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ROWDYISM AND REFORM.

The movement for woman suffrage has latterly
been assuming a character of complexity and a
more than ordinary unexpectedness, and in con-
soquence, with Machiavellian astuteness the or-
ganization over which Miss Ohristabel Pankhursat
holds such vigorous sway has beem confining
itaslf to “politieal” work and “eduestional”™ work:
that i to say, a section of the suffragists, having
at last recognized the futility of hoydenish behavionr
in the lobby of the House of Commons, have
settled down in the peaceful region of Clement's
Inn to write to the paper, distribute pamphlets and
give receptions. This is extremely agreeable and
if it led to nothing worss, might be not undesirabla;
it is, at any rate, respectable. The letters to the
papers, it i3 troe, and the mphlets and the
methods of persuasion are still somewhat ecrude
and irrelevant, but so long as nothing is attempted
in the way of brute force the tyrant males are
prepared to resign themselves to the sound of the
battle-cry. In a word, the “official™ seotion seems
to be sobering down. But the fact is also apparent
that the *official” section iz losing hold of the
movement, and the rowdy section, or the section
which advocates unbroken and “strenunous agitation”
(as8 the phrase goes) is monopolizing the nttention
of the public. By what must have been a cone
certed movement the claims of woman-made law
for dealing with women eriminale have been
simultaneously pressed in a number of police
courts. Invariably when a female prisoner was
brought into the dock, a woman rose in the body
of the court to protest sgainst the judging of her
gex by man's laws, so that there is now not only
the ery of “votes for women', but also the cry of
“Woman's Law for Women.'

On behalf of the Women's Political and Soeial
Union, of which she Is the organizing secretary;
Migs Pankhurst has disavowed all sympathy, or at
least all eonnection with this particular agitation;
but it is not clear that she has the moral right to
deprecate 8 movement with which, exeept in so far
a8 it does not suit her immediate taetics, she must
fully sympathize. To put it bluntly, the organized
suffragists conceive it to be their interest to “lie
low' for the present; the unorganized suffragists,
together with those organized in opposition to the
“politicals”, seem to see success in violence of
agitation. Sueh fundamental divergenees bode
little good either for the suffragists themsalves or
for the reasonableness of their movement. The
supporters of woman suffrage are mistalen if they
think that anything but reasonableness pure and
simple will persuade an electorate or a government
to aceept their views, Men can on ooccaslon be
quite as obstinate as women, and never more so
than when women demand what men have always
regarded as their particular privilege; and we may
be sare that neither bullying nor eondescension
but mers streightforwardness will win the battle,
if it deserves to be won at all

The point now at issue is, whether during the
last few vears, the suffragiste have schieved any-
thing to justify them in blaming first the Conser-
vative and then the Liberal Government, first men
and then their fellow-women, rather than in blam-
ing themselves for what was a ish and un-
snceeasful agitation. By conceding, as they tacitly
do comcede, that they have been.unsuccessful they
all but establish the asssumption that they have
also been foolish. The determination to substitute
decorum for disorder, and dignified reserve for
tuble-thumping elamour, if properly carried through,
would be a politieal gain as well 88 a tactical ad-
vantage. But by disowning now the methods they
advocated some slx months ngo the National Wo-
mon's Social and Political Union cannot disentangle
themselves from the econsequences of their own
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say to the contrary, unless she and her Union re-
“tract “their own words and give op the movement,
they are as much respongible for public disturbancss
today as ever they have been in the past. But
Mizs Pankhurst is nothing if not frank; not only
will she attack her enemy but she will let her
enemy know when snd how the attack iz to take
place. In a letter to the T¥wes, published early
in the week, she disousses the adviee of Mr. Lloyd
George to desist from bothering the Government,
and, instead, to stir up her own sex to the point
of demanding the vote. The objection to the con-
duet of the suffragiats, ahe argues, is that it is uncon-
stitutional ; but the Government itself has uncon-
stitutional schemes in it head, as is clear from the
Plural Voting Bill and the campaign againat the Honse
of Lorda; “therefore, it is merely for the purpose of
evading the just claims of women to the franchise
that the present Government become such stjeklers
for constitutional propriety.”” We hold no brief
for the Government, but we must, in decency, sup-
port its opposition to a movement whose leading
organizers ean allow & sentence such as the last
to be rounded off with a sentence such as the
following. “*Evidently, nothing will avail to sweep
away the excuses and evasions of Liberal leaders
save determined and militant action on the part of
women." Why “evidently” ? Even determined and
militant Amazons ecannot by force twist events to
toeir liking, while to profess “educational” and
‘*political” aims and to propagate  inflamma-
tory phrases, are not activities consistent with
each other. If the euffrogists expect little
from a Liberal administration, they ocoly expect
lega from, a Conservative: but the most the
country could do to remedy their grievance
would be to return to power a party other than
the party which has proved unkind, From whom,
then, do they hope for a hearing and against whom
are they not prepared to be determined and mili-
tant. Are these the “constitutional methods™ of
which Mre. Fawcstt speaks? With undiminished
persistence the suffragists elaim to be able to destroy
traditions, ideals, the custom and the prejudice of
centuries without, however, destroying anything at
all. One can only conclude that beside such gigan-
tic ideals (and such gigantic inconsistencies) the
danger of mere constitutiona]l anomalies must appear
small indeed.

