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THE HOUSE OF LORDS.

1 London, February 21,
Lord Newton today introduced a Bill to reform

: ihe House of Lords with the objest of abolishing

the proponderating hereditary element, the Bill
o proposes that no hereditary Peer shall sit in the
j Upper Houss, unlese he iz the holder of g high
 aifice or he has twice been elested to the Lower
i House before becoming a Peer, or he has been
q elocted 08 a represantative Peer. The hereditary
[ Peers shall be allowed to elest one quarter of
g their number as representative Peers, The Crown
 :hall have power to nominate one hundred life
@ Feers in order to insure the representation of all
i interesta; the number of Bishops in the Upper
i Hoose shall be reduced. A Government statement
o will probably be made when the second reading is

taken.
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

London, February 21.

Mr. W. Ashley, Conservative, Member for Black-
pool, asked if the Powers had settled the pro-
gramme for the next Peace Conference and if the
question of disarmament would be brought before
the Conferenoe.

The Chanesllor of the Exchequer, Mr. Asquith,
repliesd on behalf of the Prima Minister, who was
absent, that no final agreement had been come to
a8 to the topies of discussion.

The Foreign Becrstary, Sir E. Grey, stated in
answer to a question that no railway coneessions

had been granted in Morosco.

# The President of the Board of Education, Mr.
4 McKenna, snnounced that the Covernment intended
4t bring in a Bill to remedy the grievances suf-
{fered by the Nonconformists under the cliuses of
i the existing Education Aet,

f  THE RECENT TRANSVAAL REVOLT.

Kimberly, February 21,
The Transvaal burgher Perreira and his O
Panions, who invaded Cape Colony in November
of last year, attacked police-stations and  an-
duavoured to ineite a revolt, were today eon-
demned to death. FPotgieter and Retif were re-
fommended to meray.

THE LOSS OF THE S. 8. ~BERLIN™,

Hook of Holland, February 21.

At 4 p.m. the lifeboat again put to sea but in
“in. Up to the present 30 corpses have been re-
toverad. Thousand of spectators line the shore
Wilching the wrecked ship the position of which
Peniing unaltered.

Cuptain Parsons of Belfast, who was the only
in saved of all the passengers on the ill - fated
"es5el, wag on his way to Amsterdam to there
Wke over g ship from his employers. He atates
it the weather was awful and during his career
" & sailor he has seldom exporienced such g
"WOL  Por that repson he had remained fully
tlthed on the upper deck. The ship had already
Fchted the light-house and the passengers, most of
'-'-'h-'!m had been unable to obtain any rest, were just
h*-‘:’xlﬂhiﬂg to hope again when the eatastrophe oe-
arred. A frightful shock was felt and suddenly
o Bhip remained immovable, Captain Parsons
rished 1o the bridge thinking that s a sailor Lo
:‘I*'Hﬁt be of some use, but at that moment he BAW
I'E Captain and the man at the wheal awept into
" Be. Ag to what happened subsequently Cap-
o Parsoms i not quite olear. When he re-
w“"'“l‘ﬂ'i consciousness he found himself in  the
T surrounded by wrackage. He managed to
oo 8 plece of wood and succeeded in remaining
ol surface. When he sighted the lifeboat by
i hﬁﬂ for help. He was pulled abosrd and taken
o He must have besn nearly an hour in the
h' and ice-cold water. Captain Pareons is
e rally terribly upset by the awful catastrophe;
Iy Falates how that he maw some 100 persons
3 r:“ﬁﬂg on the forward part of the upper deck

U he was swapt away by the waves,
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A later telegram from Amsterdam states that it
is impossible yet to ascertaln whethar there are
etill any persons alive on the wraek. The steam
lifeboat **President van Heed” has heen unable aa
yet to approach the “Berlin' owing to hor un-
favourable position on the shoal; it is all that the
lifeboat can do to provent herself being dashed to
pieces. The waiting room of the Hook of Holland
railway station has been transferred into a mortoary
and iz guarded by soldiers,

The “Berlin" is still fast on the North Mole Ot
the other side of the light-house. The ship brolo
in two jnst abaft the funnela, Twn of the funnels
are atill stieking out of the water although partially
submerged. Only. a small portion of the stern
section of the vessel is visible; it s being lashed
by the waves, but two persons are seen to he atill
on {t. While the ses remains so rough their resens
i impossible, It ia believed that the wreok oscurred
owing to something in the engines or in the chains
of the steering gear breaking. It is rumoupred that
several corpses have been washed ashore on the
island of Rozenburg which lies in tha fair-way.
This afterncon the & s “Wodan” entered the roads,
Her erew report that some 10 survivors are still
to be seen on the portiom of the wreak whioh
emerges from the water. Grave fears are enter-
tained that they will all parish in the night.

By & p.m. 33 corpses had been brought ashore
at the Hook. According to latest intelligence only
four persons remain en the wreck and the lifeboats
ire unable to reach them. A portion of the mails
has been recovered by fishermen.

The lifeboat has besn making heraie endenvours
all day to reach the unfortunate persona whe, it
is certain, are still on the wrock, but all its efforts
have been in vain. The boat {8 to make a further
effort at midnight as the sea is ranning down; the
captain hopes to be ablp to reach the wreck. Two
fmore corpses have been recovered.

London, February 21.

