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ILL-TREATING NATIVES IN ERITISH EAST
AFRICA.

fewtey announees from Mombasa that the Pre-
gident of the Colonist Union, Mr. Grogan, o landed
proprietor named Bowkas, and three other persons
hove besn sentemced for illegal punishment of
mitives bo terms of imprisonment of from 7 days
to one month and fines of from 250 to 500 rupees.

THE PLAGUE IN INDIA.

The latest reports show an alarming increase of
plague. During the week ending March 9, thers
wire 49,743 cases and 41,677 deaths

NEWS FROM AMERICA.

THE PRESBIDENT AND ME. HARRIMAN.
New York, April 2,

With reference to the report published in some
of the newspapers thai President Roosevelt in the
year 1904 asked the railroad King, Mr. Harriman,
to contribute 200,000 dollars to the Republican
election fund and in consideration of that con-
iribution promised to appoint Senator Depew
Ambassador in  Parie, the President publishes
sevarnl letters which he wrote in Oectober 1905
anid which prove the groundlessness of Mr. Harri-
man's statement.

NEWS FROM FRANCE.

THE MONTAGNINI PAPERS.
Faris, April 2.

i In consequence of the publication of the papers
of Monsignor Montagnini in the Figaro, whereby
M. Clémenceau is entangled in the affair—aines it

d i stated in the papers that the leader of the party

g 'f Liberal action, M. Piou, had thought of bribing

g M. Cléimenceau—M. Clémenceau has now written a

htter to the Figaro relating the occurrences from
his point of view. He says in the letter that In
M5 he was invited to luncheon by an Ameriean
lady to meet M. Piou, whom he had not seen for
'wilve years. As coffee was heing served, M. Piou
told him that he was opposed (o Beparation, where-
bpon he, Clémencean, simply replied that he, om
the tontrary, wong in favour of it. When he heard
o the publication of the Montagnini papers, he
inderstood that the luncheon had been 8 means
employed by M. Piou to enable him to boast at
the Vatiean of having such relations with M.
lémeneeau as to permit him to attempt the
Pirchase of that politician by a large sum of
Woney. M. Clémenceaun appeals to the sound com-
I sense of every loyal man to stigmatise such
! Proteading which, as he says, would be worthy
OF sharpers and commen swindlers.

. Paris, April 3.
The Jf'i-g'ﬂ-'m continues the publication of the
‘Nlagnini papers, among which are several of
the Xuntio's reports to Cardinal Merry del Val
il the latter's replies. Ome of the reports refers
g ! conversation which the Monsignor had with
't Francis Bertie, the British Ambassador, who is
“id to have expremssd the opinion that the Re-
publican form of Government suited Franee well,
ti;:. that the Republic must be wise and really
; I"ﬂ- and against the separation of Church
i State. If however, it should come to that,
amlv-rnuld be the fault of the Conservatives
; the nobles. Tn one of his replica Cardinal
W;I?IF del Val writes: “I am very well pleased
e jh!DUr zeal and diseretion. Endeavour to hear
“ch and H'-]liy]Ettle.” The Aurore has also obtained
. 5 ] some of the Montagnini ra, and

M’FL"“' the publication of them today. papers
M, & Hu:fm publishes o pumber of the seized
byy ENini documents, from which it appears that
he Monsignor and the Cardinal did their
to promote the glection of M. Jacqgues Piow to
dment, and that ecclesinstical influence was
Hﬂ?«g t to bear on several Conservative and
thej “nalist oandidates to induce them to renounce
" tandidature in favour of M. Piou
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Wir fihren Wissen.

THE LOS8 OF THE “JENA'".

The jodieial Commission appointed to enguire
into the loss of the “Jena” has issued ite report,
and has eome to the conclusion that the explosion
was not dos to malice but to spontaneous com-
bustion of the powder.

THE UNREST IN ROTUMANIA.

The Roumanian Embassy in Berlin has received
the following telegraphie eommunication with re-
ference to the Roumanian disturbances from the
Prime Minister:

“The pacification of Moldavia is proeesding
apace, and no new excesses are to be reported.

Everywhere in Wallachia the revolt, which raged
in several towns of the districts of Olt and Doly
with sueh violense that the artillory had to inter-
fere, has been suecessfully suppressed. The an-
nouncements of several jonrnala as to the number
of killed and wounded are extraordinarily exagge-
rated; as, for example, the news published in the
foreign Press that in Bailisti the number of dead
excesdsd 400. The chief bands are now dispersed,
and a very marked amelioration of the general
situation is noticed in Wallachia. Many ringleaders
have been arrested.

In most distriets of Moldavia and Muntinie, the
new Prefests are endeavouring to personally pacify
the pepulation and to restore a good anderstanding
betwesn the property-owners and the peasants,
They are going from community to community,
listening to the complaints of the peasants and en-
deavouring to remove their canses. Many property-
owners and leassholders are displaying patriotism
and good-will, by aiding in the removal of the
most serious misunderstandings. The reading of
the proclamation of the new Government, announeg-
ing most imporiant agrarian reforms, is having a
quieting effect everywhere, and is received with
confidence. Complete order prevails in the eapital;
and, in gpite of the endeavouras of a section of the

Bunday passed off without incident.”

A telegram from Bucharest dated April 2 states:

“Order has been restored throughout the country.
No fresh cases of incendiarism or looting are re-
ported. Fomenters of disturbance, ringleaders, or
suspicions persons are being handed over to the
Courta of justice. The restoration of a good under-
standing between property-owners, leaseholders, and
peasants is making good progress in all parts of
the ecountry. There is every ground for the ex-
pectation, that, with the increasing ordoer, agri-
cultural work will be resumed.'

