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Delegate, M. Beernaert, reserved to himself the
right of formulating a new proposal. The dis-
cussion was deferred to the next sitting.

THE DEFPARTURE OF THE COREAN
DELEGATES.

The Corean Delegates to the Conference sailed
from Bouthampton for America on Wednesday.
Before their departure they were interviewed by
FReuler's represpntative, to whom Prinee Yong said
thet their intention was to bring the eituation of
Corea with respect to Japan to the notice of Pre-
gident Roosevelt, and to vieit the more important
eities of America. On their return to England,
which would be in a few weeks, they would form
a wociety in London whose tagk it would be to
eounteract the policy of Japan in Corea, Whether
their mission to the Hague had been abortive,
thay could not say. They had received — parti-
eularly from the Delegates of Great Britain, France,
Garmany, and the United BStates — assurances of
sympathy with regard to the situation in the
Corea, and of assistance. The Delegation had been
sent by the former Emperor of Corea. Their
miggion had in no way been affected by the
enforeed abdication of the Emperor, as his last
words to them had been: ““Take no thought of me
personally, evem if I am murdered; go on with
your work, re-establish the Iindependence of the
ecountry.” The misslon of the Delegation wounld
consist, His Majesty told them, in addressing to the
Powers the invitation to emsure the independence
of the Corea a8 a neutral State like Holland. In
eonelusion the Delegates declared that the abdica-
tion of the Emperor was to be ascribed to Japaness
money and Corean traitors

JAPAN AND RUSSIA.

It is rumoured in Tokio that the Couneil of
Elder Statesmen were on Tuoeaday busy with the
matter of the Russo-lapanese enfenfe. It is ex-

bed that it will soon be published, immediately,

fuct, after the publication of the commereial

treaty
A GERMAN BANK IN PERSIA.

Rewler’'s Bureaw reports that the concession for
the eatablishment of 8 German bank in Tehoeran
wad, with few alterations—the chief one being the
prolongation of the concessions to 45 yeara—aigned
on Tuoesday by the Minister of Commerce and
Ivireator OGuimann. The concession contalns a
clause giving the Minister of Commerce full power
to enguire into the affaire of the bank onoce a year,
and a provision securing military protection to the
bank and its dependencies.

AFFAIRS IN COREA.

A Renter's telegram from Seoul dated Wednesday
states that Marquis Ito laid the Japanese proposals
before the Corean Cabinet on that day. The Prime
Miniaster Yiwanyong and the Minister of War had
handed to the Emperor a new plan for the govern-
ment of the country. The Japanese proposals,
although not endangering the safety of the Throne,
were suppoded to be of a stirring nature. From
Techemulpo it was reported that three Japanese
war-ships had arrived there. On Tuoesday after-
noon began the arrest of the officials who had
quitted the Palace; the object of the arresta being
to gift information proceeding from the late Emperor
a8 to alleged intrigues.

Telegrams received at Tokio from Seoul state
that a rising of the Corean troops is feared. The
agreement between Japan and Corea is concluded,
but the text has not yet been published. It is re-
ported that the unlimited control of the internal
administration of Cores, as well as the appoint-
ment of Japanese to posta in the Corean Govern-
ment, is conceded to Japan. The assent of Corea
is said to have been obtained with comparatively
little difficulty, thanks to the eireumstance that the
Japanese demands are less stringent than they had
been assumed to be, and that they do not include
thi deportation of the deposed Emperor to Tokio.

EEVOLUTIONIEED EMELTING.

A French inventor elalms to have wronght a re-
veluthan in the smelting of eopper, and practical
Brnellers are coming all the way from Amerioa to
study the process.  Instead of costly fornaces,
electricity Is applled to tanks, and it is asserted
that ure can be thus reduced to 97 per cent, pure
eopper at about B8 per ton

_*_
STREET INCIDENT ROMANCE,

A romance attaches to the wedding which has
just taken place at Great Harkeslsy, Essex, betwean

harleg Johnson, aged seventy-one, and Mra Jane
Fitte, a widow, aged seventy-four. The aged couple
became acquainted through the woman safely pilot-
ing the bridegroom (whose eyesight is defeotive)
acroas a crowded street at Colcheater. The kindly
attention led to the winning of a hushand.

