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If‘;:lrml of 10,000 Marks should be made o the sl
wore from the eruption of Vesuviue, and entered
in this year's muonlcipal accounts

THE HAMBURG LAROUR DISPUTES.

Hawmfurg, May 8.

The central lock-out committes of the dockyvard
employera has addressed a letter to the General
Dvirector, Herr Ballin, asking the intentions of the
employers ae to allowing the men to resume work
on May 1ith. The Hamburg Ship Owners Union
gpeaking in ite own neme and in thaot of the
Brokers and Agents Union, and of the Hamburg-
Altona Union of Stevedores of 1826, replied that
they have no objection, on principle, to reinstating
on May 11th workmen who were locked out in
consequence of their participation in the May de-
monstrations, provided only that this does not
apply to workmen who, by leaving work, broke the
contract made by them to give ootiee to the em-
ployers. In the meantime a large number of berths
have been filled by the employment of other work-
men. The engagement of wharfingers in foture
will only take place through a labour bureau;
details concerning the organisation of the bureny
will be given to the workmen shortly.

A largely attended meeting of the sailors of
Hamburg and Altona whe are out on strike was
held today; the President of the Seaman's Union
made n spepch olosing with an urgent request to
the men not to give in.  Ancther mecting g to
take place on Thursday to which only strikers will
be admitted. The committes conducting the strike
will then present a report on the situation and the
strikers will decide on their future action.

THE HEALTH OF PRINCE BULOW,

Berlin, May 8.
At the olo:e of today's eitting of the Heichetag,
the President, Count Ballestrem announced that he
had that day been invited te visit the Imperial
Chancellor, Prince Bililow and that Le stayed half
an hour. Prince Bilow had expressed his thanks
to the Heichsiag for their sympathy with him in
his illness. Count Ballestrem said that the Prinee
wae perfectly woll bedily and mentally and that
he bad found him oot at all altered. (Applansa)

TURKEY ANNOYS GERMANY NOW,

Franwkfuri, May B.
The Frapkfrier Zeifung publishes s telegram
from Constantinople dated May Tth. The Turkish
guthorities bave committed an aet which is a breach
of international law, againet 3 Germaen sailing ship.
The ship in question, the Chysgeus, arrived on
Sunday in the Bosphorus from the Dlack Sea with
1,000 cases of bepzine. After exemination by the
costom anthorities the ship was about to proceed,
in order to land half the earge which had been
ordersd by a German firm in Constantinople, and
half on the island of Thrasos, Hot hardly had
the anchor been weighed, when several Turkish
officials arrived on board and declared, in epite of
ithie fact that all the ships' papers were in pevfect
order, that the ship could not be allowed (o procesd.
The captnin of the Ehigomﬂda most energetic pro-
teats and wae about to hoist the Germoan flog, which
had not been done a8 It was before suncize, but
the Turkish officials prevented his doing so. The
ghip was them taken in tow by a Turkish tug in
rendiness, and brought to a poaition immediately
under the battlements of the Bosphorus fort, Ans-
tolie Kawak, and a military gueard was placed on
board, The necessary steps were at once taken by
the German Ambassador to make sirong represen-
tation to the Porte against the unwarrantable aotion
af the Turkish officiala and to demand the releasa
of the COdyssens. As the Porte did not comply,
the German Ambassador forwarded a note of pro-
test, in which he advised the Ports that if the
Chdyseeus was not allowed o proceed by the after-
noon, the necessary stepe would be taken by Ger-

many to secure its release.

Later intelligenee from Constantinople says that

the (hiyeseus wae allowed to leave at U332, 8. m.

TURKEY ANIF PERSIA.

Consfaniinople, May &

The Persian Ambassador here has informed the
Porta that his Government is willing to aceept the
Turkish proposale. The FPersian Commission is
leavi Teheran today, The President of the
Commission will be Mahmud Khan, Persian Am-
baasgndor in Berlin, who is at the present time in
Teheran on leave.

NEWS FRON RUSSIA.

THE DUMA.
&, Petersburg, May 8.
The first aitting of the Imperial Duma is to take
place today, Thursday at 4 o'elock in the afternoon,

Chdesen, May 8

The Town Coupeil hes decided, in honour of the
opening of the Tmperial Duma toeday, Thursday,
to hold thanksgiviog serviess in all the churehoes,
to decorate the bulldings with flage, to stop all
work in the factories, to give the school children
3 dayas holiday, and to give one of the strecis the
name “April 27ih", On the DFE“inﬁ day a telegram
of congratulation will be sent to the Duma.

N, Pefersburg, May 8.

