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CURRENT TOPICS IN AMERICA.

(By letter dated November 30th, from our New York

anrraspondent.j
*

THE DUTIES OF THE PRESS.

The importance of the public Press in Ameriea
is 8 matter of common knowledge. Tt is extreme-
Iy powerful as the mirror of publis opinion. From
time to time, however, it comee into confliet with
it, and eo it has happened that just those candi-
dates for political offices were elected by a large
majority of votes who had been characterized by
the whole Press or part of it as unworthy public
officials. Theee occasional conflicts are often
enough a breach of those duties imposed upon the
Fress by the very power of its position. In a
publie lecture on “Government by publie opinion'
the State Attorney, Mr. Bonaparte, dilated on the
duties of the Press from a politico-ethical point of
view. He said that the American reading public—and
thisis numbered by millions, for newspaperain America
are not read but devoured- -is very sensitive and soeon
diseovers if the editor is an honourable servant of
public opinion. The influenee of a dishenourable
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editor soon wanes. With regard to an editor's
position towards political life Mr. Bonaparte said:
Every editor iz a politician or, at all events, ought
to be. If he has no fixed views on all questions
of public interest, and if he 8 not in a position to
give expression to those views, he has no right to
bé an editor, for he i3 no edilor bot js only
endeavouring to give himsell out as one. As &
matter of fact, an editor s a politician, whether
he will or not. Even if he does not comment on
mattere connected with politics his very silence is
a mathod of dealing with them. If his action or
his inmetion, his speech or his silence is influenced
by the object of forwarding not the common weal
but his own individual intereats, he is himself a
highly undesirable part of that which must be re-
formed. The first duty of the Press is to hold up
a troe mirror before the people; if it shows
distorted reflections, it is a traitor to ite oon-
fidential position. No worthy aim can be attained
by deseption, whether we deceive ourselves or
othere. Americans can confidently say: “We will
know the truth, and the truth shall make ue free"
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THE PANAMA CANAL MAKES GOOD
PROGRESS.

The Panama Canal Commission has just jssued
a detalled report as to the progress made with
the construction of the Fanama Canal during the
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1907, During the yaRr
EAT0,432 cubic yards of gravel and earth were ax.
cavated. This work was earried out with the
help of steam exeavators, 284 locomotives and
4,703 tilting trucks. The Canal construction now
employs 500 European and 13625 West Indian
navvies. In the Canal zone 15 hotels for American
{(white) labourers are to be found, in which good
meals ean be obtained for 50 cents; besides these
there are also 18 eating houses for whites, For
the Weat Indian labourers 23 kitehens have been
erected. Apart from the 50,000,000 dollars paid to
the French Company and to the Republic of Panama
for the acquisition of the Canal zone and for the
material already on the spot, the Ameriean Govern-
ment has, up to the present, expended 48285110
dollars on the Canal econstruction, the estimated
total coet of which is 139,703,200 dollars. In tha
estimate, however, no mccount was taken of the
axpenditure on sanitation in the administration of the
Canal zone, on the new equipment of the Panama
railway, and other undertakings. The proposal to
widen the Canal looks %o 110 ft. in order that
Bhips of the greatest beam may be able to pags
without diffieulty will be the subject of a special
report of the Commission. The propossl to widen
the locks wes made after the building of the latest
osean greyhonnds,
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A REAL MUNICIPAL RAND,
ﬂhinugn, the windy eity, rejoices in s musical
band of Common Councilmen. One of Chicago's
Councilmen discovered by chanece that many of his
colleagues possessed musical talent. The idea at
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oned occurred to him of forming & Councilmen's
Band which is to make its début at the fortheom-
ing eity ball in January. It will play the music
for the grand parade with which the German Mayor
of Chieago, with his colleague the Mayor of
Milwaukee, will open the ball. Absence from the
ball on the part of any member of the band en-
tails a fine of 100 dollars.
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OKLAHOMA INCORPORATED IN THE UNION.

