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drawn up and he considered it his duty in the
name of the absent Minister to declare that the
latter would teke cognisanes of the Interpellation.
Within the time appointed by law the Duma would
receive a decisive answer. He would not confirm the
facts as stated in the Tnterpellation, nor would he dis-
pute them, but he would confine himself to taking
cognisance of the foct of the Interpellation, The

“Duma adopted the form of the Interpellation as

proposed, unanimously. The sitting was then closed.

THE ROUMANIAN PARLIAMENT.

Buelares!, May 21,

The Parliament, smmmoned to o special sitting
on - the oocagion of the Jubilea festivities, was
opened teday by a Royal message which ran:

UAlmighty God has allowed me to conclude
40 yeara of my reign. During thie long time I
have never ceased to share sorrow and joy with
my people.  Today, when my work is richly
crowned with suecess and security, I rejoioce with
all Roumanians and desm myself fortunate that
my first words sre addressed to the represcntati ves
of the people. When T look back on the path we
bave trodden during thess 40 yvears, when I reflect
on the first vears of my reign, the very first
thought that oconra o mo is to thank all Rou-
maniang from the highest dignitaries to  the
gimplest peasants, who in every situation have
supported me with uplimited coofidence and un-
bounded love in the execution of my many diffi-
cult taeks, to carry out which I eame to my osw
country 40 yeara ago, wamely to lay the foumn-
dations of a new Roumania. My thooghts linger
especially with those who are no longer with us,
and, above all, with those who gained immortality
on the field of hopour and fame, in order to secare
independence forr Rowmanin and to weld anew my
trown. Today's celebration is not only my festival,
it is the festival of the whole people, a festival
whieh draws closer for all oternity the hallowed
tiee which bind my dynasty to the Roumonian
nation.

[ do niot doubt, gentlemen, that this extraordinary
gpesion will be teken advantage of to envich the
legislation by new laws'

The message wae recelved
eheare,

with onthusiastic

Latest Telezrams on page 4.

AKABAH.

——

A Correspondent of a Lomdon paper sends an
interesting acoount of Akabah, which has eome
into such prominence lately. In the course of his
letter he pnys:

The village of Akabah, which has reesntly
emerged inte notice, I8 oceasionally visited by
travellers who, having proceeded through the pen-
insula of Sinai as far a8 the Monastery of 2t. Chathe-
ring, wish (o pursoe their journey o visit the
wonderful remains of Petra, that “rose-red city,
hall a5 old as time' The route from Sinai to
Petra passes through Akabah, where a new set of
camels and Bedouing must be hired, and where the
traveller must enter into negotintions with the
Turkieh officials and the Arab Shelkhs for per-
miggion and an escort to procesd. These negotia-
tions are always tiresome and protracted, and
probably most tourists who have found themselves
at. Akabah are heartily glad when they get away
again. Thers is nothing attractive about the place
except its eite. It lies amid a pleasant grove of
palma af the head of the Eastern Gulf of the Red
Sen, corresponding to Suex at the hesd of the
Western Gulf. But theve the eimilarity ends.

Perfumery., Seaps.
Toilet articles.

Akabah hee none of the busy life, the bustling
traffie, or the procession of “groat liners white
and gold,” that give interest to the scenn at Suse,
It is in a ewf ofe soe. You may walk for a day
along the shores of its barren gulf and never see
a #ail.  Brilliant and eparkling as are ite waves
yet ae far as traffic is concerned the gulf is al-
most a8 dead as the Dead Ben, and at the head of
the Gulf the waters die away into a dismal asalt
fMat, na if from mers dulnesza.

Omn the land slde, too, Akabah s equally eut off
from the world by leagues of flinty desert, skirted
by jagged and precipitous mountains, n region
bare, stoney, waterless, nnd inhospitable. O course
if the new Mecen railway hag o branch to Akabah
the isolation of the place will be remedied, but
hitherto it has touched civilisation no nearer than
(iaza, which is a weel's camel ride distant. Bave
at times of exceptional exeitemont, sueh as the
present, or when the earavan of the Haj, or Pil-
grimage to Mecea, passes through, life at Akabah
must be extremaly dull. No wonder then that the
rare advent of a European traveller with his e
i an occadgion of which the most is made in the
way of getting a8 much out of him as possible.
The route from the Monastery of Sinal to Akabab
strikes the shores of the Gulf st Nuweba, where
there is an Egyption cutpost in an oasis of palme
on the ses shore. Some thirty miles farther on up
the coast the traveller passes through Tabah, which,
though sometimes lately nlluded to as a “wown,'”
is merely n wadi, o valley, where a few palm
trons and a spring make a possible camping-place.
Another two hours' journey round the top of the
Gulf brings him to Akabah itsell.

In order to understand the game of traveller-
fleccing as played at Akabah, it is necessary to
deseribe the situation there in normal times, First,
there i8 the Turkish garrison, usually under
command of a Koeimakam {eolonel), who acts as
Governor of the plage, This garrison fa loeated
in the fort, the ooly substantinl building in the
ploes, a great, square, old-fashioned ecastle, whose
magsive eurtain walls and frowning gateway are
flanked by imposing towers, The rest of Akabah,
consisting of mud-built hovels, clusters modestly
among  the palms aroond the fortress. Pay-day
eomes rarely in the Torkish army, and st Akabah
it hardly ever comes at all, to judge from the
ragged and misernble appearance of the soldiers
A gleam of satisfaction, however, probably erosses
their counlenances at the sight of the traveller's
cpimp srriving.  Here at least comes someone who
can be made to hand over money even if the
Sultan eannot. Alloh be prajsed! The tourist can-
not procesd on his way withont the permit of the
Kaimakam, wo will see to it that he does not start
b easEily,

