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TELEGRAPHIC NEWS.

——me
ENGLISH COMMERCE.

London, January 7,

Aceording to the Board of Trade roturns, the
imports for the month of Doecember show an in-
arense of 1553406 pounds sterling and the exports
an increase of 2756981 pounds sterling, as eom-
pared with the figures for the sorresponding month
of last year. The imports for the whole of last
year chowed an increase of 42967976 pounds
sterling and the exports an increase of 45856200
pounde aterling.

THE FRANCO-ENGLISH CONVENTION.

Lowidoar, January 7.

A Blue-book has been published this evening re-
lating to the treaty coneluded between France and
England in the matter of the New Hebrides, It
eoncludes with a despateh, dated November 16th
of last year, from the Colonial Minister, the Earl
of Blgin, Tn this despateh a reply 12 made to the
objections raised by Australin and New Fealand
and it is stated that the Imperial Government
would have vigorously weged some of thess ob-
jections to Franee's action, but eireumstances would
have arisen which would have rendered immediate
ireatment necessary, in order to secure the pre-
rogatives of Franee and England, There is
good ground for the assumpiion that delay, which
would entail further negotiations, would bring with
itundesirable complications, The Imperial Government
had, therefore, decided that lmmediate confirma-
tion of the unaltered deaft of the treaty, was more

advantageous, ;
NEWS FROM AMERICA.

TARIFF REFORM IN AMERICA,
New Yok, January 7,
It is announced by telegraph from Washington
that Freaident Roosevelt, in eonsideration of the
negotiations of the Tariff Commission, will lay his
proposale relating to the contemplated eustoms
agreement with Germany before the present Cone

STEEL TRUST OPERATIONS.

; Frankfort o, M., Jamuary 8,
The Frankfurter Zeitunyg learns from New York
that the Bteel Trust intends to erect works in
Canada at & cost of 25 million dollars

THE BOME OUTRAGE IN PHILADELPHIA.
Philadelphia, Jannary 7,

The man who on Saturday afternoon threw a
bomb at the teller of the National Bank in Phila-
delphia because the latter declined to give him a
loan of five thonaand dollars, was insane, The
teller and his aessilant were at onee tornm in
piveas, the whole office was  destroyed and
with it some 20,00 dollars in gold and bank
notes. The perpetrator of this outrage dastardly
had already, some years ago, shown traces
of mental disturbance. He came on Saturday to
the National Bank, had himeelf annoonced to a
manager and ssked him if he could raise 5,000 dollars
on & life insurance poliesy. The manager replied
that that was impossible without forther informa-
tion. The man then took a photograph of his
wifa from his pocket and said “Will you lend me
5,000 dollars on thet¥'" The Direstor saw that he
had to do with a lunatic and ordered the porter
to soe the man out of the bank as quietly as pos-
gible. Before the porter could obey, the man
turned to the teller and demanded the money
in exehange for the life poliey and the photo-
graph. When the teller relused, the man took a
#mall object from hie pocket and hurled it at the
teller. By the resulting explogion the heavy iron eafe
wae thrown over a soreen 16 feat high into an adjoin-
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ing room and the teller himself was thrown against
2 wall twenty feet away. On a bench wers Eitting
8 mumber of messe , who were all more or
less severely injured. Luckily some police were in
the neighbourhood and a eordon was drawn round
the bank at once and the money which was
seattered in all direetions waa eollected. The man,
who wae also killed, was called Steele and formerly
wig u Chicago policeman.

NEWS FROM FRANCE.

THE ALLEGED MUTINY DENIED,

Faris, January 7.

With reference to the greatly exsggerated ve-
ports that have appearsd in the papers respocting
an incident alleged to have taken place in the bar.
racks of the Garde Republicaine on January 1at,
the Agence Haras is in a position to state that
the men, who were celebrating the New Year's
fastival in the canteem, received an ordar tor o
Bome extra work with lasghter and singing. They
did the work, however, in spite of the fast that it
was raining at the time, without committing any
breach of diseipline,

UNRULY POLICE,

Tours, January 7,
Some  policemen, who had formed themselves
inio a friondly Union, made various complaints by
means of public posters. The Gendarmerie sor-
rounded the police station; some 50 policemen have
boan diemiszed,

THE DUKE OF ABRUZED'S EXPEDITION,

Rowe, January 7.

