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THE BURDEN OF ARMAMENTS.

S SR

The present age i3 remarkable for the extreme
views held on one imporiant subject or another by
thoughtful people of all nations, and in no phase
of thought ig this characteristic more pronounced
than in the vexed gquestion of international srma-
ments. ‘On the one hand, some of the ablest men
of the present generation continue to express their
profound conviefion as to the utter impossibility of
calling o halt to the ruinous competition in batia-
liong mnd bottleships; on the other hand, publicista
of equal talent vehemently assert the entire practi-
cability of a limitation scheme based upon the res-
pective maval and military reguirements of the
various nations. So far neither school of thought
has succesded in out-arguing the other, though
ciremmatancss are ot present on the side of
the militarists,. We oount owrselves among
those who earnestly hope that the dictates of
humanity will ultimately prevail over the egotistical
gpecies of nationalism which keeps the civilised
world in & econstant state of tension, while con-
fessing that such a hope mubt remain unrealised
under existing conditione. In Helmaoth v, Gerlach
Germany has sn intensely earnest advooate of
armament reduction, and in the eolumne of a cur-
rant publication he expresses his opinion that
a treaty to this effect might be made between
France and Germany, both Powera guaranteeing
not fo ineressa the expenditore on their army,
but from such and such a year to decresse it,
even by one per cent. Germany, he argues, being
possessed of the greater army, might take the
initiative in such & matter without losing any
prestige. Its voluntary reduction of armaments
would certainly create an enormous moral impres-
giom, and would so strengthen the peace-loving
demoeracy of France that France itself would soon
be foreed to adopt the same course. IE would aet
in the same way as social legislation, which, with-
out international agreements, and by the mere foros
of Its existence, does propoganda work in other
Btates and spurs them to imitotion, Bo too, con-
tends Herr w. CGerlach, will it be in the easa of
the redustion of armaments. The main thing is
that one State should make s beginning. In tho
onse of the navy only Britain could do it, and in
the ecase of the army Germany alone comes in
queation. We do not- believe Englond can justly
ba accusad of disinclination to take aueh a step;
indead, on the occasion of the sscond Hague Con-
ference a similar proposal was put forward in all
good  fTalth by her representatives, with results
which are now eontemporaneous history. A revival
of the proposal to limit naval expenditure in Eng-
Iand and a simultaneous initiative by Germany for
the reduction of land forces would certainly be
deamatie, but we are oot optimistic enough to dis-
cern the probability of this devoutly fo be wished
consummation on the hovizon today.

An extremist view of the situation ia adopted by
another well-known sociologist, Dr. Rodolphe Broda,
who, in a recent article, traces the obvious course
of evolution through family, tribe, and nation to
internationalism. The last-named movement depends
npon the creation of internationnl institutions, Dr.
Broda maintasina that o limitation of armamonts
guch as England recommended at the Hague Con-
ference seams to be capable, not of preceding, but
only of following the establishment of an inter-
pational legal position. The progress of develop-
ment will, ha thinks, lead to a anilorm organisation
of all internetional authorities under a final federa-
tion of all civilised countries. Then the separate
States will neither be obliged, not perhaps be per-
mitbed, to retain their present armies. Thess will
ba replaced by the military and police forses of
the entire FPederation, The Federal Parlisment will
regulate, under uniform system, all matters common
to the Federal Btates. 2ide by side with thess
political movements goes the unifying influence of
a eommon eivilisation. Dv. Broda coosiders that
the oommunity of scientific knowledge eonsti-
tutes a veritable headstone in the future structure
of homanity. His remarks, however, interesting
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By appoiniment to T. M. the Hing of ZBaxony

apd the Emperor of Austria,
Saperd arltisile work. Modernte torms,

#5 they are, are based wholly and solely upon
hypotheses, a defect to which the ocontentions
of soclologista and plain Socialists appear to
be peculiarly liable, The intention is good, but
the contention is weak. The growth of anti-mili-
terism in France, whioch has baen so rapid as to
ORUSE Erave unesginess among the authorities, is
desoribed by Gustave Hervd, secording to whom
the anti-military feeling of the French workman is
quite different from the pacific and anti-military
gontiments of the middle classes, The French
labour delegation at Nancy recommended the
avoldance and provention of war by every pos-
eible means, from parlismentary interfersnce, po-
pular agitation and demonstration, down to a
workmen's general sirike and muotiny. The
International Conference at Stuttgart passed a
reaolution omitting the words “general strike amnd
mutiny," which, bowever, says M. Hervs, “were
underatood without being underlined.” It declared
the duty of the working classes to make avery affort
to prevent war by means of action in eo-ordination,
M. Hervéd assures wus that if the German Social
Democracy shows its determination to follow in prac-
tice the Btutigart resclution, then the cause of anti-
militarism in France will bé won so0 far ns the
masses of workmen and peasants are concerned. But
M. Hervd bhas yeb o prove to our satiefaction that
the growth of French anti-militarism has not militated
against the security and even the moral welfare of
the Stata. The fact of one great Power relinguish-
ing its preparations for defending itself substanti-
ally adds to, rather than decreases, the probability
of war. An undefended nation tacitly invites at-
tack by an unsoropulous neighbour. Noo truly
beneficial or permanent result can possibly acerue
from the agitation centring around the guestion of
armaments until every single Power affected by the
question signifies its readiness to eo-operate, and to
take no unfair advantage of benevolent action on
the part of other States

