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M 5Bl1.

to appoint 1 Committes to enguire into the sotion
of the liquidators of the property of the religious
orders, M. Emile Combes said he eould not under-
stand how it waa that the liquidators had only ob-
tained delivery of B50,000 francs when the orders
had received mora than eight million france of
Btate advances, and the revenues had very con-
Biderably exceeded that sum. He hoped that the
enquiry would throw light on the matter, and he
regarded the appointment of the Committes as a
work of moral and political Importance,

RUSSIAN NEWS.
FLOT AGAINST THE DOWAGER-EMPRESS.

It is reported from St Potersburg that 19 per-
sons have been arrested on suapicion of being con-
cerned in a plot against the Dowager-Empress of
Eussia.

BERIOUS BTRIKE AT BAKIIL

A Baku telegram reports that the employds of
many local naphtha firms went out on strike on
Thursday.

BOME FACTORY DISCOVERED.

It is reported from Chabarovsk that yesterday
the police discovered a printing establishment con-
duoted by the Sceial Revolution party, and a fully-
equipped laboratory, containing ten loaded bombs.
As a consequence, 14 people have been arrested,
including an engineer, several Polytechnie studonts
and threa women.

THE MOROCCAN SITUATION.

As the operations against the Beni Snassen are
congidered to have been econcluded, says a Paris
message, the troops which were engaged in these
operations will be semt back to their various
garrison posts.

THE BARCELONA BOME OUTRAGE.

At Lisbon on Thureday in the presence of Go-
vernment representatives and many thousands of
people, the funeral took place of the vietims in the
regent bomb outrage, when an infernal machine
exploded in San Pablo strest. All the hotels and
shops were cloged.

A bomb was found on Thursday in Robador
gtreet, Barcelona, but wes anfely removed before it
axploded. The telegram gives no further par-
tioulara,

PHENOMENAL COLD IN THURINGIA.

During the early hours of yesterday morning
the temperature at Erfurt, Thuringia, sank to
48 degrees of frost (Fahrenheit).

EXPLOSION AT STOCKHOLAM.

In the Marienbergy ammunition factory, says a
Btockholm telegram, an explosion oecurred yester-
day morning, probably ecaused by a short-circuit
of the electrical installation. The drying-house was
hurled bodily into the air, and many adjscent
buildings suffered severely. Two female workers

were killed
H. Wirsing, fahnars, Sioie s
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CHURCH SERYICES: DRESDEN.

ALl Bamwts’ (ExoLiEn) CHUvRCH, Wiener Strasse,

Baturday, January 4th. 0.0 a.m. Matine.

Bunday, Janun fth. Heeond Sundoy ofer Chrisleos,
B am. H Communion. 11.0 a,m, Matins, Sermon.
60 p.m. E and Litany.

Mommday, Jommary 6th, The #-ll-:ﬂ#l' A0 a.m. Holy
Communion. 100 am. COha Matins.
hmdnf&'Jnnuary Tih. 100 am. Matine

Wednesday, Jannary 8th. 110 &m. Mating and Litany,
Th y Janiney Bth, A0 a.m. Holy Cpmmunion.
. Jannary 10th, 100 a.m. Mating and Litany,

Bnin BEL;Tanunry Tth. 1} a.m. Matins,
Chaplain: The Rev. O A Moors, M. A, B. 0. L.

THE AMERICAN CHURCH oF BT. Jouw, Reichs Plaiz 5,
at the head of Heighs Sirpsss,
Elm%:i, Jannary Sth,  Holy Commuonkon 80 am, Sunday
ool 100 5. m, Hoely munion and Sermon 11008, m.
Afternoon Serviee and addréss 500 pom,
Monday, Janmary Ath 5&5}1 100 @ m.
Friday, January 1dth, ny 1l sm. Meeting of Auxi-
Harieas 10.30 a, m.
Bunday, January 12th. The fret of a series of addresses
i om Confirmation and the Chrisgan Life to which all
are invited al 330 p.m. in the Church,
¢ The Hev. [ F. Butlerworth, 8. A, Recior.

FPREBEYTERIAN CHURCH, Bermhard Strnsse 2,
at corner of Barahard and Winekelmann Biraase,

Barvicas v Bunday at 100 am. Commumlon on the
first Sun '_EJ:I! the month.
Iir. Simon. eontinne 1o eonduct the services until
further notioe.

—

) BRITISH AND AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES.

