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THE ADMIRALTY OF THE
PACIFIC.

The vast fleet of United States armoured war-
shipe representing the Atlantic Squadron has ar-
rived et San Francisco and effected a junction with
the vessels already stationed in Pacific waters, the
result being o truly impesing display of naval
strength, Across the Pacific lies another flest, not
less powerful, which flies the flag of Nipfon. The
United Btates and Japan are now playing a wait-
ing game; the prize Is the Admiralty of the Pacific
Ooean, and all that that phrase implies,

Rarely hes the world seen such a rapid shifting
of the balamoe of power as that which has taken
place in those waters during the last six years
Formerly Great Britain held undispoted sway in
the Far East; her fighting vessels were numerous
and formidsble. - But events scourring noearer at
home rendered it advisable to econcentrate her
entire naval strength in Eurcpean waters, and she

tacitly struok her flag to Russia. With the last

egho of Japanese guns at Port Arthur and Tsu-
shima wanished the Museovite's soversignty in the
Far East, and the little Island Kingdom trium-
phantly assumed her Eiam us mistresa of the
tastern Pacifio, an attitude which she soon rendered
obnoxious to the great Republic whose western
littoral is washed by the waves of that ccean. Then

followed the epoch-making voyage of Admiral Evan's

squadron, and all the world was firmly convinead
that onoe the ships reached San Franciseo they
would remain there indefinitely. But President
Roosevelt's expectation that the epeetacle of a de-
fenealess Atlantie seaboard would awaken the Ameri.
=il nation to the nocessity of providing another
fleet has not been realised. The Semate has put its
veto on the foor-battleship programme, so that

—n

purposas, cut off from the FPacific. Several months
must elapse before a flest of warships, steaming at
their utmost spead, dould make the voyage from
the Atlantic to the Paeifie, and Californiaps do not
care to contemplate what might and would oeeur
during those months if hostilities had broken out
with Japan.

Under present politieal conditions there is noth-
ing to justify the maintenance of a huge United
States fleat in the Atlantic Ocean, wheress the dic-
tatee of natfonal safoty ‘'Thd commonsense demand
the presence of such o fleet in the Pacific. Tha
Yallow Peril may appear mythical and imaginary
viewed from the Euwropean standpoinl, but it is
very roal to dwellers on the Paoific slope. If the
TS Government persists in its determination to re-
call the Atlantie flest it will be committing a grave
error and inviting a nationsal eatastropha. Bat, on
the other hand, the squadron’s retention in the

Pacific. must result in the sanctioning of a larger

building programme for this year, When deciding
betwean thess two alternatives it would be as wall
for the Government to remember that “the strong
man armed keepath hiz house, and his goods are
in peace.

GENERAL NEWS,

NEWS FROM ENGLANT.

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

At the sitting on Monday thé Prime Miniater
gave notice that an Automn Session would be
unavoidable,

Mr. Nield (Cons. Ealing) asked the First Lord
of the Admiralty whether His Majesty’s Govern-
ment would give an assurance that, in ease of the
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AMERICAN TRADE IN THE FAR EAST.

The message from President Roosevelt which was
read in the House of Representatives on Monday
asks for means to enable the United States to take
part in an international comméssion to enquire
into and report upon the conditions of trade in the
Far East ,

THE FUTURE OF THE NEW WORLD,

The foundation stone of the future home of the
Burean of Ameriean Hepublies in Washington was
laid by President Roosevelt on Monday in the pre-
senes of a brilliant and festive gathering, This Burean
will serve to promote mors intimate sommercial
relations between the United States and its sister
American Republics. Mr. Andrew Carnegie has
ecntributed 750000 dollars towards the 1,000,000
dollars which the building is to cost

FPresident Roosevelt, in his spesch, dwelt first
on the high symbolical import of the building
as a token of the community of interests be.
twean all the nations of the New World. He then
thanked Mr. Carnegie, in the name of all con-
serned, for his generous contribution. By such
efforts as found their symbolical expreseion in the
building of this bureau the Western hemisphere
had taken a great step forward towards emsuring
a lagting pease among the sister Republics of
Americs. He woeleomed the represontatives of
those Republics, whe now looked back on am
older civilizing development which had fol-
lowed its own coorse. “Now,'" said the President,
“wa have united for common expansion.” The de-