Wir fihren Wissen.

LONDON LETTERS,

(From our eorreapondent.)
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LOKDON TRAFFIC PROEBLEMS.

London, July 23

The Report of the Royal Commission on London
Traffic, which appeared in bulky instalments, prin-
cipally during 1905, was in the main probably the
most important State dosument bearing upon this
intrigate and diffieult problem ever issued. It
showed, on the one hand, that the average Londoner
is mot mearly ®o great a traveller ns sither the
Parizian, the Berliner, or the New Yorker, for whereas
the Londoner makes only 170 journsys a year (not
on foot), the Parisian performs 200 such journeys
annually, the Berliner 270, and the New Yorker
even 300, But the same repori, on the other hand,
also threw a wivid light upon the backwardness
of oor Meiropolitan means of transit, compared
with the travelling facilities existing in other
centres of humanity, and it likewiee illustratad the
entire inadequacy of our streeta and roads to ao-
commaodate more traffie above ground, eonducted

in aceordance with modern notions and require-
meants.
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Binee 1905 the London Traffic problem has
eertainly not grown less complex. It is true that
more Tube Railwoys, more Tramway Lines, have
been congtructed, but the former only affect the
underground traffiec and trapsit of London. More-
over, it is a well aseertained and remarkable fact
that traffic increases rapidly with every new
facility for quick travel. This has been fully de-
monstrated in the ease of the Central London (late
“gwopenny''y Tube. When it was opened betwesn
Shepherd's Bush and the Bank of England, many
omnibuses running above-ground along the same
route censed running, for there “‘was not enough
traffie for both',

At present, however, more omnibusés ronbetweaen
the Bank and Shepherd®s Bush than ever before,
and they are profitably employed on that (penny)
distanee, notwithetanding the many millions carried
backward and forward over the Central London;
notwithstanding, too, the fierce competition which
apon 88t in with the old Underground Railway
Lines, connecting the East and the West of London;
agnin with the motor-omnibuses that rapidly caome
into vogue about the same time
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That competition, of course, soon bocame ax-
eeasive, foreing down prices eventually much under
any remunerative basis. The Tubes and Under-
ground shallow Railways, being in stranger hands,
at last eame to an understanding, o raise their
fares. Now the omnibuses want to follow suit, and
also to inerease their fares, but their case is
entirely different from that of the Railways, being
inherently weaker and moreovor complicated by
the competition with tramways, mostly belonging
to the London County Council, steamers on the
Thames, and--last though not least — motor - om-
nibugses,

The latter are the most serions factors in the
traffic situation above ground, although it is true
that they are passing just now through a grave
erisis,

The motor - omnibus, it is stated, has fallen on
evil days, There i# not a company, it iz safe to
ERY, now running these wvehicles on the strests of
London, which is satisfied with the conditions
under which they are condocting the service, and,
three companies have withdrawn from the streets
a totel of 104 omnibuses, representing a capital
value of at least £ 800,000

The Royal Court Pharmacy.
i English and American Dispensary.

Prescriptions — Patent medicines - Mineral-waters
Sehloss Birasse, opposite the Royal castle

The most important of these companies s the
London Power Omnibus Company, which ran the
“Pioneer”’ motor-buses. At a meeting of share-
holders, this company went into voluntary liquida-

tion. This was the firat company to undertake th
running of motor-ommniboses, and was one of ),
largest concerns of ita kind in London, *

Of its sixty-seven “Ploneers”, at present tully
licensed by the police, forty are in working ord,
at the garage at Cricklewood, but the whole sep.
viee was stopped in the course of Imst weel
Heasons for this course were given at a shap.
holders meeting, over which Captain Stanley, the
chalrman of the company, presided. The stoppay..
of the service, it appeared, had been done by g,
mortgagess, who had appointed a receiver, Certaiy
craditors, too, Captain Btanley explained, had, o
the appointment of the receiver, perved wrirs
against the company, and the board had, therefor.,
no hesitation in recommending the sharsholders 1,
pags & resolution for voluntary ligoidation. He
thought that in this way alowe could the company
meet their obligations and at the same time leave
any surplos for shareholders. Since the contes..
tors, tome time ago, threw up their maintenanee oo
tracts, the company had been spending 1= 6d. per
car-mile to earn only 11d.

