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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

London, March 20\

Mr. Buneiman, in reply to a question, informed
(e House thet the British Minister in Toheran had
reporied that the guards of the Russian legation
in Teheran and of the Russian Consulate in Tabris
and Urmia had been slightly increased. Similar
stepd on the part of the English Government were
al present considered neither necessary nor desir-
ahle.

The Frime Minister moved ecertain amendments
to the procedure relating to the discussion of the
individual clauses of Bills. Under the system exist-
ing at present the dizeussion in deteil of Govern-
ment measures takes place before the whole Honsa;
by the new amendments all proposals with the ex-
coption of those relating to finance or to excep-
lionally important measures are to be handed over
for dissussion in detail to special committees. The
Primo Minister said thet his proposals would give
the House new life and new strength,

This afterncon a number of suffragettes again
attempted to force thelr way into the precinets of
the House of Commone, but were prevented by
the police, who found it necessary to arrest 86 of
them.

ATTACK ON A SOUTH AFRICAN BANK.

dofecnnestivrg, March 20,

Two men armed with revolvers today made a
laring attaek on the local branch of the National
Bank in Harrison street. Levelling thair weapons,
the men demanded the cash in the bank. The bank
officials and the two men exchanged shots: one of
the latter was shot in the mouth and OVErpowered :
his companion was also secured. One bank official
wad shot in the arm.

NEWS FROM AMERICA.

THE CENTRAL REPUBLICS.

New York, March 20.
President Roosevelt is being urged that the
moment is opportune for this country to intervene
In the war now proceeding in Central America,
It is more than probable, however, that the
firugple will be over before such intervention ecan
be brought about, ae, according to the most trust-
worthy reports, Micaragna has repeatedly beaten
the forces of Honduras, and the Honduran rebels,
Who have had the support of Niearagua, are now
i ful] ion of the capital, with the legal
Fresident in full flight. The nesounts ss to the
igin of this sanguinary little war are still
“nflieting, and the part taken by the other Cen-
tal American Republies is still in doubt, although
It ig pogitively asserted that all of them ATE more
o leas implicated
In view of the disregard shown by the dis-
F'Um;rmm to the adviee of the Governments of the
H'tlt-an:t States and Mexieo, it is suggested that the
‘nduran Provigional Government shall be boy-
cot%ed, and a reversion to the sfafus quo ante be
MEintedd upon. But praetical men say that woumld
Parrying sentiment too far, and that there is
wl the slightest resson why accomplished facts
. ald not be recognised frankly and fully. The
oMt of Hondurss in Washington contends that
1=:::d tountry has been the vietim of a piratical
ty eacherous attack, and he has ealled atten-
the i particular to the buccaneering exploita off
':E.T] Honduran eoast of a flotilla of Nicaraguan so-
o warshj
Mvﬁ:‘f little has reached here of the proceedings
b U880 veassls, but it is alleged that they have
'ﬂtl.in Quite contrary to eivilised warfare and inter-
umﬂﬂ law, _Full information has been requested
Ht:m_.q,mr' Philip Brown, Secretary of the United
b 1y ation at Tegueigalpa, who, as far ag can
ing hﬂ“ out, has been having a lively time, hav-
T present at a number of fights

SLUB
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FINANCIAL UNREST.

New York, March 20.

The Banker Isaac Seligmann had an interview
with President Roosevelt today, in the course of
which the latter declared his readiness to take any
gtep by which he might restore confidence; he did
not, however, see what he could do: he was not
responsible for the attitude of the legislative bodies
of the individoal Statea ta the railways, and he re-
grotted that attitude. He said that he was in-
clined to meet the railway companies halfway; he
had the utmost confidence in Mr. Secretary
Cortelyon and he would not interfers with any
steps he might take.

NEWS FROM FRANCE.

THE “JENA" DISASTER.

Faris, March 20,

A memorial service was held today in Notre
Dame in memory of the victims of the “Jena'
disaster. The coadjutor of the Archbishop of Paris,
Mgr. Annetie, celebrated mass. The Minister of
Marine was represented at the serviee which was
attended by many deputies and senators

At today's meeting of the Semate, M. Monis
moved that a Commission of nine members should
be appointed with full powers to enguire into the
“Jena™ disaster, and alse into the other disasters
which have happened to the fleet in recent yeara,
The Minister of Marine, M, Thomson, said that the
Government would agres to this and would give
the Commission their cordial cooperation. He
stated that the Commission of naval officers has
described as incorrect the idea that the explosion
took place in the after powder magagzine of the
“dJena™ and has coofirmed the view that the
disaster was due either to a short circuit, or to a
fall of shells, or to chsnges thut had taken place
in the chemieal condition of the explosives. All
the ammunition had been examined last Septembor,
and the artillery staff did not believe that the ex-
plosion was eaused by decomposition of the powder.
The enquiry must be eonducted seriously and in
cold blood. After some disenssion a Commission
of 12 was appointed.

THE CHAMBER.
Pariz, March 20.

The Honge today rejected by 57B voles to 154 a
proposal of Abbé Gayrawd (Catholic Republican)
that religion should be unrestricted in the naval
and military hospitals. The motion was cansed by
the fact that a priest, summoned to the bedside of
one of the men, injured by the explosion on the
“dJena”, was refused admittance to the hospital.
M. Thomson, Minister of Marine, said that religion
was unrestricted and that priests were admitted to
the bedsides of those patients who had desired to see
them, in accordanee with the regulations of the
hoapital.