; < ships which were now being built in England for | velopment of North America had, on the whols, gone
{L;:“B raﬂj;ﬂﬁ?}?ﬂ;&&i&;ﬁ; 'aﬂa :E:qﬂﬂd;ﬁ_' the Brazillan Government being offered for eale, | on faster in the past sentury than that of South
teetion. It is mot surprising that the people of the sale would not be allowed if the fleet condi- | Ameriea; but he believed that In the next hundred

California are alarmed and indignant; for months
they had solasced themselves with the thought that
the great fleet steaming towards the Golden Gate
ropresented permanent protection, omly to find
that it will almost immediately leave for Enropean
waters em roufe to the Atlantie agesin. A monster
petition has been presented to the Navy Depart-
tnent by the inhabitants of California, pleading for
flafenee against poasible emergencies, but thie can
have but little effeet,

And yot the danger I8 by no means a bogey of
the imagination. Any one who has followed the
iread of eventa ginee last Decomber, when the fleet
tet out from Hampton Roads on its long voyage,
vanmot fail to have noticed the subtle change that
las ogeurred in the tone of the Japanese Press.
#ix months ago the militant journals of Tokio did
not hegitate to indulge in veiled threats when com-
menting wpon Californis’s exclusion of Japanese
‘mmigrants. Now their columns are daily fillad
vith enlogies of the United States, and a welcome
' extended to the American squadron with a wealth
ul flowery Oriental phraseology. Will this tone be
Maintained when the American battleships have left
"he Pacifie far behind them¥ We think not.

. The last great fight between East and West was
0 the far East, almost on the shores of the Pacifio;
the pext will be in the Paeific iteell. The immi-
ération problem @8 liable to become acute at any
Moment, and the Japanese have already shown their
"*ndency to strike swiftly and silently onea the
Necepsity for action hes become plain. The Panama
Uangl ig not within reasonable distance of comple-
Yon, and until this waterway is opened the Atlantic
toaetline of the United States s, to all intents and

tions of the Powers would thershy be aliered to
the prejudice of Greant Britaim.

Mr. Me. Kenna replied that it seemed prematurs
to diseuss the purchase of these ships befors they
wera offered for sale.

The BEill for founding two new Universities in
Ireland passed the second reading by 352 votes to 38,

THE MACEDONIAN QUESTION.

Reuter's Bureaw learns that the answer of Ruossla
to the Note sent by Bir Edward Grey on the
dth of April has reached the Government. The
answer oontaing a plan for Macedonian relorms
based on the fusion of the proposala made on cer-
tain points by the British and Russian Govern-
ments; it has no final character, and the disous-
glon between the two Governments will continue.

PROBAEBLE END OF SHIFBUILDING STRIKE.

A London telogram of vesterday states that as a
reault of the conference betwesn Mr. Winston
Churchill, President of the Board of Trade, the
dockyard owners and the representatives of the
men, an agreement was reached respecting the pre-
sent lpok-out. The proposals will be submitted to
the men at the earliest opportunity.

NEWS FROM AMERICA.

CAFPITAL AND LABOUR.

In o spesch at Bt Louis, addressed to the
Committee of the Sosiety for the National Wal-
fare, President Roosevelt said: “If we dare not
refurn to & stnte of things in which wrong was
tolerated, we must not allow ourselves to be

years no part of the world would show such pro-
a8 would Mexieo, Central and South America.
he President then expressed hiz thanks -for the
hoapitable reception which had been given in Sonth
America and Mexico to the battleship fleet on its
voeyoege to the wesh coast, and in connection with
that topie¢ referred to Secretary of State Hoot's
vigit to the Bouthern Republies and to the cordial
walcome accorded by them to n State official
whom history would number among the most
eminent statesmen of Ameriea. Mr. Root, the Pre.
sident concluded, had by his indefatigable labours
brought the Republics of the New World nesarer
together, and united them in a common effort for
the material and moral welfare of the dwellers in
the Western hemisphere.

CYCLONE IN OKLAHOMA.

A cable from Woodward (Oklahoma) etates that
a cyclone which raged to the south of Woodward
on Sunday evening resulted in the death of several
people and seriouns injuriea to many others.

SANGUINARY RIOTS IN ITALY.

In the village of Retegno, not far from Lodi,
sanguinary confliet took place on Monday between
the Carabinieri and refractory villagers, in whinh
two of the latter were killed. Fighting between
the troops and a number of labourers also ooourred
in the neighbouring town of Busto Arsizio, where
the labourers attempted to frustrate the military in
their efforts to arrest a man under police sur-
veillance. The casualties were one killed and two
sovarely wonnded.
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