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THE FRENCH NAVAL
DISASTERS.

Little surprise waa occasioned by that
M. Thomeon, who for several vears hmmﬁ:i
portfolio of the French Ministry of Marine, ha-u-
resigned his office in -,--:-tm&qu&m-a of the attacks

n him contained in the report of the Commission
I]:_I‘.;;luirj.r into the “Jéna™ ter, which in 1907
the French Navy of one of its finest fighting
ships. The report was nothing less than a scathing
tiidietment of M, Thomson's administration, snd it
waa supplementsd in the Chamber on Monday last
a passionate apeech from M. Deloassé, the ex-
iniater for Foreign Affairs, who proposed a resolution
the terms of which were a censure on the personal
work of the Marine Minister. M. Delosssé explicitly
pecused the Minister of having systemationlly neglected
his duty in rejecting adviee proffered him by officials
of the “Jéna” and other experts many months before
the disastrous explosion occurred. The ex-Foreign
Minister detailed  the pumercus and varied risks of
explosion to which the ill-fated battleship was exposed
owing to her fanlty construction and the deplorably
lax arrangement of her magazines, all of which defeots,
he said, were made known to the Marine ent
revions to the disaster. He EIE,'IJE-I:'. that M. Thomson
Ea.d been guilty of negli in eetting aside these
reports as a matber ng for no immediate in-
vestigntion, and asserted that this official procrastina-
tion was the main canse of the deplorable catastrophe.
In M. Delecassé’s own worda, responsible for
the French Navy really seemed to have scoumulated
all the caoses that might lead to » dizaster. They
Wﬁl‘l}li[ﬂl‘ﬂi? temipling ovidenee, Tt was carelessnedy
in reaponsible quﬂrta%n that little by little produced
in all the departmenta of the Navy and in all ranks
first risge, then a state of unrest and nnxiety,
amnd fin utter d:ismumgcmcnt That, said the
ex-Foreign Minister, was the uﬂﬁm of all those dis-
asters that had so deeply moved public opinion, of
all those catastrophes that imvolved so many victims,
Within threa wyears there had been more losses in
personnel and materiel than would have been eaured
by a naval defeat. It was the imperative duty of
the Chamber to put an end to this miserable state
of affairs,

It iz hardly necessary to say that the vigorous tone
of this indictment created a sensation smong the
Deputics, and later, when the newspapers came out
with the Enquiry Commission’s report and M. Del-
cased’s remarks relative thereto, it was seom that
M. Thomeaon had, by resigning, taken the only possible
course. In French naval circles, howewver, the re-
signation of the Minister is deeply regretted. Ever
since he the notorions M. PaUFtan who
apparently undertook the administration of hha Mavy
with the aole object of disorganising it beyond repair,
M. Thomson has laboured incessantly to amdo the
pernicious work of his predecessor. When he entered
office it is not too much to say that the French Navy,
an far ms fighting efficiency was concerned, was in
& worse condition than it had ever been. Apartlcnhud}'
ingidious form of Socialism was rampant among the
crews of the ships and the dockyard emplovés; the
men entrusted with the task of dﬁ-&]gmlﬁ_ new vessels
for the Navy were absolutely free of official control,
and were therefore at liberty to build battloships
and coruisers in conformity with their own hare-brained
plans. The consequence ia that the French Navy is
a heterogenous collection of marine hybrids, few
shi ing equal in fighting value to contemporary
vuﬁlab:fngu&hu?r navies, Ehlurmwrer in some cases the
design of o ship was radieally altered when she was
Iying half built on the stocks, and every inventive
crank suddenly amitten with & new ides was at
liberty to wuri his will on the unfortunate vessel.
M. Thomson soon m to root out this costly
and euicidal svetem, but not without making for
himself & host of hitter enemies. Soperfluons officials
in all departments of the Navy, who for many years
had been fattening upon sinecures, were disoharged
wholesale. A clean sw was made of all the men
infected with that apint-:ﬁdlanm and insubordination

by the & of Emmllﬂtm]!l:mpugundu
‘throughout the fleet, The extent to which this creed
flourished in the Navy under the Pelletan régime is
shown by the well authenticated story published in
a French service journal some three yearz ago, to
the effect that on board one of the battleships of
the Mediterranean squadron was a perfectly equipped
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printing press, operated by several members of the
erew, who turned off under the very eyes of their
officera thousands of inflammatory Socialist pamphlets,
which were promptly distributed among the othar
vessels of the sguadron. Today, howewer, all this
has been changed. Ships are laid down and completed
in accordsnee with the origingd designs; the rank
and file are more amenable to discipline and show
inereased interest inm their work: the officers have
become  enthusiastic since t.hay discovered  their
interests had ceased to be ignored. A new spirit
permestes the Navy, and for this the French nation
has only M. Thomeon to thank, Nothing is definitely
known as yet as to his suoccessor, but we venture
to think the Government will have a difficult task
to replace the ex-Minister who has been driven from
office by the wnseropulous intrigoes of jeslovs po-
litigians,

GENERAL NEWS.

NEWS FROM ENGLAND.