Oklahoma, the latest Federal State of the A merican
Union, iz made up of the former territories of

Oklahoma and the Indian Territory. A special
ceremony was connected with the signing by the
President in the White House of the State Con-
stitution of Oklahoma, which gives it the full rights
of a Federal State,

In the presence of a number of members of
Congress, Federal officials and rapresentatives of
the Press, the President signed the document with
B pen made of the pin-feather of an Amerfean
edgle. The President’s proclamation maraly
announced that sufficient had been dome to aatiafy
all legal requirements for the admittance of the
new State and that in sccordance with the State’s
Constitution the introduction and sale of aleoholic
drinks in the new State is forbidden. Oklahomas
population, which is overwhelmingly Democratin,
numbers 1,408,732 souls; its area of 70,430 EOUEre
miles is greater than that of Ohio and Indiana put
together. Ttz petroleum industry ia developed to
such an extent that the State contributes %) e of
Ameriea’s petrolenm production. The State yields
yearly 97 million bushels of maize, 30 million
bushels of wheat, 10 million bushels of oats and
670,000 bales of cotton. Of live stock the Btate
contains 1,500,000 cattle, 530,000 horses, G0,000 PigE,
150,000 mules and 85,000 sheep. It has also large
cepodits of minerals of all kinds.

ENGLIEH EGGS FOR AMERICA.

The S 8 “Majestie™ on her latest trip to New
York brought the uwnusual cargo of 1,397 cases of
eggs, imported from England by New York firms
on account of the high prices of aggs here. Tt is
fome decadas since eggs were imported from abroad,
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THE DANGER OF FOOTBALL.

The Americans are known the world over as
friends of sport in all its branches, and the more
personal eourage and daring a sport requires, the
more popular it is. The fact that a sport demands
ite victims makes it none the less popular. As far
as the number of the vietims goes football easily
takes the lead, encowraging as it does rough
methods that shrink from nothing. Various sporia
are frequently earried on puraly professionally, and
each University, eollege achool and other institution
has its football and baseball team. Educational
eptablishments two years ago issued new rules for
football in consequence of the varioua deaths and
injuries due to the rough way the game was played.
It i3 now stated with some satisfaction that in the
present football semson only 10 deaths have cecurr-
ed, while 98 players have received injuries. The
rage for betting goes hand in hand with this rage
for sport.  The American's love of a Wager eropa
up in all kinde of matters. His every other word
is “I bet you'" The betting craze is eapeaially
noticeable, of course, in connection with horse
racing, and it is estimated that Americans WRier
on an average 256 million dollars annually on horses.

THE BOSS AND HIS PATRONAGE.

Patronage plays a great rile in the political
life of America. A political “boss'" seea his political
influgnee soon disappesr if he has no patronage
L e political offices to bestow on hia loyal fol.
lowers. Polities for these political bosses and their
adherents form a pure mattér of business. In con-
ferring a political office on an adherent a politician
obtaing a eertain influence over him. The distribu-
tion of patronage belongs, of courss, only to those
politicians who have emerged triumphant from the
polling boothe. The greatest comtroversise often
arise as to the distribution of this patronage. For
example, the Federal Benators Kittredge and Gamble,
of South-Dakots, were unable recently to coma to
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an agreement 68 to the partition of patrodane, i o
Fedoral offices in their State. Each of them
degired to rescrve as many offices as possible for
his own friends. President Roosevelt heard of their
controversy and summoned them hoth to his Pro-
semce, He determined to leave the partition of the
offiees to chance. The names of the offices to be
distributed wore written upon a piese of paper,
Then, taking a silver coin from his pocket, the President
decrend that it must be thrown into the air for each
office; it was agreed that if the ooin came down
“heads", Senator Kittredge should be allowsd to
dispose of the office in question, Senator Gamble
baving the same privilege when “tails” was called
In this curious way the allotment of all the of-
fices was decided and both Senators expressed their
complete eatisfaction with the decision of the
Goddess Fortunn,
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CHURCH SERVICES: DRESDEN,
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ALy Sarsrs’ (Exauisn) Ciowce, Wienar Birapse.

Friday, Dvcember 20th.  Ember Dag. 10,18 sm. Holy
Communion. 110 a.m. Matins, Litany .0 p.m. Con-
firmafion Instruction. 50 Fﬁ.:;' Choir Practies,

Baturday, December 21st. Si, weees, Ap, and M. Ewbey
dhryy, B o.m. Holy Communion 1000 a.m, Mating.