DOWNTRODDEN IRELAND.,
Cattle-raiding in Ireland has been dencunced
the Roman Catholic Arohbishop and clergy, and it
is expected that it will soon ceass. Another Irish

preaching : whatever Miss Christabel Pankhurst may
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NEWS FROM ENGLAND,

THE EMPEROR'S HOLIDAY.

On Wednesday afternoon His Majeaty the Em-
peror went for an automobile ride and visited Earl
Malmesbury, afterwards taking tea with Lord Nor-
manion. The weather was rainy, but early yester-
day it greatly improved, and His Majeaty attended
a shoot over Lord Alington’s estate,

THE AIR-SHIP “LA PATRIE" RECOVERED.

It was announced in the London evening papers
on Wednesday that the “Patrie™ had landed on a
farm at Ballysallough, Co. Down, Treland.

NEWS FROM AMERICA,

THE FINANCIAL SITUATION.

The Committes of the House of Representatives
for gold currency in the banks has empowered the
Chairman to appoint a sub-committes of three
members to dreaft a caorrency Bill that shall meot
the requirements of the situation.

THE IMPROVEMENT OF INTER-STATE
TRAFFIC.

A Bill was laid before the Senate at Washington
on Wednesday, which provides for the appointment
of a Commission to improve and extend the inland
water-ways. The Becretary of State, Mr. Root,
attended a meeting of representatives from all parts
of the country, at which the subjects discussed were,
the improvement of the transport of American pro-
ducts to the ses-comst and the increase of the
Ameriean merchant marine

NEWS FROM FRANCE.

¥O RESPONSIBILITY FOR “LA PATRIE'S” LOSS.

The Agence Havas is responsible for the state-
ment that the enquiry into the eircumstances
attending the loss of the air-ship *“La Patrie™ has
rosultad in the desision that responsibility attaches
to no one. The Minister of War, General Piequart,
will lay a report of the military authorities on the
subjett before the Chamber of Deputies.

The Minister of War is considering a plan for
the creation of two new corps d'armée and the
enrolment of native Arabs,

NEWS FROM RUSSIA.

MR. TAFT IN ST. PETERSBURG.

His Majesty the Czar received the American
Secretary of War, Mr. Taft, on Tuoeaday morning
at Tearkoe-Belo. Mr. Taft wae also present at the
parade, which took place later before His Majeaty,
and afterwards wag a guest at luncheon in the
Orand Palace. Her Majesty the Czarina was pre-
vented by a slight eold from being present at the
parada,

Mr. Taft was the guest of honour at a dinner
given on Wedneeday evening at the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs in St. Patersburg, The Prime
Minister, M. Btolypin, and the Chief of the Ganeral
Staff were present.

FROSECUTION OF SOCIALIST DUMA MEMBERS,

The prosecution of certain Sosialist Duma depu- -
ties on a charge of high-treason was eommeangad. in

St. Petersburg yestorday. The accused and their
counsel refused to plead as a protest Bgainst the
proceedings being conducted i eomera. Students
from the local universities and many thousand
workmen have ceased work as a protest against
the prosecution. The disturbanee is not gerious,
but police patrols are guarding the streets,

THE MOROCCAN SITUATION.

A FParis report states that the French Ambassador
in Tangier, M. Régnault, will shortly come to Paris
in order to confer with M. Pichon, Minister pf
Foreign Affairs, with regard to Morocean affairs.

It ia reported from Melilla that on Tuesday
avening the Sultan's troops attacked the rebels noar
Mar Chies, inflicting heavy losses in dead and
wounded. The guns of the Moroscan steamer “Saidg
succeasfully supported the troops, several small
villages being shelled and burnt,

RUMOURED ATTACK ON A CAMP.

According to a Lalla Marnia telogram it iz eaid
that on Wednesday evening an attack was made
on the camp at Martinerey by Moroccans, A
furious eombat took place, the French losing eight
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