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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

London, Febroary 19,

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. John Morley,
stated, in reply to a guestion, that the Government
desired to ocoupy themselves with the proposals of
the Chinese Government with regard to the opium
question, so soon as they had received the report,
now on its way, in which the Indian Governmont
expressas ita opinion on the subject.

8ir E. Grey, Foreign Secretary, in reply to a
question relating to the Bagdad railway, said that
he had no information to lay before the House at
prasant,

Lieut. C. Bellairs, Conservative member for King's
Lynn, agked if the Channel fleet was to be increased
over and above the strength decided on last month,
viz. 14 battleships, 4 armoured and 3 unarmoured
eruisers.

The Becretary for the Admiralty, Mr. Robertson,
replied in the negativa,

gir E. Grey, in reply to another question, said
the Government had no reason to fear any inter-
ference on the part of the Persian Parliament in
the undertakings of British subjects or of any other
foreignera.

The Prime Minister read a formal answer in
writing to a question relating to the establishment
of the court of appeal at the Hague Conferense to
deal with the decisions of prize courts. He stated
that although the question had not been expressly
mentioned in the programme drawn up by Russia,
the British Government had alresdy suggested that
it should be included in the programme

UNITED STATES AND JAPAN.

New York, Febroary 19.

The temporary settloment arvived at om the San
Franeiseo schools question is hailed with the
greatest sntisfaction, in the Eastern States, at any
rate. Very little, however, has yet been said about
the attitnde of the Japanese Government in the
malter.

In regard to the Immigration Aet, of course,
dapan cannot claim to have ita ease considered at
the present stage. It is merely a matter of domestic
legislation, and Japan does not stand on the same
ground as she did in the case of the schools ques-
lion. The partial exclusion of Japanese immigrants,
however, is sure to create some resentment in
dapan. The Japanese Ambassador has maintained
i meutral attitude on this point, which has given
rise to the Impression that his Government sess
nothing objectionable in the new measure. Thers
i rengon to baelieve that Japan will wait to see
tow the Act really works, before coming to a judg-
Inent,

A discretion is given to the President by the
ew amendment, so that there is no reason to fear
that it will be administered in any spirit of race
hatred. Another consideration which induces the
dapaness Government to accept the position, for
the present, is that a new treaty will be negotiated
ext year. Bhould the new messore in operation
Prove repugnant to Japan, she will have an o
tortunity then of pressing her claims.

Tokio, February 19.
The text of the amendment of the United States
Immigration Law was published here today and
Nas caused great dissatisfaction. The better in-
formed siroles, however, aceept the situation ealmly,
Piuarding it as inevitable.

Houoluly, February 19,

A Japanese squadron has been sighted here. A
Weeting of Japanese held yesterday sent a tele-
ATim to President Roosevelt protesting against the
!0 on Japanese immigration and pointing out
Hiat thereby the Japanese were thrown into s per-
Danent condition of slavery. The capitalists of
Hawaii have cabled to the Japanese Foreign Office
At the Japanese in Hawaii stro oppose the
¥ on jmmigration, as incompatible with the
lignity of the Japanese empire and fatal to
"Panese interests in Hawaii.

TARIFF REFQRM.

Boston (Masa), February 19,

Governor Gould has received a letter from Pre-
sident Roosevelt in reply to petitions semt by the
Republican Members of Congress of the State of
Massachusetts to the President and to Congress,
The President stated that he would serionsly con-
sider the petition and is eonvineed that Congress
will do likewise,

A RAILWAY LOAN.

New York, February 19.

The New York Swn announces that the Ad-
ministration of the Pennsylvania railway and the
bankers who usually manage the financial affairs of
thia raflway, have conceived the plan of issuing a
loan which shall not exceed the sum of 50 million
dollars. Part of this loan will be subseribed
abroad. The New York Times learns that the loan
will be principally applied to continuing the build-
ing of the terminal station in New York and to
adding to the rolling stook,

SUBSIDIZED SHIPPING.

Washington, February 19,

The dssoeiated Press announces that at a dis-
cussion held today between President Roosevelt, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and Mr.
Watson, Member of Congress, it was agreed to
endeavour to obtain the acceptance of the proposil
to subsidize shipping lines. The House of Re-
presentatives will, it is expected, be ccoupied with
the matter in the evenings at the latter part of
thiz weal,

FIGHTING IN CENTRAL AMERICA.

Febroary 19
A telegram from Nicaragua announces that
yesterday afterncon the Honduras troops  attacked
the Rivaraynan teoops’ gaurding e froneler, AR
# proftracted engagement the Honduras iroops were

1 e,
g NEWS FROM FRANCE.