Sanday, December 22nd. JV, Sundoy i Advent. 80 o.m.
and 100 am. Holy Communion. 110 a m. Matins,
Bermon. 60 pom, Evensong.

Monday, December 23ed, 10,0 3m. Matins,

Tuesday, December 24th, Cheistueas Eve, or Vigll of the
.’lrriﬁ:"ﬁfﬁr." 100 a.m. Matins. 60 pom. Fegtal or fivst
Evensong of Christmas: Caprols

Wednesday, December 25th, Chrisfwas Day, The Na-
biwity of owe Mested Loed  aceords o the Flesk.
Offertories for the Continental Chaplaineies’ Aid Fund,
the Poor and General Expenses, 8.0 am, 00 am.,
ML a.m. Holy Enpcharist, 110 a.m. Mating, Sermon,
Carols,  4.50 jom. Hwnsnng.

Thursday, Decomber Sth. &, Stephen: The Frotouariyr.
10,05 @.m. Holy Communion. 11,0 am. Mating,

Fﬁdff". December 27th, & Jolw, A, E and M. EO am,
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Communion. 100 A m. Matins, Litany. 5.0 p.m.
Clesiv Practice.
Baturday, Decomber 28th.  Moly Fanocents” Day. 80 om.
Holy Comminnion. W0 a.0m. Matins.
ﬂhﬂpﬁiin: The Rev. C. A, Moore, M. A, B C. L

The International Pharmacy
Reicbs-HApotbheke

Grande Pharmacielnternationale
THE LEADING PHARMACY FOR FOREIGNERS
Dresden, Bismarckplaltz 10, o n

THE AMERICAN CHURCH oF Br. Jomw, Relehs Platz b,
at the head of Reichs Btrassa,

Fridoy, Desemnber 3 ih, Litany 104 n,m. Junior Auxiliary

&0 pom.
E!_Lru:tu_qr,rJ December 2ud. [V Swndoy in Adventd. Holy
Communion &0 an. Sundsy School 1000 5.m, Morn.

Afiernoon Berviea

and address 500 pom,
Wednesday, December 26th, Cheistivas Day, Holy Com-
munion 80 5.m, Serviee and Holy Communion 11.0 40,
Friday, Desember 27th. Christmas Tres Festal for Poor

20 p.m.
The |EJ'I‘.J. F. Butterworth, M. A, Rector,

ing Service amd Sermon 11.0 nm,

FPRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Bernhard Strusee 2,
at corner of Hernhard and Winckelmann Strasse.

Berviens ever Bundny &t 11.0 m, Communion on ths
firsi Bunday of the month.
At the request of the Committes of e Chursh in Beotland,
the Rev. Dr. 8imon will conduct the serviees antil Janoary,
when the minlster appointed 0 take charge arrives,

=

BRITISH AND AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES.

THE BRITISH LEGATION: Wienor Strasse 38— Minister
Resident: MANSFELD DE CARDONNEL FINDLAY, Eeq.
M. G,

THE BRITISH CONSULATE Altmarkt 16— British Consul :
H. PALNIE, Esq.

THE AMERICAR CONSULATE GENERAL: Ammon Str.2, p,
Ameriean Consul-General: 'T. 81. Jorw GaFrsey, Esq.

PROFOSED PROHIBITION OF ABSINTHE.

A movement is on foot in Switzerland for the
probibition of absinthe. A petition has been for-
mulated, and the Federal Couneil have proposed to
the Chambers of Deputies that the question should
be submitted to the vote of the various sommunes
and cantons for decision, with, however, a re-
commendation that the petition should be rojected.
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RATHER MISLEADING
The headline “ TURKEX MOBILISING" (until we
realised that it referred to North Persian opera-
tiona) suggested that some maleontent of the poultry-
run had at last decided to rebel this Chrigtmas,

WEATHER FORECAST FOR TODAY
of the Royal Bnxom Metporological Inatitute,

Variakle winds, snow at first, clearing up later,
temparature nearly at the freezing point.

Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft

- W.—

geférdert von der

UFG