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

London, October 32,

Replying to several l:|l.ll:iltll'.lII.H on the paper todey
with reference to the proposed Europenn Conference,
the Becretary of State for Foreign Affairs aaid that
the object of the present negotiations between the
Powers was to arrive at some agresment as to the

mme of a Confercoee which should put an

to the difficulties arising out of recent events,

wﬂ.huula epusing new uneasiness. “As Turkey," eaid
the Minister, “has been most prejudiced by what
has ooourred, the British Government trusts that
the first ﬂh]mt of the Powers will be to secure com-
pensation for Turkey, to Huﬂpurt her interests, and
to strengthen the new Turkish Government whclae
administration & having such a heneficial effoct
throughout the Ottoman Empire. The approval of
the Turkish Government is a necessary preliminary
condition of the adoption of any Conferemce
gramme ; and, as the views of Turkey on the suggestions
that have been made have not wyet been expressed,
I can give no farther information. The pro
a Conference proceeded in the first place from Turkey,
but the idea of & Conference waa mooted on several
sides ‘st about the same time"

A member on the Government side of the House
having asked whether the Secretary of State would
explain  clearly the osals put forward by the
British Government, ngEdwnﬂ Grey answered that
it would be premature to make any disclosures as
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to the proposals favoured by a single Power. (Hear,
Hear.) FT]:I.E- object of the mﬂmu.nlﬂiiuns which have
been exchanged between the Powers was to gpoasrd
against the publication of views prevailing with re-
gard to the varions proposals.

AMERICAN POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S VISIT.
{From our own correspondent., )

Lomdon, Ootober 332,

It 13 reported here that Mr, Henniker Heaton,
the energetic and awmfh aaful advui:f:ahe-. of univeraal

i g, had the intention iving a dinner
E: E&% of Commons ah-l:rrt.l:g.r Ea ng Buxton
and the Hon. G. Von L. Meyer, United States Post-
master-Gieneral, in celebration of the inavguration
of penny postage between this country and the
United States, Owing to the inability of Mr, Mever
to visit this country at present, however, the celebra-
tion has had to be postponed until next yvear. 1In
a letter to Mr. Henniker Heaton, dated Wuﬂhiugtm*
the Tth inst., Mr. . Von L. Meyer wrote: “Tt
would give me the grestest plessure to visit Eng-
land wand the House of Commons, but I regret to
gy that it will be impossible for me to leave my
poat thia winter. 1 hope to be able to avail my-
pelf of the opportunity of visiting your country
gome time next year,

Bince the first of this month when penny postage
to the Btates eame into force, the number of letters
addressed from England to all parts of the United
States has inor by leaps and bounda, and there
is good reason to believe that within a “short time
the Treasury will not only be able to cover the
temporary deficit caused by the reduced rate, but
in consequence of the enormous inorease of postal
traffic will reap the benefit of an incressed revenue.
A movement has been set on foot by several
minent men in this country to obtain the consent
of the Government to an issoe of stamps bearing
the head of Mr. Henniker Heaton, in lien of the
ordinary picture of the soversign. It is feared,
however, that legal technicalities forbid the realisa-
tion of thie unique project.

COUNT TOLSTOY'S GRATITUDE.
(From our own correspondent.)

London, Detober 22
Count Leo Tolstoy has addressed a communica-
tion to the editor the Times, in which he thanks
his many friends in England for the kind letters
and greetings which have reached him in great num-
bers, He writes; “From the last days of Aogust
to the present time T have been, and still am, re-
uawm from moat various sidea such flattering great-
at I fee] it mecessary I;u my extremse
Era.tltuda to all those perso ﬁ institutions whu
gve addressed me so mln:u'l:lly and kindly, .
thank sll my friends and sequaintances, hﬂ-t-il iT!L
Fussin amd abroad, who remembersd me on my
birthday. 1 thank all those whom I do wot know
personally, of every various social ition, includ-
ing prisoners in gaols aud exiles, who have greeted
me with ocqual cordiality. T thank all the youths,
maidens, and children who have sent me beautifal
presents. 1 heartily thank all who have grested me,
especially those it.hedmu.jurili_v] wha, qu;]it-u 1=
expectedly to me and to my great joy, have ex-
in their addresses full ment, not with
e, but with those eternal truths which, as best I
eould, T have tried to express in my writings. Ex-
cuging myself for my inability to roply separately
to each institution and person, I ask all to accept
this announcement as an expression of my sineere
gratitude to all who during these daye have ex-
pressed their kind feelings towards me, for the joy
they have given me. (signed) Leo Tolstoy.”

BRITISH SHIPEUILDERZ REEFUSE CREDIT.
Iu.agu}w Ootoher 23,
Hewfer states that the contract betwesn the
Russian Governmont and the Grangemouth and
Greenock Dockyard Company for the construction
of five war ships, each of 8000 tons displacement
and to onst about 400,000, has been broken off.
although it was all but completed. and transferred
to the Schichan yard at Danzig, because the Bussiin
(lovernment h.u.g insiasted that it shonld not be
called upon for any payment until 1911,
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