The order of ceremony fo bo observed at the
projected reception by the Czar at the Winter
Palace, on the sceasion of the first meeting of the
Imperial Cooncil and the Duma, las bean published
today, Solemn Te Deams are to be sung in all
the ehurehes of the two Capitals from 1 2. m. on-
wardse, The wmembers of the Council and Duma,
the Minieters, the high officers of Biate, and all
who are to take part in the reception, are (o arrive
at the Winter Palace at about 1, pom.  The Czar,
the Czaring, the Empress Dowager and the members
of the Tmperial Family, are to procesd in solemmn
procession, preceded by  the Master of Cere-
monies, and the High Court officials, 1o the
throne room of 8t George, ag soon as the arrival
of the members of the Imperial Couwncil and
Duma hag besn annownesd.  In the throns room
the insignia of Imperial Soversignty, i e the Sword
of State, the Imperial Standard, the Ork, the Sceptra
and the Crown will be carvied hefore the Czar,

The Czar will bhe received by the Metropolitan of
2t. Potersbuorg  with the Cross and Holy water,
After the ginging of a Te Deuwn, the membera of
the Imperial Family will take up their position to
the right of the throne, while on the third step of
the throne will be stationed the Court Minister and
Adjutant in waiting. The Imperial suwite will be
placed ot the foot of the throne, on the left. The
Czar will asgend the throne, take his seat and
deliver the speech from the throne. He will then
leave the throne veom, followed by both Empresses
and the whole Tmperinl Family.

THE AGRARIAN PARTY.
St Petersbury, May 8.

Before the close of the Constitutionsal-Democrat
Congress, g resolution touehing the agravian question
wae outvoted and the transference of land owner-
ghip o the workers was pecepted as o poiding
principle of the party.

The general principles of the Bill which was
propoaed by the Agrarion Commission wers aceepbed
subject to the alterations proposed by the agrarian
portion of the Congress, The Congress entrusted the
Commission with the duty of careying out all sug-
pestions and proposals made by individoal members
of the Congress, and to hand over the whole material
af their disposal together with the conclusions arising
from if, to the parliamentary section of the party.

COUNT IGNATIEFF.

London, May &
Rewler announeez from Kieff that Count Ignatieff
has been murdered; but a later telsgram  firom
8t. Petersburg announces that the stntement s an
abaolute Fabrieation.

FLAMMDS TN CHINA.
Weshdnglone, May 8.

The States Department has vecelved o despatels
from the American econsul in Hankawg, annooneing
that terrible floods have faken place in  the
provines of Hoan, and many lives have been lost,
The losses caused by the inundation are said to be
eongiderable.  All the foreigners are safe

THE FRANCHISE 1N SWEDEX.

Socrfolim, May B

The Committes of the Governmment has todey
given its decision in the matter of the franchise
question, The majority of the committes which
wiid epmposed of 10 members of the First and 10
of the Becomd Chamber, declores for universal
frunchiss for the Second Chamber, but that only, §f
joined to proportional franchise for both Chambera.
The minority of the Commiltes supports the Govern-
ment proposale.  The Committes suggests further
that the Government should be aeked to condoct
an enquiry dealing with the politieal right to vote
of married and single women.

THE MURDER PLOT IN SAN DOMINGO,
Nerdi Doamingo, May 8.

Aas a result of the discovery of the plot to murder
Big. Cacores, Yiee-president of the Hepublie, a large
number of arrests have been made As the Viee
president was leaving the theatre on Sunday,
shots were exchanged between the police and some
men, who aee supposed to be revolutionaries,

A XOTOR MISHAP.

Frinee Oito von Windischgrite amd his wife
Elisabeth, niece of the Emperor, were driving in a
motor in Yienna Neostadt, when they were siruck
with a whip by the driver of a cart, who refused
to get out of the woy of the motor car. The man
wis arrested,

BUILDERS BOYCOTTED IN VIENNA,

Viewna, Moy 8.

At an extraordinary General meeting of autho-
riged builders held today it was decided that, if
the boyeott ageinst certain buildings, started by
the workmen yesterday, ie not raised by Thursday
all the workmen will be dismisged on %ﬂtm‘-ﬂﬂ.j".—
A loeal eorrespondent announces that any iden of
the workmen giving way is not to be entertained
for 8 moment; a general lock-out of 40,000 work-
men is therefore certain to ensne
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THE GUADELOUPE ELECTIONS,
— New York, May 8
The New Vork Herald announces from Point.
a-Fitre, with reference to the disturbanees whicl
oecurred last SBunday, that the socialists, who had
the suthorities on their side, established o reign of
terror in the town. The consulates wers guarded
by troops.— Many houses were plundered. The

oralser “Troude™ has landed troops but they have
not enteraed the town

THE MORMUAN REBELLIOXN.
Port Snid, May 8.
A desperate engagement took place yesterday
between the Sultan's troops and thase of the Pre
tender on the left bank of the Muluia river. The
Bultan’s troops were olbempling to cross the rivep
when they were fired on and repulsed with o loss
of 30 killed and wounded.

