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THE IV. ESPERANTO CONGRESS.

The first meeting of the Fourth Esperanto Con-
grese takes place at Welsser Hirsch this maorning,
though the Congrees does not officially open until
tomorrow, Most of the delegates have already ar-
vived in the city, the green hat-band bearing the
Eaperanto star being o familiar sight {n all the
main etreets, The Dresden municipal sutherities
deserve great praise for the official ancouragemant
they have shown this year's Congress. Besides ann-
tribating the substantinl sum of five thousand marks
to mecessary expenses in comnection with the meet-
ings at Weisser Hirsch, they Lava placed the city
streel cars at the complete disposal of the Con-
gressists free of charge; and have also taken
measures Lo facilitate the convenience of strangors
by placing on duety at important points policemsan
sonversant with Esperanto, Furthermore, the muni-
cipality will also gratoitously provide steamers for
exeursions on the Elbe to Meissen ond various
points in SBaxon Switzerland. Dresden is thus creat-
ing for itself a reputation for progressiveness that
will in no way detract from the inherent charm of
the ecity, -while increased international popularity
cannot fail to acerue.

We have been fortunate emough to meet many
delegates from England and other countries, all of
whom report that the Esperantist movement con-
dones to make phenomenal progress. When con-
versing with these delegates it is impoasible to
overlook the intense enthusiasm they feel for the
subject at heart, Undaunted by indifference, and
oecasionally that ridicule affected by peopls too
ignorant to understand the rodiments of the move-
ment, they steadily progress with oyes fixed always
on the goal. They claim that Esperanto is an in-
flnence more powerful than any other to promots
Amity among the nations of the earth; that it
enables the Occident and the Orient to meet on
the eommon ground of spesch and the resulting
exchange of Ideas; and that all racial antipathias
haged upon misunderstanding muost perforoe dis-
ippear when each nation i3 able to BxXpress to s
seighbours truthful popular opinion.

Some of these assertions are doubtless open to
question. History, for instance, teaches ua that a
tommon language has done litkle towards promoting
|eace, and that internecine conflict, such as the
American Civil War, is invariably pursued with
ereater hatred than a struggle between two nations
of different speech. However this may be the ad-
vantages of Eeperantoe are so manifest that its
tpponents have so far failed to make out a sub-
#lantial case, Their stock argument that it only
sdds another to the existing medley of tongnes is
singularly weak, when it is remembered that no
lesg than eight distinet languages are spoken within
Y1e confines of Hungary alone. The argument that
tng of the exlsting European languages should be
ndopted as a means of international eommunication
i+ equally impotent, as this suggestion, apart from
Veohnieal difficulties, could not be carried throngh
iwing to national jeslousy. Espernnto posseases the
fuindamental advantage of simplioity; it is pecnliar
Y no individual race; und its advoeates claim that
the rock of pronunciation on which so mMany ag-
Cilled “international" langunges split may be avoided
by attention to the rules on this point laid down
by Dr. Zamenhof. Our personal opinion Is that
Esperanto has a great future, and that generations
}ﬂ aome will extol its creator as a world's bene-
ietor,

GENERAL NEWS.

KING EDWARD'S APARTHENTS AT
IJEFHHII.U}.

A Paris contemporary reports from Marienbad
at  newspaper ecorrespondents are arriving by
"Yery train from all parts of Europe in consequence
" King Edward's arrival. Prince von Lipchtenstei n,

ernor of the district, haa jssued a notice re-
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from mobbing the King whenever he appears in
publie, and to remember that he comes for fuiat
and privacy. He enjoins them not to annoy His
Majesty by over-enthusisstic attention.

King Edward is stopping at the Hotsl Waimar,
48 on previous occasions, and ogeupies the eentral
rooms on the first floor in the lefi wing, A great
deal of trouble has been taken to arrange the
rooms comfortably, and each has been decorated in
8 different colour. Omne room, which can he naed
a8 8 dining-room, has a round table with seats for
eight persone.  The carpet, curtains, ete, are of
dark green. In this room stands a large writing
table, with a fine Vienna bronze on it

The salom, which opens from this room, is in
wing-red eclour and hung with asilk. It contains a
fine ofl painting of the King himsell, which hangs
over & writing-table. The portrait Is the work of
Herr Alberti, of Vienns, and represents the King
in a general's uniform, A companion pietore is a
portrait of the Emperor Frang Josef. There are
rlant}l of comfortable chairs and sofas and a de-
ightfully artietic sersen. Here, too, is TUnger's
*“Veritas" in Mahogany, which is the wood of the
silon furniture. A baleony opens from the salon,
from which the King will have a delightful view
over the town and away to the hills beyond. Be-
low him will streteh the promenade, with ita ever-
moving orowd of water-drinkers.

