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THE SITUATION IN TNDIA.

Sinee we last had oeccasion o eomment on the
Indin unrest there has been no material improve-
ment in the situation, but steps bave been taken
by the Government of Bengal, and by the Govern-
ment of India, from which good results are to be
expeoted. The Caleutta riots of Cotober 2 and 3
have obviously made no small impression. As the
regult of an inquiry, it i3 reported that the charges
againat the police were gross exaggerations, and
the significant stotement 8 made that the dis-
turbances had their origin in a usuoally orderly
claga; the resolotion issued by the Government of
Bengal holds the eonclusion to be irresistible that
the disorder was the direct outeome of the violent
writings and speechea of the agitators. A letter
issued by the Government of Bengal to the Govern-
ment of India points to the dangerous influence
which the conduct of the respectable classes mmust
have on the naturally turbulent portion of the
population, and adds that Sir Andrew Fraser, the
Lientenant-Governor of Bengal, “is of opinion that
it is imperative for the Government immediately
to take power to stop violent speaking and writ-
ing.! The emphatie tone of the resolution and of
the covering letter to the Government of India,
‘was entirely justified by the passing of the Sedi-
tious Meetings Bill two days later in the Legislative
Council of India, The new Act is a modified ex-
pression of the original proposal which, it will be
recollested, was somewhat vague in it terms and
probable application. The term “public meeting"
has been eolearly defined, and its applicability
limited; thus, meetings held under statutory
authority and meetings exempted by the Local
Governments do not come within the Act. Further,
it will be necessary to give not seven days' notice
of intention to hold a mesting, a8 was originally
suggested, but three, The measure is not peér-
manent; it is to be wvalid only during the next
three years. Nor is it to be immediately applic-
able to the whole of India; at present it will be
applied only to the Bakarganj distriet of Esstern
Bengal.

The Bill did not receive the unanimous sonsent
of the Legislative Couneil, and of the three dissentients,
Mr. Gokhale probably earries the greateat weight.
It i a very short time since this distinguished
native statesman advocated in England the principle
of Indian self-government, and all who heard his
brilliant addresses were conseions of their palpable
sinperity and eonvietion. But Mr. Gokhale did not
establish his ease to the satisfaction of Englishmen.
He certainly won over a number of people to his
idess, but their proportion is not great and their
influence searcely appreciable; their attitude is, in
faat, regarded as impulsive and sentimental, and Mr.
Gokhale's present opposition would seem to be
eoloursd by the same qualities. In attacking the
prineiple of the Bill he maintained that the in-
creased powers which it conferred were unnecessary,
and that disorders were already adequotely puniah-
abla by the permanent codes. Such statements
are of course entirely contradicted by facts. As Sir
Harvey Adamson pointed out, a repressive Act was
necessary, because under existing conditions it was
impossible to obtain a conviction by means of re-
spectable witnesses; these were not fortheoming.
This is, perhaps, the main technieal objection to the
applioability of the codes to the disorders, but it
wag left for the Vieeroy himaelf, Lord Minto, to
meet the larger claims of principle put forward by
Mr, (Jokhale and his partieans. He did so in a
gpirit of coneiliation, yet without conceding a point
to that politienl aspiration which expressed itsell
in seditious rioting. He welcomed the existence of
national nims and claimed for them the past and
present support of the Indian administration. “We
have no wish,”” he said, “to check the growth of
political thought ..... We will repress sedition, but
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the restlessness of the new-born advancing thought
we are preparad to meet and keep in guidance.
Everything that tended to inflame racial feeling
or to tamper with the loyalty of the Indian army
was a warning, the significance of which he wounld
not minimize,

He eould not help thinking that the firm, yet libaral,
attitnde of Lord Minto is the only attitude at once
worthy of the British Government and likely to be
accaplable to educated native opinion. In resogniz-
ing the fundamental distinetion betwoesn political
thought and saditious bombagt, it both adminiaters
a reproof and pays a tribute to the Indian people.
The administration of India has often been eom-
pared to that of the Roman Empire, but we ven-
ture to doubt whether the Roman administration
was ever confronted with a problem of such deli-
pacy. Whatever the faults of the Indian people,
thers can be no dispute that their charactar is
sensitive and intellectual. It is within the experi-
ence of everyone that these attributes are not in-
aonsistent with & distinet lack of balanes, of the
fine judgment which can alone transform a colleo-
tion of individuals into a self-governing people.
But, in nddition, the Hindu has been for centuries
subject to directly autocratie forms of government.
He has evolved no political ideals for himsell;
with his imitative faculty he has adopted ideals
rather than been fashioned by them. How should
one believe that in the course of a few years the
ponsarvation which lies at the very root of every
Oriental nation cen be converbtsd to the most
doetrinaire of Western politieal tenets, or that any-
thing but a transitory sggravation of racial feel-
i can aceount for the wild antipathy to stable
methods of Government ¥
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THE EMPEROR AND EMPRESS OF GERMANY.

Berlin, November 5.

The fiauede of " Prinde AGgust Wilhelin has been
taken ill with chicken-pox in the castle here. The
doctors fear eontagion so that, mueh to her Majesty®s
regrat, the journey of the Empress to England has
te be abandoned. His Majesty the Emperor will
make the journey as arranged, and ot the conelusion
of his wisit, by advies of his physicians, will remain
incognito on the Isle of Wight in an endeavour to
erndicate a very persistent coold.

The Hague, November b.

The Government has received news that the
Emperor of Germany has postponed his visit to
Holland. The reason is that the Emperor, after
his visit to the English Court, will make a sojourn
on the Isle of Wight for the sake of his health,
The wisit to Holland will fake ploce when his
Majeaty leaves the Isle of Wight

The Stawndord reports that at the Convoeation

in Oxford on November 18 the University will.
confer the honorary degrees of Doctor of Laws on |

His Majesty the German Emperor.

King Edward haa expressed by telegraph his and |

the English people’s regret that the Empress has
been foreed to give up her intention of accompany-
ing the Emperor to England. - B

EXPLOSION ON A TRAINING ElIII"

Flensburg, November 6.
At mine o'cleck this morning, a bofler explosion
oeeurred on  the training ship “Blicher” off
Milrwig in the Baltie. Up to the pressnt the deaths
number §, besides 22 injurad.

NEWS FROM ENGLAND.

THE ATLANTIC RATE WAR.

London, November 5.
The General Director of Hamburg-American Line,
Herr Ballin, had a consultation with Mr. Wateon,
of the Conard Lina, A reliable authority statea that
they have desided to hold a eonfersnce to discoss
the question of the recstablishment of normal At-

lantic tariffs,
AMERICAN NEWS.

New York, November 5.

. The United States Steel Corpoeration hee secured
eontrol over the Tennesses Conl, Iron and Railroad
Company. It i# said that the price paid for the
ghares of the company was little more than
#5 dollars each and that 70 per cent of the shares
have come into the posaession of the Bteel Corpora-
tion. The aoguisition to the Stesl Corporation is
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