GENERAL NEWS,

—_—
NEWS FROM ENGLAND.

ALLEGED OUTRAGE ON BOARD A WARSHIP.
Fondon, September 17.

The Sftanderd publishes the following report: A
letter received at Plymouth from a eraiser which
i# conveying relief troops to Australin saya thot
the ship's crew, irritated by severe mnight work,
destroyed the sights on almost all the guns. The
damage done amounts to hundreds of pounds, and
the effisiency of the ship for aetive service is im-
paired. The matter was reported to the Governor
of Ceylom on the arrival of thi ship af Colombo.
Pending the disecovery of the offenders, all leave
for officers and men was stopped, the cantesns were
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cloged and smoking was forbidden,
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TWO 60,000-TON LINERS.

It ia officially announced that the mames of the
G 000-ton White Star liners ordersd from Mesars
Harland and Wolff, of Belfast, will be the “Olym-
pie** and the “Titanio It Iz understood they will
cosl batween three and four million pounds.

The now vessals will be almoat twice the size of
the great Cunarders ““Mauretania’ and “Lusitania.'"

NEWS FROM AMERICA.

THE ELECTORAL OUTLOOK,

Although the Republicans have carried the State
elactions in Maine by less than a third of their
normal majority, competent political observers in-
sist that this will have no effect upon the Presi-
dentinl fight. The Maine eleotions were [lought
wholly upon local issuss, of which the guestion of
resubmitting to the referendom the prohibition ar-
ticle of the Btate Constitution was the chief,

The ieemes in New York are infinitely more im-
portant in their bearing upon national polities, and
that is the resson why such an immense amount
of affort iz being concentrated upon this State, The
Repuoblican Convention at SBaratoga, the chairman
of which is8 no less a person than Mr. Hoot, the
Foderal Secretary of Btate, was long delayed in
renching n vote upon the selection of the party
candidate for Governor, owing to the obstroctionist
tactica of the anti-Hughes faction, but the decision
was finally taken in favour of Mr. Hughes, who
wis nomingted on the firet hallot.

Thera is, says a New York report, even less looal
unanimity at the Democratic Convention at Rochester ;
but here the dissensions are eonfined to the con-
flicting ambitions and rivalries of the bosses, headed
by Tommany Chief Murphy. Present indleations
are that the Democratic nomination for Governor
will be given to Mr. Chanler, now Lientenant-
Covernor, having been elected to that post when
the Republicans triomphontly placed Mr. Hughes
in the Governorship. Mr. Chanler, who ia eom-
paratively young and very rich, being connected
with the Astors, was “discovered’ by Mr. Hearst,
and owed his Licutenant-Governorship largely to
the support of the Independence League. He has
Pregidential ambitions, and last year made a tour
in the South, where he delivered a series of speeches
which attracted some amount of npational at-
tention,

The only other name thot has been promimently
mentionad in esonneotion with the Democratie no-
mination for Governor ia that of Judge Alton B
Parker, who made such a poor showing in his
fight for the Presidency sgainst Mr. Roosevelt in
1904, Mr. Parker iz o moch better lawyer than he
is a politician, and he has the additional dis-
advantage of having been unlucky in most of the
enterprises in which he has bedn engaged outside
his own particular profession, but he would un-
doubtedly make a very good Governor, if not quite
of a0 robust o type as Mr. Hughes

THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD
COMPANTY.
Balftimore, September 17,

The gross earnings of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad Company in the month of Aogust amounted
to 6372000 dollars, belog 1,352,000 dollars less
than in the same month last year, The net revenus
in the two periods was 500,000 and 2663000 dol-
lars respectively.

NEWS FROM FRANCE.

PRECAUTIONS AGAINST CHOLERA.

Prris, Saptember 16.

The Sanitary Council has enggested to the Minister
of the Interior that certain measures should ba
adopted to guard against the risk of cholera. In
particular a clean bill of heslth will be required
from ehips arriving from Ruossian ports. Travellers
arriving from Ruseia by land will be medieally
examined and kept for a certain time under ob-
sarvation,

{Continued on page L)
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