The bedroom is bung with eloth harmonizing with
the brase bedstead, which is extramely massive and
handsome. One pictore only hangs in this room,
*Das. malende Miidehan," by Jakesah,

The dressing-room is in blue, as s everything in
the bathroom alao, even to the bath towals, whiak
are blue and white, A weighing.machine stands in
the bathroom, for the King likes to be wiighed
every day to sse what progress he s making with
his “cure’” There is, of eourse, 8 whole suite of
rooms for those in waiting on the King, as well as
his personal servanta

MNEWS FROM ENGLAND.

THE EXPLOBION AT THE FRANCO-BRITISH
EXHIBITION,

London, August 14,
Some further particulars of the balloon explosion
at the Anglo-Fremch Exhibition are as follow:
The balloon was filled with hydrogeon zas for the
first experimental trip. The propristor, Captain
Lovelnce, noticed a remt in the outer envelops and
asked hia secretary, Miss Hill, to sew it up. While
that was being done, a fearful explogion oecurred.
The hall, in which the balloon was, was filled with
flame and the unfortunate people who were in it
rushed about, themselves in flames. The force of
the explosion was so great that hundreds of people
in the neighbourhood of the hall were thrown
down. Miss Hill was apparently killed instantly.
The lives of many of the injured ave despaired of.
The explosion is said to have been due to s short

iMesting the inhabitants and visitors to abatain
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NEWS FROM AMERICA.

0.8 FLEET AT AUCELAND,
Aucklond, August 14.

Admiral Sperry and his officers were present
yesterday at the inanguration by the Premier, Sir
Joseph Ward, of the new bath house at Rotorua,
A great gathering of Europeans and Maoris wel-
eomed the American sailors

The Maoris execoted war danees for the entertain-
ment of the visitors,

Cordial speeches were eoxchanged between Ad-
miral Bperry and the Maorie. The party will ra-
turn hither tomorrew. In the meantime lavish
entartainments continue at Auckland for the officers
and men who have not gone to Rotorua.

Auebland, August 14,

On Thursday night an American naval patral
were engaged in arresting seamen who had over-
stayed their shors leave, when the erowds in the
street protested against the interference of the
patrol, threatening them with violenee. Therenpon
the American sailors drew thelr revolvers, and ig
looked as though serious troubles was imminent,
The arrival of police, however, prevented a eollision,
the erowd being dispersed and the patrol eseorted
back to the landing-place under poliee protection.

FUGITIVE EX-GOVERNOR TO BTAND TRIAL,
; Newr York, August 14.

It i reported from Loulaville, in Kentuoky, that
the former Governor of Kentucky, William Taylor,
whe has besn for eight years a fugitive in the
State of Indiana, intends after the November eleg-
tions to return to hiz native town and give him-
sell up to the judicial authority, a proceading which
ig likely to give rise to & sensational political trial.
Taylor was elected Governor of Kentucky by the
Republicana, During the electoral campiign, which
was a lierce one, Taylor's Demoerat opponent was
shot, and Taylor was aceused of having been privy
to the murder, When the Demoorats carried the
alection Taylor fled from the Siats, fearing that
he would be convieted without consideration whether
he was goilty or not

FROSPERITY AMIDST POVERTY.
New York, August 14

The so-ealled Prosperity Congress of the Amerinan
Commareial Travellers' Union bogan today. The
objeot of the Congress i& to restore public con-
fidenoe and to revive trade. The Congresa is only
to last two dayas,

The unemployed attempted to make a demonstra-
tion which should show the Congress the extent of the
want of employment in New York., The demonstration,
however, was prevented by the polise. Tha committes
of the unemployed thersupon sent a letter to the
Congress, astating that there are more than 40,00
persons in the eity who are penniless and starving.

TERRIBLE EXPERIENCE OF TRAVELLERS IN

PORTUGAL.

~ Berlin, August 14.

A telegram from Madrid gives an account of a
startling railway adventure which recently oscurved
in Portugal to a train on the line between Oporto
and Lishon,
A forest fire broke out on this section in the
nelghbourhood of Algeira and spresd quickly over
the immense forest. When the conflagration was
at its height the Lishon express came at full speed
out of the neighbouring valley and drove into the
blazing foresat,
The driver saw that it wouold be fatal to stop.
He put his locomotive at jes top speed and roshed
through the flames, oxtending over several kilo-
mitres. OF the passengers, who wers in & terrible
stete of exeitement and terror and whose shrieks
filled the train from one end to the other, not a
single one escaped scatheless, Many of them were
terribly burned.
The earriages were all charred, and some of them
enught fire before the train ecomplated its terrible
journey. Many pasgengers are in treatment ot the
hospital of Oporto, The Portuguese telegraph con-
sorship has hitherto prevented details of the (TR

strophe becoming public.
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