Next in importance to the Turkish Governor,
and in many woye even more influential, is the
Sheikh of the local Badouine He owne all the
camela in the district, and as eamels are the sole
means of tranaport, he can make his own terma.
He is the ally of the Governor in making the tra-
valler pay out liberally, though these two worthies
are evidently suspicious of one another us to di-
viding the speil. Lastly, there are the villagers
who have eggs, seraggy chickens, and goat-like
lambe to sell, and who are anxioos that the stran-
ger should not depart from their coasts too scon.
Judging from the rapacity of all these people, you
aonclude that some of the sharks, of which the
Red Bea Is so [lall, finding the water come to an
end at Akabah, must have got out here on to the
shore.

The traveller who rashly intrudes into this home
of harpies does mot do se without fair warning of
what he may expect. The admonitions of guide-
books and the records of previous journeys warn
him that every eare should be taken by inguiry at

Cpiro and Suez to aseertain whether the routa 1,
Petra is open, or whether the lawlessness of il
Bedouins makes the journey on from Akabab i
that direction impossible, thoat lettere of conime.
dation should be carried to the military authoritie.
at Akabah, and that, as a final precaution, a me-
getgar should be sent on about a wesk ahend Froy,
Binal to Akabah on a awift eamel to bring haeclk
an assurance that the troveller really ean be sen
on to Petra, But what avail all these precautions:
Your messenger, of conrse, brings bact glowln.
promises from the Akabah authorities, who naturall
wank you to walk into their elutehes, your letiers
of commendation are received with every mark of
songideration, but when you are a week's journer
from everywhere, and there is no telegraph, sugl
things avail but little. The main paint is, “Behold,
this traveller cometh, some lot us bleed him!"" The
traveller is presumably aceompanied by an hones:
dragoman, who has contracted to carry out th
journey at so much per diem, inclusive, and wl.
naturally does not care to submit to exaction:
though otherwise he has no objection to the jour
ney being lengthened by a few days’ delay.

The process of traveller-bleeding ns practised I
Turkish officials is simple and efficacions.  Firs
comes 8 great overhauling of all your baggage ane
stores for controband or suspicious arficles, and a-
the Customs laws in the remoter puarts of th.
Ottoman dominions are, to say the least of it, vagu..,
thera is mueh haksheesh necessary belore the matte:
ia settled. Then the examination of passporta, how-
ever ocaréfully procured, always discloses som.
mysterious and alarming irregularity, which, how
ever, I3 capable of equally mysterious removal by
dint of a cash poayment. Next you are informes
that the Knimakam, out of solicitude for your safety
has semt ten soldiera to guard your tents. Thi-
guard i quite unnecessary, but it ik provided iy
order that you may have to pay the soldiers, whe
also expect to be provided with cigarettes mm
ooffes, and anything that may happen to by going
in the way of food. A these poor ereatores ver)
seldom get any pay or any little luxuries, one does
nol grodge them a few simple treats if one has
spare Alores, but you would have preferred, soy
only one seniry, instend of ten, as then you would
not be kept awake at night as they sit round »
camp fire diseussing you and your coffee. The
arrival of a message hotfoot from the eastle to sa)
that two of the officers are suddenly and dangerously
ill, and could you spare a bottle of brandy, need
cause no alarm, but the request had betber be
complied witly, if possible.

While your dragoman is conducting the more
gerions negotiations with the Kaimakam and the
Sheikh, you lhave plenty of time to “do™ Akabal.
Your guide-book tells you that in Solomon's time
thie. was Elath, through whose port poured wvas
stores of merchandize nnd treasure; that later on,
in the days of the Crusades, this was ao Importani
u ecitadel that Saladin thowght it worth while to
transport boats across the desert from the Me.
diterranean for its capture, Nothing now remalos
to suggest the husy traffic or the commanding im-
portance of the past. It has all gone, gone n=
completely as Solomon's glovies and Saladin'a boats.
Still, you may wander pleasantly among the palm
trees if the persistent wind is not blowing a clowl
of eand and dust, you may notiee the curious fresh-
water wells on the ses shore almest within wash
of the waves, and you imagine what this shore,
with no quay, and with searcs a boat, must onee
have been.  No doubt if the railway comes thither
the place will regain some of its lost life and
energy, but the traveller of the past will remember
itse ailent sunbaked network of hovels ms o
spider’s web stretehed glistening aeross his patl
in the glaring desert, in which he for a tioe
wae the fly,

GEORG HANTZSCHEL

by appointment to H. M. the King of Saxony.

Struve Strasse 2, close to Prager Strasse.

Artists’” materials ana
requisites.
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Fligh Class

Girands ma Upright Pianos

English Models a Speciality.
The 'Hagspiel' Pinnos are great
favorites 1}5 the English people,

Pirferd. fanch,

FPrioes moderata,
Bliowroom at the Fastory,
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SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.

Classes in English, Arithmetic, Mathematics, German,
French and Latin.
A gmall number of resident pupils teken, Gérmnn and
French resident governesses,
Private ingtruction if desired

Miss Virgin, Schnorrstrasse 80 (Villa),

The largest stock.

The best assortment.
All styles.
First class quality.

Lowest prices.
Ernglish spoicen,

NEUSTADT'S SPECIAL SHOE STORES

Pirnaischer Platz. — Wettiner Strasse 31/33.
Sole depot for the famous “PROGRESS" shoe.
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