THE BRITISHCLEGATION: Wiener Strasse J8.— Minister
Healdent: Mawarerp pe CanpoxweLl Fivnoay, Bag.
C.M. G, .

THE[BRITISH CONSULATE -Altmarkt 16.—British Cofieul:
H. Parure, Eng.

THEAMERICAN CONBULATE GENERAL: Ammon Bir,
. American Consnl-General : T. 871. Joux GAFFXEY, E%BE-

LONDON LETTER.

——

London, December 30,

The weathor, for one must speak of it at this
time of year, has been behaving itself correctly.
It is not long sinee I had ocemsion to edmmaent on
the absence of fog. This in itself is something of
an achievement; but when, in addition to this
negative advantage, one is able to record frost,
east winds, and a eertain amout of snowfall, one
fa-elu ong has no right to complain. East winds,
it is true, have a knack of cresping unpleasantly
down ome's back; a red nose, also, is unnecessary
and undignified: yet what are these trifling matters
eompared to a seasonable, an ‘‘old-fashioned"
Christmus? People would be guite ready to swal-
low their grievances just once for the sake of the
tradition of the thing; but the prophets speak dis-
soncertingly of the future. We are to have a real
winter. Tt i one thing to go to tobogganning
parties in the country; it is guite another to
stumble into piles of brown snow in the gutters.
Perhape T am unduly pesaimistic: but I canmot
help wondering if Bhelley thought of the weather,
among other things, when he wrots,

“We look before and after,
And pine for what is not"

Of courae the extraordinary thing will be not
that our weather has gone colder, but that this
year it is going to be eolder than usnoal, Every
oneé knows that in England the cold weather comes
a8 the days begin to lengthen; and the ocor-
respondence which has been going on in the papera
on the eubject has bronght to lighi a few more
suggestive theories. It 18 olaimed that a wet
automn precedes a cold winter, as was very for-
¢ibly shown in 1883 The observation is at least
a8 old as Gilbert White's Natural History of
Belborne.

Hugo g Borack
Exglisk ok Furveyor to the Court.  English spoken,

4, See Sirasse 4,

porner of Eahne Gassa,
Morley's and all other kinds of English Merino.
WYWoollen underwears,

Flannel shirts. Ladies’ Jerseys.
Enitted Waista.

English and German knitted Goods.
Fast-colonr black Hosiery for Ladies,
Gentlemen and children.

Bhawls, Bhetland veils, Wool and 8ilk, Skirts,
Caps, Felt Bhoes and Blippers.

= Noveltlea of the geazon

tood practical jokes are getting rather rare
nowadays, Swilt’s little affair with the coseh and
the sham array of parsons, with which the rending-
bookas of childhood have made us familiar, has a
persistent unreality today: it is oo good to be
true. SBomehow the practice seems o have gone
out of fashion. Are we too considerate or too dall
or too hurried? The other day, however, we had
a proof that a good joke, though no very original
one, i3 still possible. It all hoppened because the
Marquia of Cholmondeley has taken warning of
Lord Lonsdale's recent losses and sef up a burglar
trap at his seat in Cheshire. He was very con-
fident in its efficiency, and did not scrople to voies
his satisfaction to the members of a neighbouring
hovae-party at Eaton Hall. The house-party put
their heads together, and began to plot. Bhortly
after midpnight a motor-car was seen to énter the
gates of Cholmondeley Park. It contained six gentle-
men of the Duke of Westminster's house-party who
had come to prove the insufficiency of Lord Chol-
mondeley's precautions by removing the Southdown
Cup, a treasured .

It must be said, in fairness, that they had had
gpecial facilities for knowing the weak spots of the
house. There was a8 certain window-gsash which
would not make serious resistence; and to this the
amateur gang made their way, earrying gimlets and
other necessary tools. Moreover, one of them knew
the mechanical intricasies of the trap. At any rats,
the attempt succeeded. Omne of the party entered
the honse, took the cop, and deposited a lump of
eoal in ite plaes. Then two toy doga in Lady
Cholmondeley™s room began to bark. The tervified
culprite seampered to the motor, and drove off at
a2 break-neck pace. On the next morning every-
body met at the bunt. Lord Cholmondeley received
the shameless commiserations of the burglara; and
o those who knew, as well to those who did not
know, the incident was the talk of the day. Mean.
while, before the matter wae cleared up, the police
had already begun to put two and two together
and found it to call on the Duke of
Westminster. Of course the oat was already out
of the bag, and on the same evening the eup was
once more in its old plase.