The Duke of Abruzzi gave n lecture today,
descriptive of his expedition, in the Argentina
“Theatre. -The King and Qween and all the membors
of the Royal Family st present in Rome attendsd
the lecture, a3 did the members of the BT
d?}!ﬂmaﬂr}-uﬁ, the President of Parliament, the
Ministers and the senior officers of the Army and
Navy. The theatre, in which officers formed a
guird of honour, presented a fairy-like apeciacle,
At 4 p. m. General Dalvelme, vice-president of the
Geographieal Socisty, read an address to the Duke,
referring to his Polar and Ruwenzori expedition
and informing him that the Geographieal Bociaty
had conferred it large gold medal upon him.
The Duke then delivered his lecture, which was
frequently interrupted by loud applanse Dring
the lecture the theatre was darkened and magnifi-
eent magle-lantern  pletures were thrown opon a
BT BN

The Duke said that the object of his expedition
to the Ruwen-pasg had been to ascertain the course
of the chains of mountaing, the number and disteibu-
ton of the peaks, the relative and absolute heights,
the position of the valleys and water-sheds, and the
oro-hydrographic system in general of the disteiet.

The expedition started from Noples in April of
last year. Their work began from the Buyon-pol
situnted 3,798 metres above the ses-level, Aecom-
panied only by two guides and nine native porters
the Duke suceseded within a few weeks in ascend-
ing all the more important peaks of the chain, o
mgcortain their heights and to take numerous gonio-
metric measures which, in conjunetion with twi-
gonometrle  measures taken by Major Cagni,
renderad it possible to  draw o topographis
map of the distriet. Bétween June 10th and
July 10th the highest peak of the Margoerits-
ringe a8 well as thirteen other peaks where
ascended, some of them several times, in order
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to take topographic measnrements, On July 16th the
Duke ascended two further peaks belonging to the
widaly extended chain of the Geesi group. From
the topographical map of this distriet it Bppears
that the Ruwenzori ehain consists of six mountains
divided by passes at a height of from 4900 to
4400 metres. The highest group, that of the
Stanley mountain, consists of five peaks, which are
all about 5000 metres high. The higheat peaks
are the Marguerite and Alexandra mountains whick
are 5,125 and 5100 metres high respectively. The
otber mountsing are Mount-peak, Bakes, Emin,
Geasi and Thomson with peaks between 4,600 and
4000 high. The water-sheds and the form of the
valleys which run to Uganda to the East of the
mountsin ehain have been charted us well as the
valley formation towards the Congo. Further a
general survey of the glacier formation of the
mountain chain has been rendered possibla.

While the Duke was thus exploring the highest
peaks of the chain, his companions were busy with
tepographic, photographic and geologieal work, and
with making hotanical and zoologiesl solleetions.
Thanks to this division of labour the results ol
talned in the comparatively short time of six wanks
ware exiremely important.

The Duke concluded his lesture by exprossing
his thanks to the English Government and to the
local authorities of Uganda and British East Afriea
for the important aid rendered by them to the
expedition; he also expressed his warm gratitude
to those who took part in the expedition and who
s0 courageonsly sollaborated with him in his labours.

MOUNT ETNA ACTIVE.

Rowe, January 7.

Reports from Catania show that Mount Etna is
giving unmistakable proofs of its reawakened ac-
tvity. Coloseal fissures are to be seen in the great
erater. Loeal earthquakese bhave been felt in the
Etna towns. Dense clouds of smoke are P -
ing from the erater; this is not usually the case
The inhabitants of the village of Nicolosi lying
nearer the summit of the mountain, have seen
eolumns of fire caused by gas-explosions

LABOUR TROUBLES IN HAMBURG.

Hevielwtry, January 7.
The ehimney sweops’ employés have struck work,
because the inerease of wages demanded by them
has been denied by the Union, although the Fire
company has declared the demands of the Appren-
tices justified.

A HORRIBLE ACCIDENT.

Passan, January 7.
A miller by name Segl, 26 years old, of the
Y Mitternachtsmiihle" at Passan, while oiling the
machinery caught his coat in the gear, was dragged
among the wheels and ground to pieces. His body
was torn to fragments which were discovered in
the machinery next day.

NEWS FROM RUSSIA.

LABOUR TROUBLES.
Lodz, January 7.

Last evening at various parts of the town ool
lisions took place between the labour parties, five
labourers being serioualy wounded and one killed,
In Bgersh (Piotrkoy Government) s manufacturer
named Stickhold, wae shot by an unknown man
while riding in an electric tram,

Warsiaw, January 7,

In pamphlets cireulated in Lodz the soeialist
parties announce the continuance of the party
struggles between the- workmen: in these strugples
16 workmen have been killed and 5% wounded this
month. Since but few of the necossaries of life
find their way to Lodz from the villages, whole
families are already suffering from famine.

THE SERVIAN ROYAL FAMILY.

Belyrade, January 7.
It is officially announced that on the vecasion of
the Christmns festivities cordial demonstrations of
sympathy were made by the populace to the Rayal
House. Yesterday the Crown Prince, who, in ac-
eordanee with an old Bervian eustom, rode at the
head of a band of mounted officers to Topschider to
fetoh the Christmas tree for the Royal Palace, was
everywhere most cordially greoted by the populace.
Bo too today the King, as he paid visits to varions
high officiale, was everywhers warmly grevted by
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the people in the strects. From all parte of the
country numerous congratulatory telegrams have
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