Some interesting particulars of the present fina.-
eial position of the companies are given by the
Wastnvinster (Fazetle.

The capital commitments and presemt marked
position of the London General and Road Cap
Companies, who (be it noted) are persevering wit)
th:]lir motor-omnibuses, is Indicated in the following
table:—

London General. Denginination, Pregent Pries
E773,502 Ord. Btocka . ... ... E100 , ., £65 to L6D

260400 § per cent, cum. Pref. 10 ..., & to @

00000 4 per cent. Mort, Debe, 100 . . . Bt 93
London Rosd Car.

54,710 eam, & per cent Prel. 10, .. =

444000 O, sliares . . ... . ... 2t 3

153,000 1st Mort. 4 per cent.. 100 8w 9

In the cage of t he Vanguard Motor - Omnibus
Company, there is practically no business now
being transacted in either the £1 ordinary (293,000)
or the £1 non-cumulative preference (£375,000)
shares; but they were on offer during the week af
prices ranging from 1a 6d. to 34 6d. each, while
the £100 debenture stock (£200,000) has marked s
discount of over 25 per cent.

The London General Omnibus Company, whose
directors make no seerst of their disgust with
their motor-omnibus business, experienced a redoe-
tion of £13,645 in their ordinary traffie receipts
for the last hall-year, compared with the preceding
gix months, although G00000.more passsngers ware
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The erisis with the motor-omnibuses is not wholly
attributed to excessive competition. The metro-
politan Police are blamed for frop de zéle, for
ridiculously severe restrictions and tests.

“At the ond of every twelve months,' said o
manager of one of the Companies to a Pressman,
“when we take our omnibuses to Beotland Yard to
have our licenses renewed, we have to put before
the Police Commissioner what is to all intents and
purposes a new omnibus. That means a big oul-
lay, but it ie useless to put before the Commissioner
a bus that is not up-to-date™

And then the London Motor-Omnibus Companies
have to fight other enemies. Bome atill eomplain
of the bad noise and evil smells which their
vehicles are “heir to", others declare that they
are ruining London house property, wherever they
come, to an enormous extent.

The secretary of the Society for the Betterment
of London has supplied the following table show-
ing the depreciativn of house property in varions
{Jm-ta of London, which, he declared, was duoe
argaly to motor-bus traffic, and in some degree to
traotion engines:-—-

Average
Mo, of Houses. Depreciation. F “Tual,
11 | R EA000 - ... 2,10 M)
%ﬂ ------ 1;% i ?.{I}I.I.l}[hﬂ
000 C11ll 0o 500,000
000 L. b RO, 0080
20,000 £ 6,000,000

Asked how these slarming figures were arrived
at, Mr. Green, the hon. secretary of the society.
efid the estimate was based upon statements which
had been made by owners of house property when
the society was arranging a petition to the Home
Beoretary against strest nojses

“I might almost say,” added Mr. Green, *thal
the thoroughfares in which these properties are
gituated are all motor-omnibus routes, Tube rail:
ways are not included in our estimates.’

icklawood, Kensington, Putney, and Padding-
ton were moentioned as the distriets which had
suffered most severely from this cause. In Cromr-
well-road alone, Mr. ({raﬁn sald, there were at pre-
sent fifty empty houses

The petition on the subject, which the sooiety
has prepared, is still being extensively signed, anid
will shortly be presented to the Home Secrstary
who will be asked to introduce such legislation
“as may be deemed necessary’ for the abatement
of nuisances “‘which are seriously depreciating the
value of property and causing a considerable amount
of discomfort and injury to health.'
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