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that Great Britain could only grant effectual pre-
feremtial trestment if she introduced preferential
lariffa on foreign food-stuffz and raw materials
The British elestorate had, however, by an un-
exampled majority, declared itself against aoy
alteration of the tariff system. The Colonial Prime
Ministers had made their position very clear at
the Conference, and s0 had the Government. This
open exchange of opinions had established the fact
that the opinions of the Colonies and the mother
country differed, but their friendly relations had
been strengthened.

The Opposition amendment was rejected by 376
voteg to 108, and the Bill was read a second time

THE COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

The Colonial Conference finished ita sittings on
Tuesday after passing a resolution recommending
an express steamship service between England and
Australia vic Canada.

THE ENGLISH RAILWAY DISPUTE.

able condition.'" Now, however, Ireland was *‘ab-
solutely quiet and orderly fsic), and its intellizence
was [nsulted” by Mr. Birrell. It Is safe to say
that Mr. A. J. Kettle's resolution will give rise to
aome heated longuage at the Convention.

The Leinster Leader condemns the Bill root
and branch, and it points the finger of scorn at
the “mock control” of the Irish Coonell over
those departments which are likely to yield no
fruit in the harvest of Administration, and give
rise to the greatest political heartburns. “An Irish
Couneil,” it concludes, “with control of the minor
departments, might develop into something of a
national power, The Liberals thought it better to
blend the Council with a nominated element,
thereby violating the prineiples for which thay
stand in England. The position of the Lord
Lieatenant in connection with the Irish Couneil is
the most amazing thing that has been proposed in
the political world in modern times. We have
only ome parallel—the autoeratic sway of the Czar
of Ruasia. The Lord Lieutenant would have the

individual leaders of the Labour Union since they
had been guilty of illegal action,

M. Clémenceau said that he would not reinstate
in their former poste or re-employ the dismissed
Civil Sérvants.

The delegation rejected M. Delcassé’s Order of
the Day by a majority of 6 and then discussed an
Order of the Day proposed by M. Codet which ex-
presged the opinion that the rights of the syndi-
cates ought to be maintained and the oivil ser-
vants protected against tyranny by respect for the
lews and by discipline, and expressed also con-
fidence that the Government would suppresa the
anarchist and anti-patriotic Instigations smanating
from the members of the Labour Union. All the
paragraphs up to the words relating to the Labour
Union, which were rejected hy 12 voles to 8, wera
passad unanimounely,

Since the delegation could not agree as to the
nacessity of eriminal proceedinga against one per-
son or several, the whole of M. Codet’s Order of the
Day was rejected nearly unanimously. The dele-
gation, in consequence, gave ita membera full liberty
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