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PUBLIC DISSERVICE,

—_—t—
(From our London correspondent.)

It is quite just that publie services should be re-
warded by public distinetion, that every offort
which invelves the sacrifice of individual power to
the good of the State should ba judged according
t its intent and success, But why are we not mors
dystematic in mesting the spread of what may be
called “‘public disservice,” of narrow fanaticism
and mischievous interference? Democracy should
mean government by the competent, not mis-govern-
ment by everybody and anybody, and it should ba
provided with some weapen to proteet itself agsinat
the danger of bad advice. That danger becomas
greater a8 education grows more general, and large
classes, rieh and poor, of partially educated people
awaken to & sense of political respongibility. Da-
moeracy, in spite of all its boasted moral CELET S
tibilities, is but a slip-shod aflair in which moral
valuea adjust themselves according to the play of
ciroomstances. The ardent demiocorat claims that
they adjnst themselves according to the irresistible
force of majorities or the sweeping trend of publio
opinion. But, as a matter of experience, the ana-
lysis of politieal motive reveals desolating results.
Men are sometimes bribed with money, buot there
are also. other, and subtler, forme of bribery—a
bribery of the Intelligence prompting it to seek the
path of least reslstince, a bribery of the imagi-
nation impelling it into fantastic labyrinths
of politieal sentimentality, a bribery of the
primeval forea of seif-interest.  These bribes,
in many forms and many combinations, are danglad
before an electorate like so many sacred printiples
of patriotism snd humanity: and the elsctorate
makes the fit response of shouting for two hours
on end or breaking the windows of dissentienta
In electioneering methods America is the logical
vontinuation of England; the differonce is only omne
of degree. Nor do the fallacies of democracy end
with elections; they prosper as soon as s Govern-
ment feels itsell firm in the seat of power and
begins to act with independence. Politics iz 8o
much a matter of ehance that it iz almost impog-
sible to tie down a party to a programme of acts
a5 wall as of principles. Someone must judge whore
acte break away from principles, after the country
has shosen the principles which are to underlie the
acts, The critics are the Opposition, and if they
oonvinoe the country that the acts are inconsistent
with the original principles the latter has no
choles but to attach itself to the series of principlas
maintained by the opposition. Thus, the slectorats
hos either to change ita principles when it is
anxioug only to change the acta of the Govern-
tient, or else parties have to regard prineiples
simply as variable colouring with which to enshroud
the essontial acts, From this cause arises the
lamentable spectacle of party suparstition—the help-
l:ssness of original politicians in the face of or-
eanization, and the open dishonesty of electioneering
tiethods,

The erueial inconsistency, however, lies here, that
ls addition to the orthodox politiciana who are
tpenly diahonest, there are other, and less erthodox,
Politisiana who are personally dishonest from a real
Lek of honesty or a lack of political adroitneas,
hiese are the men whom we would inelude under
e title of “public disservice." Strangely enough,
foolish politicians are more dangerous than sorrupt
%188, Corruption is exposed almost machanically;
folishness may corrode its sarroundings and earn
I good name for itself in addition. The intalligenoe,
lice virtue, too often bréaks down before mere
lisistence; and if modern politicians of the smaller
fty have one outstanding quality it is that of in-
Siatence. They fight each other in the Presa, and
thay fight the Prees on the platform. This atmo.
*there of dead-earnestness soon condenses itself
into  hersiso-sanotifie halo, and the public, great
aby in politics as in literature, seldom knows how
“ laugh when it sees & foolish face mouthing from
“it @ home-made halo; the public is actually im-
Uressed by such & spectacle.

There are, let us hope, enough well-balanced and
ible men in the House #f Commons to see through
"o thin proprieties of the foolish, the gorrupt and
"i& fanatical. It is not enough to fly to the refuge

the dining-roome when inconsequential people
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tateh the Speaker's eye, There ought to be some
sort of Censor, appointsd for the sake of saving
the nation's time, and there omght to be some sort
of stamp with which to brand for ever the propa-
gators of so much mischief. In this raspact the
Russian administration is ahead of us; they know
whom they objest to and why, and they have their
Siberia ready. T leave to Sir W. 8. Gilbert the
development of the suggestion of a British Siberia,
humane, just, no more severs than the schoolboy’s
Coventry —but implasable. Every sensible membar
of Parliament and many sensible electors have,

doubtlass, theif proseription lists ready. After that,
the English Constitution will move along as merrily
aa it does in Bagehot

]

IF RUSSIA RULED INDIA,

There is a short, but rather significant, article
in the Modern Review, In which the writer asks
what the fate of India would be if it were to pass
into the hands of Russia. He holds that Russian
rule might not prove so destructive to India as
foreign rule is generally apt to be,

The two countries are so mueh alike. Euasia,
like India, is an agrioultural conntry ; and esonomi-
cally the Russian rule would not prove so dis-
agirous to Indis by draininig away her foodstuffs
and other agricultural produce. Neither would she
destroy Indian induostries and manufactures as the
British rule has done. The British have dastroyed
the Indian merchant ehipping, which the writer
thinks Russia would develop. Russia posseases vil-
lage communities and the joint family system, and

“would strengthen the organisation of Indian family

life instead of destroying it.