The Great Eastern Co. has published a list of
the passengers on the “Berlin® but states that the
list eannot ha regardad as official, in fact, that it
is merely presumed that the persons named wern
on beard. The names are mostly German, among
them being those of Friinleing Gibler and Thiele
of the Dresden Royal Theatre. As usual on snch
oocagions there have been several narrow BECA AR,
a certain Dr. Royk having already packed when he
decided it was too wild a night to oross. One
member of the German opers eompany 35 in
number, who have all perished, by name Denniger,
misged his train and erossed later to Antwerp. He
had intended to join his companions at Rotterdam,
The King's messenger, Col. Arthur Herbort, who
was drowned was earrying partieularly important
despatehes to the courts of Copenhagen, Berlin,
St. Petersborg and Teheran.

Cologue, February 91

The first news of the catasirophe resched hare
with the arrival of the passengers in the Hook of
Holland express. Numbers of people had assem-
bled at the station to meet their friends amd re-
lations and heart-rending scenes ocourred at the
station when the ill news became known. Severa]
persong travelled at onee to the seene of the

disaster,
NEWS FROM AMNERICA,

THE CUBAN PROBLEM.
New York, Febroary 21,

In place of the talk of revolution in Cuba should
the Government be handed over to the Libarals,
there is now talk of war to get rid of the American
eontrol. This new note comes from the extremists
among the Liberal party, which has received so
many favours from Governor Magoon, and seems
on_the face of it somewhat ungrataful,

The Governor, howaver, generoue a8 he has been,
has been unable to satiafy all the claimants for
eivil and military posts, which explains the dis-
content existing among the Liberala. Now that
the party hes grown strong under the Governor's
protection, its sapporters are becoming more con-
fident of their ability to govern the island, and
more anxious for the moment of liberation.

The Conservative papers declare that the Gover-
nor by pampering the Liberals has brought, shout
this dangerous fesling of exaggerated self impor-
tance. The war-talk is merely talk, and the ques-
tion of a rising against the American fores is not
to be considered, Tt indicates, however, the general
impatience at the continuanee of present conditions,
and the anxiety of the Cubane for an early settle-

ment of the problen.

http://digital. slub-dresden de/id416971482-19070223/1

JOURNALISTS IN CONGRESS,
New York, February 21,

Mr. Hermann Ridder propristor and Chief Editor
of the New York Stetalzzeilung has been ohosen
President of the American Newspapers Publishers
Assoclation which embraces all the important jour-
nals in the eountry and which has been holding
its annual eongress here.

JAPAN AND AMERICA.
London, Febraary 22

The Times correspondent in Washington tele-
graphs that the State Department has heard from
Tokio that the Japanese Government agress to the
exclusion of Japanese coolies from the United
States. This smooths the way for the treaty
negotiations which are to be carried on by the
American Ambassador in Telio.

IN THE TRACK OF THE STORM.

Heligoland, February 22,

Yeaterday afterncon a German steamship with a
black funnel and o white ring with a blue star or
crose, was sighted to the south of the island, fly-
ing distress signals, having lost her scraw. The
local Commandant ordered out the small cruiser
““Berlin'®, which at about @ p- m. wae in the neigh-
bourhood of the Sleamship. Later the large croiser
“Friedrich Karl"” went out to help. The steamship
drifted towards the Elbe mouth and was lost to
sight in the darkness

Curhaves, February 22,

The steam lighter “Coburg” collided in the
roads here with the Spanish ateamship "“Brazan",
The “Coburg", considerably damaged, prosseded to
IHnmI:-urg. the “Brazan™ remained in the harbour
Hare.

A oable from Heligoland announces that a Hull
steamer of the Wilson line pasegd seven miles
south of the island with damaged angines,

AN ALPINE ACCIDENT.

Berlin, Febroary 22
The Lokalamnzeiger states that two English
ladies, in endeavouring to ascend from Grindel.
wild.to the Matterhorn hut, were caught by an
avalanche. One of the ladies and g guide were

soverely hurt,
—
GENERAL NEWS.

(From our London correspondent.)
—

The original dispute in conneetion with the
fortheoming visit of the Prines and Princess of
Wales to open the dockyard extension at Devon-
port, has now reached a olimax. Devonport has
taken wmbrage, as the people consider that the
visit should be made less of & naval funetion and
that more of the civie element is neaded, therefore
the quarrel has ended in a refusal by the Mayor
of invitations to taka part in the various cere.
monies. The streets sre not to be decorated anid
schools are to remain open, as the townspeople
think the Prinee and Prinocsss ought to make a
tour through some of the principal streets, Ac-
cording to the programme, the procession will not
pags a single rated house in the town, whaereas
sgveral important thoroughfares are baing traversed
in the adjncent towne of Plymouth and Stonehouse,

On the 27th inst, when the King opens the new
Seagions House, in the Old Bailey, the same route
will be taken to and from the eity. From Bucking-
ham Palace His Majosty will drive by the Mall,
Pall-Mall, Trafalgar-square, Duncannon-street, Strand,
Fleot-atreet and Ludgate-hill.

The Earl of Cadogan will stay for some time
abroad with his two daughters, Lady Bophie Beatt
and Lady Lurgan, who are accompanying him, as
well as two of hia younger sons.

It is stated that Sir Lewis MacIver, M. P, for
West Edinburgh, intends to retire from Parliament,
although he has not yet resigned his asat.

A meeting of those members of Parliament
favourable to the Channel Tunmel Bill was ar-
ranged for Wednesday afterncon, they having been
summoned by Sir William Holland on the Liberal
side, and Sir Edward Sassoon on the Unioniet.
A model of the proposed tunnsl was exhibited for
the firat time, and 200 members were invited.

The great demand in l.':.:n_gland for the cheaper
quality of tea led to some spirited bidding at the

auction sale in the City, 30,000 packages of Indian
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