In the further course of the sitting M. Jaurés
introduced his motion demanding the appointment
of a commission of 22 Members to examine the
political seope of the Montagnini papers. The
motion also called for the immediate publication
of all the docoments in order to defeat the ends
of mischievous articles and to make eclear the pro-
vooative attitude of Rome.

M. Castelnau from the Right opposed the motion,
fharllct&riﬂ:ing it as unworthy of France and il-
egal.

M. Denys Cochin (Conservative) reminded the
House of the intervention of Austria-Hungary, al-
luded to the execitement which had parvaded the
diplomacy of Europe, denied that the [apers wers
important and reproached the (Government with
iyrannising over conscienses,

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, M. Pichon,
formally denied that any excitement had arizsen
among European diplomats. He pointed out that
on January 20th he had refused to hand over the
papers of Mgr. Montagnini to an advoeate. In the
mosat courteous way he had suggested that it would
be better if a foreign embassy would undertake to
represent the interesta of the Holy SBee. Some
days later the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador had
vigited him and told him officially that his Govern-
ment had no desire to interfere in the confliot be-
tween France and the Vatican. The Ambasssdor
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had then asked if the Government would object in
any way, should the Austro-Hungarian Govern-
mant ask to be allowed to take over the papers of
the former Nuntiature, The Government had no
objection to handing over the papers to the Austro-
Hungarian Ambassador; those were all the facts
of the case, All the papers lodged in the former
apartmenta of the Nuntivg Lorenzelli or desoribed
by Mgr. Montagnini as dating from a time anterfor
to the breach of diplomatie relations were handed
io the Austro-Hungarian Embassy without the
Government having cognisance of their contents.

M. Pichon added that the Government were per-
fectly justified in their expulsion of Mgr. Mon-
tagnini, who possessed no  officlal capacity, and
the Pope's claim to jurisdiction over the Catholies
in France was directly opposed to the constitution
of the country. He denied that the Diplomatic
Corps disapproved of the action of the Govern.
ment. No Power had replied to the Fope's protest,

M. Pichon concluded: “No foreigner may shelter
himself beneath diplomatic privileges in order to
organise a conspiracy.” (Loud applanse.)

M. Clémeneeau denied that they need spare the
weaver of a plol because he was a prisst.

The Chamber adopted M. Jaurda’ motion by
370 votes to 184,

Crernowitz, March 20,

News comes from the frontier districts that the
veasant disturbances in Roumania, especially in the
northern part of Moldavia, are increasing. The
town of Burdujeni has been destroyed. Bome 3,000
Jowish fugitives have taken refuge in the neigh-
bouring towns of Itzkany and Suczawa on the other
gide of the frootier. The disturbances in the
Roumunian town in the vicinity of Synoutz continue.
Bome 2,000 rioters are on the mareh to Mihailen
where violence is hourly expected. From there
too, Jewish fogitives, mostly women and ohildren,
are arosting the frontier for safety. The capital
of the distriet, Jassy, is being besieged by 30,000
peasante. The garrison is too weak to be able 1o
oppose the large foree 300 peasants have attacked
Pacurani but were driven back with great loss by
the soldiers, The War Minister has ordered the
mobilisation of the 4th army eorps and the Chamber
has approved of hia suggestion to call up all the
reserves for 14 daya, A regular pitched battle
lasting several hours has taken place at Bohoshani
between poor Jews and peasants; on both sides
there were killed and wounded. Drunken soldiers
took part in the looting, demolished houses and
fraternised with the mob, The distress is appalling.
The movement ig spreading and threatena to extend
over the whole of upper Moldavia.

NEWS FROM RUSSIA.

THE DUMA.
St Petersbury, March 20.

The Labour group and the Moderate group of
peasants demand that an agrarian committes shall
be formed before anything elss, The finanee and
Budget committees were disoussed and it was
decided to postpone the election of these com-
mittees. A proposal to nominate a special com-
mittee for organising relief in the famine-stricken
districte led to a long debate. The Deputy of the
Don distriet, Kaklugin, said that even among the
Cossacks there wae famine and many Cossacks
were foroed to M. Fedoroff, Deputy for
Bt. Patersburg ecity, said that it was necassary o
adopt radieal reforms in fighting the famine, sines
mere relief measures led o nothing in a country
which like India and China is a classic land of
famine.

In the further course of the speeches
speakers, mostly peasants, made violent speeches,
making all possible suggestions without making
any definite proposal for relief in the congested
districts.

M. Roditcheff pointed out the impossibility of
direct relief by the Duma, and demanded of the
Deputies to procesd in accordance with the law
which allowed them and indeed made it their duty
to demand an account and to control the depart-
ment existing in the Ministry of the Interior for
the relief of famine, and to exercise the functions
of n parliamentary body. The question of the
appointment of a relief committes occupied all the
reat of the sitting. Professor Kissewitter of Moscow
aadcciated himself with M. Roditcheff's remarks
and pointed out the necessity of controlling the re-
lief mensures of the Government, He concluded

by saying “If we ses mismanagement, we shall not
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