Hindus could go to Russia withont losing oaste,
a8 they would not have to travel by sea. Russia
admits Mussulmans and Asiatics to the Diima, buot
where are the Hindu and Muossulman Members of
Parliament representing Indian constituencies? The
Russians are dovoid of the insular pride and
hanghty spirit; they mix with the natives in Central
Asia, by whom they are loved and reapocted. On
their railways in Central Asia they do not label
sompartments “‘for Earopeans only,” and the na-
tives who travel with the Russians in the same
compartment are not subjected to those indignities
and ill-treatment which present such an unedifying
epectacle in railway travelling in India,

As for the statement that there is no fresdom of
fpeech or press in Russia, the writer asks, have
not the Indiana been gagged? Have not printing-
presses been destroyed in the Central Provinces
and in East Bengal, and have not Indian orators,
editors and printers been deported without trial,
or sent to gaol for doing what Anglo-Indian editors
do with impunity every day? Il Count Tolstoy
were an Indian, would he be allowed the liberty
be bas in Russin? And there is not much more
personal gafety in India for the politienl guspect
than there is in Russia. We should also like to
know, eays the writer in conclusion, the names of
the Indians whom the British Government have ap-
pointed governors of provinees and generals in the
army, a8 Huossin has appointed a few at least of
her Asiatic subjects,
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FROPOSED IBESEN MEMORIAL.

In Christiania the subject is under eonsidaration
of buying Ibsen’s house and transforming it into a
musenm. The dramatist’s son, Sigurd Ibeen, does
not approve of the project, seemingly on the in-
adequate ground that his father was only the
tenant of the premises, He advocates the creation
of a genersl Ibsen collestion, by purchasing the
scattered memorials of the post, beginning with the
Collin exhibits at Copenhagen, and those to be seen
in the University Library of Christiania, to which
he would add thoss in the possession of his own
family. The partisans of the Ibsen Muosenm hold
to their idea, and it is said that among their number
is M. Arctander, & former Cabinst Minister, who |8
a tower of strength in his own eountry.
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WEATHER FORECAST FOR TODAY
of the Royal Baxon Meloorologiesl Instituts.
Strong scuth-westerly winds; eloudy; temparature

not much altered; thunderstorms and showers,
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GENERAL NEWS.

NEWS FROM ENGLAND,

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

London, July 16

Mr. MacNeill asked the Home Secretary whether
his attention had been directed to the statements
of Mr. J. W. Logan, who was for many years a
member of this Hounse, that the lndiea, of whom hias
daughter is one, who were sentemcsd to various
tarma of imprisonment in eonnection with the agi-
tation for woman suffrage, sre placed in solitary
confinement for 23 hours out of the 24, have prison
dress, have coarse prison food to aat, and were not
allowed to have lettera or books or NEWEDAPETE, &X-
cept one book a week from the prison library : in
what respect did this punishment differ from the
prison diseipline enforced on prisoners guilty of
heinous erimes; and whother he would in these
casos advice the exercise of the prerogative of the
Crown for the removal or reduction of the cruel
and humiliating ineidenta of such an imprisonment,
—Mr. Gladstone explained that these prisoners wers
in the second divieion, and had the same dist as
in the first division. There were restrictions as to
eonversation and as to the receipt of letters until
they had served one month. The punishment dit-
fered from that of prisoners sonvicted of heinous
erimes, but they were not altogether seporated from
other criminale. Anyone could secure their relense
by giving security for their good behaviour, and
he oould not recommend the exercise of the
rogative of mercy.—Mr, MacNeill : Are these ladias
whom the right hon. gentlaman has termed erimi-
nals compellad to wear prisen clothes formerly worn
by women eriminals.—Mr. Gladstone : They are under
the rules governing the seeond division.—Mr. Mag
Neill: And they wear the cast-off clothes of other
prisoners ?—Mr. Gladstone: I really can't say. Of
course, new elothing cannot be supplied to all pri-
eoners who enter the ~—Mr. W. Redmond :
Are these ladies obliged to take exercise in as-
socistion with those who are convicted of ordinary
eriminal offences ¥—Mr, (Gladstone : That ia not the
eage. They are kept apart from ordinary ariminals,
—Mr. Keir Hardie: Do I understand there i3 a
separate exercise ground ¥— Mr. OGladstone: They
are akrefully kept away from association with the
ordinary prisoners.—Mr. C. Wason: As these are
really politieal offences, to some extent canssd by
the right hon. gentleman himeelf, will he not con-
sider the desirability of treating them as first-olass
migdemennants ¥ —Mr. Gladstone: I have already
answered that—Mr. Leif Jones: What good pur-

ose ia served by limiting the number of books ?—-

r.Gladstone : I am not at all sure that this role Ia
adequate, but I do not agree that there should be
any differentiation in those ocases {cheors).—Mr.
MacNeill : Are those books the only books the pri-
son library has—goody-goody Sunday School books ®
—The Speaker: Any further questions must bae put
on the paper.

Mr. Staniar asked the First Lord of the Admiralty
if he could give the names of the two destroyers
bought by the Government to take the places of
two ships lost, and whether they equalled in strangth
and value the ones they replaced.—Mr. M’Kenna
enid the purchase of these vessels was not yot eom-
pleted, as the necessary trials had not yet been
enrried out to ascertain fully their eapabilities, If
the triale were satisfactory it would be because
they ware coneidered not less suitable for service
than the vessels they replaced. Their names wers
not yet determined,

Lord Robert Cecil asked the President of the
Board of Trade whether he had any offisial in-
formation showing that a group of capitalista in
Ameriea had formed a combination called the Beaf
Trust to control the beef sapply of that country,
which had been the subject of official investigation
by the United States Senate, that that combination
bad seeured control of four-fifths of the imports of
beef into this country, and wus now in procoss of
securing, by wsequiring the means of retail distri-
bution, the same control of the heof supply hers
that the Beef Trust had already seeured in Amariea;
and, if 80, whether he proposed to take any, and, if
any, what, action in the matter.— Mr, Churchill, in
reply, sald: I am aware of the offisial reporta of
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