in the direction from which the sound
came.  The first bomb was thrown by a Viling peas-
ant scaveely twenty years old, named Ryssanow:
it fell a little short, and though eausing considerabl +
injury to the Emperor's earriage the Emparar him-
#ell remained uninjured. Pale as death the Emperor
alighted from his carringe, walked with a firimn stap
up to the eriminal, spoke a fow unintelligible words,
and then returned to his earriage. But he hod only
taken a few atops when @ man stepped towardsa lim
and raised his arm without being hindered by those
surrounding the Emperor. The lntter evidently
reecgniead hie danger, for he made the sign of the
Cross, and at the same moment the second bomb
fell. When the smoke eleaved away the Emperaor
wig seen lying by the Canal railings in a pool of
blood.  Bleod wae running down from his head,
and wag pouring from the lower part of his
body, and his two lege had been torn off juet
below the knee

The Emperor was earried to the Winter Palaces,
and &t 3.30 the flag on s summit floated down
to half mast Whether the Cear really lingered rill
then In agonising pain, or whether ho died on the
way back to the cnstle we will not question: but
for the people it was necessary that priests should
stand at the side of the dying monareh,

At midday the weather had boen bright, but
then o terrible snow-storm set in and n eold north-
east wind swept through the broad sguare in fromt
of the Winter Palace where, in the meanwhile, about
a thouwsand people had eollected, who, for Heaven
kmows what remson, were scatlered by Cossacks.
When the news of the murder spread abroad into
the town, the populace were ssized with a frightful
pinic, the streets emptied quickly, and the town
on the Neva soon became deserted, dumb. and un-
eanny. The Police sent all the eabs home, closed
the railway stations and telegraph offices, and
shut the reslaurants. Even the Hotel-keopers weve
ordered only to receive strangers who were ar-
riving. The conspirators, s transpived later, eele-
brated the suceess of their deed of blood in the
evenlng with champagne in the conspirators’ quar-
ter, in one of the side-atrests off the great Sabal-
koweki-prospact.

Un the following day the streets were bright
and animated. Officers were dviving in full uni-
form to take the oath of allegionee; but the
erowds were looking on at the spectacls, with the
expresgion of anxiety and consternation on  all
facies. The newspaper reports which were aagar-
Iy devoured, romours which passed from mouth to
mouth with lightning speed, the incidentz which
occured  when the police made an  arrest, the
consequence of which one could not  foretell,
increased the general anxisty. As early as
this first day it was perfectly clear that the
Emperor in any ocage had been doomed, and
evem if the second bomb had sparved him, it
was known that no protection could be expescted
from the Bt Petersburg police, sither prablie op
secrvet, this police whose helplessness, cowardicns,
incapacity and deplorable ocondition was forced
to appear the more extraordinary since they had
been informed not only of the ohjest of the attempi,
but in part of the people who had planned it
In faet the general feeling was that men wore
standing on a wvoleano: it was romoured that
all bridges were undermined,  that mines had
been laid at the Winter Palace, at the Anitachkow
FPulace of the their apparent and new Emperor,
and at the barrscks to prevent the interposition
of the military. Tt was indeed a boundless anx-
iety that possessed the populace, and it re-
ached its height when a mine was discovered in
i cheesmonger's shop in the little Shadowaja, whiah
according to the testimony of experts was sufficient
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