THE FRENCH CHAMEEE.
Paris, February 1%,

A suggestion of the Soelalist Radical, M. Buisson,
that in those communities whers no sehool existed,
the priests residences should be turned into achools,
after urgency was declared for it, was referred to
o oommilise,

M. Meunier (Radieal Republican) then brought
forward an interpellation on the ehurch policy of
the Government; he pointed out the unrest pre-
vailing among the Hepublicans sinee the Senate
had referred to a committes the proposals relating
to the declarations to be made with regurd to the
establishment of public associations culfuellos,
The speaker then attacked M, Priand's policy of
expediency ; his latest cireular to the mayors showed
that he was striving to eatialy the Bishops' uli-
matum; he eomplained that nothing was known as
to the negotiations between the Prefect of the Seine
and the Archbishop of Paris and said the lease
agreement as drafied recognised the Catholic Hier-
archy; he censured various articles by M, Clé-
menceau jn 1905 in which the latter had opposed
M. Briand's ecclesiastieal policy, and coneluded with
the remark that any reconcilintion on the part of
the Government with Rome was impossible.  {Ap-
plause from the extrems Left)

M. Guieysse (Radieal Republioan) eomplained that
the rights of the free associafions eultuelles and
the independent Catholies had not been recognis-
ed. He, the speaker, was in favour of religions
liborty.

In reply to M. Meunier's interpallation M. Briand
expressed a wish that that day's debate might be
determinative. His deeision had been unanimously
supportad by the Cabinet and he had never for a
minute believed that the separation of the State
and Chureh should sssume the character of u re.
ligious war. The Government did not .lesire in
any way to oppose freedom of conscience. He re-
minded the House that the Government had assumed
the obligation of leaving the churches open for the
celebration of the Catholic divine service, and added
that the Government had reduced to a minimum
the drafting of laws and the issue of eireulars.

M. Briand was here interrupted by M. Clémencean
who said that he shared the reaponsaibility  with
M. Briand,

M. Briand then justified the negotiations with the
Archbishop of Paris and said that sinee the law
provided an agreement as to usufruct so it had
foressen the necessity of negotiations of that kind

being such an agreement. The Government would
accept every sensible proposal, but wmfld rejact
overy agresment which permitted the reappearance
of quarrelsome foreign monks or members of dis-
solved congregations. He eoncluded by appealing
to the conscience of the whole Republican panf b0
support the applieation of o Separation Law which
provided for predominance of the laity and
the quisting of consciences, The majority must
say without reserve whether they had econfidence
in the Cabinet. (Loud and eontinued applause
from the Laft.)

After some further remarks from MM, Repriale
and Allard an Order of the Day, introduced by
M. Barrlen and accepted by the Government, was
sarried by 384 votes to 33, wheraby the Chamber
expressed its confidence in the Government

The House then adjourned.

CHURCH AND STATE.

Pariz, February 19,

A local morning journal discusses the ropeated
endeavours of the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador
to obtain in the name of the Holy Chair the return
of Mgr. Montagnini's confiscated papers. Thess en-
deavours, says the journal, have only led to in-
definite replies and the Austro-Hungorian Ambas-
sador has finally made a definite application to
M. Pichon. In consequence of this application the
documents of the Nuntiature, dating from a time
anterior to 1904, were sent to the Austro-Hungarian
Embassy on SBunday last: there they were received,
but a receipt was refusad until the documents had
been examined. The Austro-Hungarian Embassy
was impelled to this course of action by the re-
queate of several Powers especially Italy, Spain,
Belgium and Germany,

The Agence Havas has now nscertained that of
the foregoing only the following ie true. On the
#th of Fehruary the Austro-Hungarian Ambasaador,
Count Khevenhiiller, who had already had not the
slightest difficulty in coming to an underatanding
with M. Pichon, ssked the latter in writing if he
would have any objection to handing over to the
Holy See by means of the Austro-Hungarian Em-
bassy the archives of the former Parisian Numntia-
ture. The Cabinet Council, when this request was
laid before it, sanctioned M. Pichon's proposal,
The Ambassador was at ance informed that the
handing over of the archives of the former
Nuntiature, i. e. of all diplomatie documents which
dated from a time anterior to the breach between
France and the Vatican, would take Mace at ones
in the presence of representatives of the Foreign
Office and of the Apstre-Hungarian Embassy. In
the whole matter there hae been no indefinite
reply, no demand nor refusal (o allow of the
examination of the documents, nor umy intervention
on the part of any foreign Powers save the Austro-
Hungarian Government, which had previously taken
tire to recelve semi-official assurances that the
steps undertaken by it in the most fourtecus
manner wounld be favourably received.

THE HAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE.

The Huague, February 19,

M. von Martena stated today at an  interview
that he expected the second Peace Conference
would be opened in the early days of June; in all
probability the Conference would be presided over
by M. Neledov, Russian Ambasssdor in Paris, in
his capacity as first ropresentative of Russia; the
proeeadings will take place iw cauern.

M. von Martens is of opinion that the FIEOUr
ciroulated by the Fefif BFr:.r that in consequence
of the opposition of Germany the question  of
partial disarmament will not aAppear on the pro-
gramme of the Conference, laeks all foundation,
since no one ean prevent the gquestion coming up
for discussion. M. von Martens assured his inter-
viewer that Russia, France and Germany held the
view that the question was not ripe for decision
by the Conference, but no Power could prevent
the diseussion of the question. England and Ameries
intended apparently to propose to the Conference
a limit in armaments,

BULGARIAN UNREST.

Sopfia, February 19,
Among local Macedonian emigrants it is believed
to be the intention, in view of the poeition of
Bulgarians in Macedonia, to direet g petition to the
English Prime Minister whereby he will be re-
quested to endeavour 0 procurs autonomy for
Macedonia and the appointment of g (overnor who

which formed the only means of bringing into
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