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The Paily Record

The First Daily Paper published in Germany
in English.
Officss: Desodens, Btowve Broasss L Felophonst 1755,
Beclin AW, Fot-Bames Btoasse 10/11.

Bubocriplion fos Duedon and the whole of
Wmﬁﬂmlm:

— ] math o month, =—m=1

P~ On account of the Reformation
festival our next number will appear
on Saturday next.

THE CONGO.

A very illuminating document addressed by Mr.
E. D. Morel, the secretary of the Congo Heform
Asgociation, to Bir Edward Grey has been made
publie. It tends very conclusively to justify the
attitude of suspicion which hes been adopted by
the British Foreign Office towards the proposed
Bolgion Annexation Bill. Mr. Morel, epeaking at
Liverpool on September 24, obasrved that the Bill
would offeet little or nothing exeept to perpetuate
the viees of the presemt system, and pointed out
that King Leopold was pulling the strings in order
to keep the linancial control in his own hands
The Congo, a8 is8 well known, ia not a posseasion
of the Belgian people, but of the Balgian monareh;
it was not, however, until some years ago, when
the Reveremd A. E. Serivener made his second four
from Bolobo to Lake Leopold IL, that the abusa
and gross oulrages prociised there were revealed,
and that many promises and some actoal reforms
were made. With the objest of ascertaining the
success of these measures, Mr. Cassie Murdoch, of
the Baptist Mission at Bolobo, undertook a walk
of inspection through the ““Crown Domain®, and
his report is submitted by Mr. Morel to the Foreign
Office together with a resolution of his Association
eondemning the proposed annexation scheme as it
stands at present.

The revelations made by this obviously sincere
and disinterested missionary are almost ineredible.
A system of slavery, of the most unserupulous kind,
appears to be administered by the white offidials
who represent the authority and eapecially the
finaneial elaims of King Leopold IT. With a vory
few exceptions the whole of the people in the
“Orown Domain®, a region ten times the zize of
Belgium itself, are subject to a so-called rubber
tax; but rubber has almost entirely disappeared
from this particular distriet, so that in order to
produce  their monthly sobsidy the nativea are
bound to travel a considerable distance. This doos
not only involve a monthly journey of at least ten
days over three hundred miles of swampy ground
froquented by wild beasts, but also a ten days so-
journ in the forest, quite without protection and
oomfort, during the hot days and cold nighta of
the summer as well as during the heavy downpour
of the rainy season. The “tax™ for each man is
fifteen lengths of rubber, and for his labour of twenty
or twenty-five days he receives half a fathom of
oloth and sometimes o few pieces of salt He is
further subject, firetly, o the assessment of arrears
ghould his produee prove imperfect; secondly, to
the frequent depredations of the native corporals
themselves. The natives declars that two months
ot of five they get nothing at all. Actual shortage
is punighed severely by imprisonment or by the
administering of a noxions liguid sompounded of
green tobaceo leaves and red peppers. Individual
acts of atroeity, such #3 were rife a few years ago,
do not any lopger oocur, *““The sfate agents’’,
gnys Mr. Murdosh, “have come to the sonelusion
that it is a waste of cariridges to shoot down this
people. But the whole system i o vast atrocity
involving the people in & state of umimaginable
misery”. Ewen the natives themselves recognize
the difference between organized slavery and these
methods of exploitation. “"No', they say, “we are
not aven slaves, Slaves are happy compared with
ug. Slaves are protected by thelr masters; they
are fed and elothed™. :

It is not possible that in the face of thesa fTacts
the delegates of the Belgian people will allow the
Annexation Bill to become law without considerable
alterations. That a free peopls, which has in the
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past suffered the persecutions of a foreign tyrant,
which has won its liberties in the face of European
oppogition and has embodied in its constitutional
maxims the highest principles of political freedom
should allow the continuanee of swooh practices
would be revolting to the morality of all ecivilized
States. Four years ago the Powera declined to
intervens, but if, after every oppeortunity of amend-
ment has besn given and fgnored, Bir Edward
Grey carries out his threat of reconsidering British
treaty righte and the treaty obligations of the
Congo Btate, we trust that he will be backed by
the other Powers. It would be a fitting climax to
the humanitarian ideals expressed in the course of
the year at the Hague Conferencs and slsewhers
and to the general understanding still prevailing
among diplomatista if pressure were brought to
bear from the proper quarters upon King Leo-
pold se sovereign of the Congo, or upon the Bel-
gian gpovernment of which King Leopold i3 a
member.
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THE KING AND QUEEN OF SPAIN IN LONDON.

) Losdon, Ootober 29,
The King and Queen of Spain, with the Crown
Pringe, arrived here thiz evening.

MINISTERS ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION,

London, Oetober 20,

Speaking at Neweastls, Mr, Haldane, the Secre-
tary of HState for War, said that Liberalism’ was at
the summit of its power; its repressntatives, how-
ever, should not procesd self-sonseionsly. So long
a8 complate concord did not prevail among the
nations England must not neglect the national de-
fence, The Hague Conference had shown that
other States are not in agreement with the wishes
of England. Advanced Bocialism was striving for
an Improvement of existing econditions, but diffi-
cultigs arose when it attempted to turn those efforts
to practical use.
~ The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr, Asquith,
in a apesch delivered at Dundee confined himself
entirely to the subject of the reform of the House
of Lords,

THE DISTURBANCES IN INDIA.

London, Oetober 30,

HReuter's Bureau publishes a rveport from Pesha-
wur in these terms: “A band of Afridls made an
attack on Pabbi;, a place where an outpost of the
Hdth Bikh regiment is stationed. Omne soldier was
wounded and a number of horses were carried off
by the robbers. The police attacked the Afridis,
and recoversd threa of the stolen horses. Three of
the police were wounded, two of them severely.
The robber band escaped".

DROUGHT IN INDIA.

The Vieeroy of India telegraphs that the state
of the provinees affected by the drought is gotting

worse. Moderate rain has fallen in other parts of
India.

THE HEALTH OF THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA.

: Fienna, Oetober 29,
The Emperor took his first walk in Schinbrunn
Park today, and much enjoyed it

NEWS FROM AMERICA.

THE FINANCIAL CRISIS.

Waskinglon, October 29,

When the meeting of the Cabinet was over, Mr.
Cortelyou, the Secretary of the Treasury, conferred
with President Roosevelt on the financial situntion,
It is an established faet that Mr. Cortelyon, since
the beginning of September when he commenced
to support the National banks, with money, has de-
posited with them 70,000,000 dollars,

New Orleans, October 29,
The Louisiana sand New Orleans Exchange has
entirely suspended buziness until Monday.
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