This hoax has been widely appreciated, but pro-
bably one of the most succeessful practical jokes of
recent times, in which the public algo had a share,

wad oné played some years ago upon the Mayor
of Cambridge. It wae at the time of the Lent
races. Almost everybody was away on the towing-
path. The town and the colleges were practically
deserted, when the Mayor received an important
telegram. It related to the visit of the Sulian of
Zanzibar which had been fixed for that day. Un-
fortunately the Sultam himself was unable to GO ;
but the telegram announced that his uncle and
suite were coming in his place. Aecordingly, the
Mayor and all his satellites drove to the station in
#tate. Five gentlemen arrived-—a young English
interpreter with four dusky followers of the dusky
potentate. They were imposingly tall, dignified,
and well arrayed. The small erowd gave them an
exeellent reesption, and they bowed thelr thanls.
They were, indeed, appreciative though silent. The
necessary explanations incident to sight-seeing wera
conveyed by the interpreter. The visit was a short
one; the distinguished personages were going on
to some friends in the country not far sway, and
they left amid undiminished enthusisem. On the
following day the visit wae duly reported in the
papers. Imagine the astonishment of the worthy
Mayor, whe had exerted his utmost powers of
amiability (he was a flourishing tradesman of the
town) when this report was followed by an official
denial. The Sultan was unaware of any intention
of wisiting the University, nor had anyone been
delegated by him to visit it in his stead: while it
was entirely out of the questioh that any uncle of
his shonld have been there. The Mayor's astonish-
ment gave way to indignation. He called on the
University auothorities and demanded satisfaction.
By that time the whole hosiness had leaked out.
The Mayor's suspicion that it was an undergridu-
ate prank was confirmed by fresh reports in the
papers. Buot thers was nothing to be got from the
University authorities Perhaps they showed the
Mayor how the fact that the University was not
represented at the reception should have stimulated
his cantion; perhaps they insizted that the Uni-
versity had no detective functions, The Mayor, at
any rate, went away w diesatisfied man.

l-!‘ M!l“ﬂ'm mriﬂulﬂﬂm
Dresden, r Rirasse 10, L.
Specialist in straightening toeth.

Officially the perpetrators of the joke were naver
diseovored; unofficially everybody knew, and every-
body laughed. The interpreter came from Oxford;
the rest were Cambridge men. They were all made
up and dressed in London by a man who knew
his business. Every care was taken to produce
the most absolute realism: even the interpreter
assumed a beard for the occasion —besause inter-
proters, for some oeenlt reason, always do wear
beards, and also to make the disguise more complete.
The others were all well over six feet tall, and
were well-known at the time for their sportive
temper. Their aalf-eontrol most have been enormous;
it appears only at one point to have broken down,
As the party were descending some troublesomea
stairsa one of the visitors canght his foot, and in
giving went to the customary explotive attracted
a little attention, But the incident was insoffickent
to arouse the suapieion of his hosts until after the
truth was known.

The International Pharmacy
Reichs-Hpotbeke

LGrande Pharmacielnternationale
THE LEADING PHARMACY FOR FOREIGNERS
Dresden, Bismarckplatz 10, Jo 00
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DRESDEN: LOCAL.

There will be no Vesper service today at the
Kreuzkirche. The next Vespor sorviee will be on
Baturday the 1ith inatant, when choral music by
Max Bruch snd others will be performed with an
orchestra. *

The Gauklerfeat. Thosa who have not as yet
been able to make up their minds to attend the
Gauklerfest fixed for the 23rd instant in the
Exhibition Falase, and who thereby run the risk
of missing one of the most important festivals of
the season, will now surely throw all considerations
agide, when they learn that the Execuotive Com-
mittes have engaged two of the most celebrated
dancers in the world, the passionste Tordajada and
la belle Otéro, with their famous t:h?:m de balief,
for the evenming of the festival. In single and
group danees a world of grace, rhythmical move-
mont, and boauly will delight the wvisitora, Not
leas will the menagerie contribute to the liveliness,
of the scene, 8 moving menagerie which will pass
in procession through the building in a blaze of
eolour, headed by an elephant whose broad back
will be at the sarvioe of any of the fair sex who
are disposed to sit on it. A crowd of Assyrian
men and women in the hall dedieated to their
daity will perform the dances with which these
people graoe their native festivale. The dancing
hall, last year's decoration of which by means of
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