Latest Telegrams on page 4.

BABYLONIA.
By W, 8L Chad Boseowen,

Ag long ago as IBTT, the Inte M. de Sarzec,
French Coneul at Bassorah, while exenvating in the
mounds of Tel-Lo, on the Bhah-el-Hie, in the marsh
diatrict of the Afadz, in the extreme south of Baby-
lomia, discoverad two remarkable insecibed records.
These wers two large elay, barrel-shaped cylinders,
closely covered with archaie writing. The larger
of the pair contains thirty colomne of text and over
gix hundred of writing, and the smaller about a
hundred less. Although these Important resords
bave been nearly thirty years among treasuves of
the Louvre, no complete translation of their con-
tants has been made. This delay was due to two
elreumstances,  First, the very archaic character
of the writing, which was a reduecd form of that
usaslly employed on the bricks and stone mofni-
menta of the oldest Kings of Chaldea; nnd in a
gacond case to their being in the ancient Sumerian
languwage, the speech of the Pre-Bemitic population
of Chalden, of which seholars had but litte know-
ledge until recent vears. Both these dilfiooltics
have now been overcome, the text having been
copied by Dr. Ira Price, an American Assyriologist,
and the difficult task of translation hae now been
most sucocasfully completed by Professor F, Thurean-
Dangin.

The work was very difficult, for the records are
very anclent, being memorials of the great Chaldean
priest King Gudea, who ruled in Lagas or Burpuna,
the ancient city whose ruins are marked by the
mounds at Tel-Lo, and who reigned about B, O, 2,700
They have o very much higher literary merit than
any of the old Chaldean inseriptions previouly dis-
eoversd. They contain prayers and hymns of
great beauty, as well as deseriptions of eeremonies
and ocuetome of great interest to the student of
anthropology,  Buch literature would require an
exteneive voeabulary, and mueh research would be
required to ascertain the true meaning of the
words. A ghort aceount of one of the eylinders,
that containing the dream of Guoden, had alveady
appearad, but now that the full translation of the
two doeuments I8 before us, we gain the mosi
wonderful insight into the life, manners, customs,
and rveligion of the people of Babylonia, of four
thousand years ago possibly, The story of the
origin of these cylinders is clearly set before
ug; and it i8 one of curious interest. A drooght
had visited the land, and there wae no water for
irFigation—*the inerease grew mnot up; the
rigsing waters sparkled not nor rose o their
gplendour.”  Naturally the priest, king, or viceroy
saw in this visitation the hend of the ecity god,
Nin-girsu, and turns to him with prayver and saperi-
fiee, “All kinds of rich things he offered in sacri-
fice' He ia troublad chiefly about hig dream which is
interpreted for him by the goddes MNina, who tells
bim that it is the god MNin-girsu who has appeared
to him in the form of a colessal divinity, erowned
with the “divine storm bird, a deification of the
lightning, and riding on a hurricane,”’ and, sssisted
by other divinities, given him the plan of the
temple he is to baild, It is to be noticed that
is always a goddess whom the Vieeroy consults in
his trouble. Thus he savs, “To my mother I bring
my dream, thet the diviner (of the gods) who
knows what I desire may reveal to me the mean-
ing.” Thiz clearly indicates a belief in the power
of wisa women or witeches to interpret dreams and
visionzs. It appeare that the chief oracle of the
temple was “the sleeping chamber of the divinity,”
where, ag we are told, was tha spered coush richly
decorated, and where the dreamer dreamed his
dream, and the goddess appears and explains i

The inscriptions are interesting for the light they
thiow on the manmers and custome of this city.
Gudea alwavs ealls himsell the viesroy (patesi) of
the god, while the divinity is always addressad ns
King, and it g evident that the government was
a theoeracy, and Gudea the earthly representative
of the God-king. In this relstionehip we have the
kay to the long aecount of the construction of this
temple, which iz an idealised form of the royal
palace in the city., Accordingly we see all the ¢om-
ponent parts of this building, Before the great
gate, guarded by huge serpents, and * dragons

(Continuad on page 4.)
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