NEWS FROM RUSSIA.

THE IMPERIAL DUMA.
- 8. Pelershurg, April 2,

At today's sitting M. Kokovzov, Minister of Fi-
nance, amid the sxcited tensiom of the House, in a
quiet clear voiee explained the details of the budget.
The Minister pointed out that the Duma had not
yet the necessary experience for the technique of
budgets, bot that with mutnal good-will and eon-
fidence the unavoidable difficulties would be over-
eome. It was only pecessary for them to treat the
budget from an exclusively technical point of view.
There wae no need to turn asside from the dif-
ferences of opinion which eame to light, for these
formed the bagis of fruitfol work if the object of
this work was to maintain the aim of the Govern-
ment as well as of the Duma viz. to vote the sup-
pliea which must be handed to the executive in
order that they might accomplish the tasks set be-
fore them. An examination of the budget was ur-
gently required by the imperative interests of the
State, not so much because it would be difficult
to make the requisite grants unless the budget was
approved of The Government possessed all logis-
lative means of attaining this object and they were,
at present, experiencing no difficulties. But the
acceptance of the budgei wag necessary, because a
great Btate like their country could not lead a
normal existence without a budget conforming to
law, which was an essential condition of the life
of every Btate,

The Minigter then proceeded to examine in detail
the 1907 budget and pointed out that moderation
formed the basis of the composition of the Govern-
ment budget. They would perhaps reproach him,
the Minister, with having pald too little attention
to the distressed state of the country, but eriticiam
was easy. He hoped that the budget eommittes of
the Duma would thoroughly sift the matter and
should errors, committed by the Government, be
digcovered, the Government was prepared to rectify
them. The Minister drew a parallel between sconomy
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in private life and economy in the State, and said
that what wae diffieult in domestie sconomy was
also difficult in the econothy of the State. Kussia
could not diminish certain items of outlay e g
repayment of loans, and other expenses of an
economic nature, for otherwise their revenue might
be diminished. Diminishing their chief outlay was
only possible by corresponding alteration of laws.
Other countries hod passed through periods such
as was now distressing Russia, and then the same
complaints were made as now, the repeal of taxes
and the substitution for them of new ones which
would only affect the rich were demanded, but
promises and fulfilment were two different things;
while they might promise and might eriticise the
taxpayer must wait and meanwhile opan hiz purse
aver wider for the Financs Ministry.

The Minister went on to discuss the ordinary and
extraordinary revenoe of the State and remarked
that the estimates had heen made with studied
moderation. It would be the worst possible mis-
take on his part to estimate the revemue too high
in the budget; one might be right once or even
soveral times, but one could not reckon on heing
constantly, lastingly, right. After great labour he
had succeeded in getting square for 1907 with
existing revenue, and in covering the ordinary ex-
penditure by existing taxation. The ordinary
budget balanced withont a deficit, the extra-
ordinary budget alone showed a deficit, but there
wag no ground for alarm in that The ordinary
revenue could not regularly be applied to extra-
ordinary ountlay.

They ought not to look with anxiety into the
future; every State in a similar position had had
reecurss to loans. He reminded the House of the
dietum of M. Thiere that there was no deficit if
the Btate wae foreed to extracrdinary expenditure,
provided that it could take up a loan and pay the
intereat. ‘The State would return to normal life
if the Budget conformed to State requirements,
and the Government would not be placed in the
necessity of covering huge outlay by methods
apart from the Budget. The hope of a speedy re-
turn to normal life wonld then become a certainty.

The Minlster continued : “The disturbances which
are erushing our country to the ground must
cease, and order must be restored, in order that
averyone may know that he will be able to work
peacefully and enjoy the fruits of his labour, You
will then witness a speedy restoration of our credit
and of our finanecial position, =8 iz due to the
finances of a great country which possesses in-
exhaustible wealth and a population of 160 millions".

The Minister concluded his remarks by appeal-
ing to the Duma to work with the Government at
the involved task of lmproving the finances, and
requosted the House to refer the Budget proposals
at once to the Budget Committes. In eonelusion
he reealled the words spoken by the Belgian
Finance Minister in 1906, that the conduet of the
finances of a country ought mot to be the affair of
this or that political party.

During the Minister's speech, many Deputies left
their seats and eame nearer the speakers’ tribune,
in order to be able to better follow the speech,
whioh created a lively impression.

The ex-Minister M. Kuttler then discussed the
Budget in all its details; he attacked all depart-
ments of the Government and objected that the
Budget lacked clearness. There were large omis-
sions in the Budget; for instance, the department
of the Empress Marie was not even mentioned:
the estimate of the outlay was based on 518 dil-
ferent lawe, of which some dated from the year
1843, The SBtate revenues procesded from indirect
taxes, which were an intolarable burden on the
poorer classes, while the property - owning classes
were not sufficiently affected. The State revenues
depended in the first degree upon the aloohol
monopoly, because the Finance Minister had intro-
duced far more alechol than had formerly been
the case. The spesaker, after attacking the rail-
ways and other State undertakipgs, turned to the
Civil departments, instancing several examples of
entirely superfloous institutions; as, for instanes,
the Press department, since by the Czar's manifesto
the consorship was abolished. Theee institutions,
however, appeared in the Budget and increased
the expenditure. Russin was suffering under the
inorease of the interest on her loans. The speaker
pointed out that the army - of officinls was

‘numerons, and that many of them were quile

superfluous, He concloded by aaying that the
Duma must set in order its righta as a legislative
assembly, and do it utmost to introduce finaneial
reform.
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