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THE STRAIN OF THE FIGHT.

If Press reports from Mew York are to be be-
lieved, Mr, Taft and Mr, Bryan are suffering severely
from-the strain of the arducus campaign just over,
the former cspecially. Each of the candidaies is #
political heavy-weight, and a campaign orator of the
first rank, But for the last two months they have
been working | ke Trojans, and it Iz aot to be
wondered that at the conclusion of the fray thev
both show signs of distress duc to the cnormous
mental and physical efforts entailed by such active
participation in a hard-fought fight, 50 far az phy-
sical health goes, Mr. Bryan iz zaid to have the ad-
vantage of his rival, besides possessing & greater
amount of that personal magnetissn which plavs an
important part in winning voles, What Mr, Taff lacks
in persuasive oratory, however, he makes up for
in a great degree by his bluff personality and frank
countenance, which lights op with a gemial smile
when he is bantering his opponents, or assumes an
expression of unflinching sternness when he is deal-
ing with that political chicanery which he so strongly
condemns. It has been truly said that there is no
country in the world where the strain imposed wpon
candidates is s0 enormous as in an American Pre-
sidemtial election. In a country where the consti-
tuents extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific and
“the popnlation totals nearly 90 millions, it goes
without saving that there is an endless amount of rail-
road travelling and sleeping en route to be done.
Those who have seen both candidates within the
last few days could not help remarking the phe-
nomenal change which the incessant effort of eipht
weeks has produced in them. They were said to
speak as fluently as ever, but Mr. Taft's wvoice was
a mere echo of its Former ringing tones, while a
facetious observer, in reply to someone who com-
pared Mr. Bryan's voice %o a silvery toned bell,
suggested that the said bell had developed a bad
crack. However this may be, the Democratic
champion continued to draw upon an apparently in-
exhaustible stock of eloguence, and it i5 a remarkable
fact that, although he often delivered over a dozen
speeches in the course of a single day, he rarely
repeated himself.

ast week Mr. Taft had a regular breakdown while
addressing a huge audience at the Academy of Music
in Mew York. In the middle of a particularly fervid
flight of oratory his volce suddenly developed a pain-
ful degree of hoarseness; but the speaker struggled
on, and only when his tones had sunk to an almost
inaudible whisper did he throw up the sponge. The
physician who accompanied the Republican candidate
on his stumping tour immediately stepped to his
side, and literally hustled him to the rear of the
platform ; and to maintain the attention of the
audience the band struck wp a lively air, while
another speaker stepped forward to continue the
argument. Mr. Taft was conveyed to his hotel by
automobile, and a medical examination proved him
to be in a serious condition of exhaustion. Indeed,
5o completely had the strain told upon him that he
was strongly advised to refrain from forther actual
participation in the electoral fight, bt thizs advice
he ignored.

Thin, haggard, and weary, but with his fervent
enthusiasm ondiminished, Mr. Bryan continued his
campaign in the enemy's country up to the last. It
i3 reported that whenever the chairman’s bell
summoned him to the platform he responded with

i

wnfailing eagerness, Up to last Wednesday he was
being rushed about Mew York in a high-powered
automobile, and after speaking to a small assembly
in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel ooe afternoon  last
week, he was literally mobbed by a crowd of lady
admirers who kissed him rapturously, Mrs. Bryan
standing by impassively. The fortune of an enter-
prising camera man who had succeeded in capturing
the expression on that lady's face would bave been
secured.

Very naturally the late financial crisis occupied
an important place in the subjects dealt with by the
rival candidates. Mr, Bryan ridiculed Mr, Taft's state-
ment that a Democrat victory would mean another
panic. On this point he delivered himself of the
following remarks last week:—

Ii Mr. Tafl con prevent o panle next year, | lwve norghl o
ask why he did nol prevent ane last year.  He was in the Pre-
sident’s Cabinel. When it cumie be was =0 prominent o imember
that the Prezident appednded him to ke fhe Bepublicin condidate
o succeed him.  MNoew, 1 e had ol omuch infloesce witl flse
President, winy didn't Toe dell e President ned to Set dbis pamic
come?  Why dide't the President prevent this panic?  Why, if
they coubd md prevent il—wly dide'l feey posipone it for 2 few
iponaths, 4o hat it would be my panic?

Mr. Taft, speaking in Connecticut, asked for elec-
tion on the ground that the Bépublican administrative
record furnizshed the country with a better guarantee
of pood government than Mr. Bryan's party, “which
really had mot any record worth mentioning.™  As
to the panmic, said Mr, Taft;—

It came fram an excess of prosperity, and, o facl, we thouglst
we were slronger fhan we were, and @ould carry oa aber
caberprises  than we coudd, | venture ko say teal Inoall history
you will nod find 8 Democratie panle thad come fram espess of
prosperily. The panic H:H”}' cAame Irni lhe exihauslion of |_'|1|',!||I;i|
the world round, and especially bere, where we went on with
car emderprises without money, and - hoping de borrow iL B
the revelations of corporate abuses, the revelafions of railway
helplessmess, the thiread of drashic I:rglslmmu i the Siptes with
reference in all corporafe  emberprises, frightlened capital.  The
ralfriads were wnable to bomow money, ey were unable o
cantinae. (e work of construction and ~recenclnsction that they
caghl o be now dobng, in ceder bo omeet dhe inlare flt of
the country. They confrod the mearket, they buy voe-third of the
mamifaciured produce that is made in this country,  Wisen they
failed, therefore, b be purchasers there failed part of the market,
and e manufaclering fell off, and se we lad first o panie, a
limancial stringency, and ihen depression.

He submitted that a Democratic régime, with its
quack remedies for trust and corporation abuses,
its free silver ideas, its Government ownership of
railroads, its extraordinary banking ideas, would be
infinitely mere disastrous than the actual economic
diseases it proposed to combat.

GENERAL NEWS.

NEWS FROM ENGLAND.

THE HOUSE OQF COMMONS,
THE GERMAN EMPEROR AND ENGLAND,
Lomdaow, MNow, 2,

At today's sitting Mr. William Redmond asked the
Secretary of State for War whether the plan of
operations for ending the Boer war which was actu-
ally carried out by Earl Hoberts emanated from {he
German Emperor, and if so, whether the Secretary
of State would puoblish it

Mr. Haldane replied that the archives of the Mi-
nistry of War contained no such document and that
it had not come into the possession of any other
department in connection with the War Office, *I
am not, therefore,” said the Minister, *in a po-
sition to meet the wish for the publication of the
document.” (Laughter).
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Mr. Redmond having  enquired further whether,
considering the great interest of the subject, the
Secretary of State for War would ascertain whether
such a document existed in the country in any de-
partment, Mr. Haldane added: "1 have encugh io
do with the responzibility for the War department,
and it cannot be expected that [ should go bevond it.™*

NEWSIFROM AMERICA.

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION,

Spon after these limes appéar in print the vexed
question as to who shall Al the Presidential chair
when Mr. Hoosevelt vacates it will have been settled
for four years more at least. The actual campaign
ended- last week in 2 whirlwind of rhetoric, the last
effort of exhausted lungs and tired oul hrains,
Driring his last day in New York Mr. Bryan made
no fewer than 21 speeches. Before leaving he said:
“I am certain to carry New York and to be elected.
| have learned something new about the New
¥Yorkers ; they seem to be able to get alonp on five
hours' sleep, and fo like it.”" The general opinion
prevails in Mew York that Mr. Bryan's visit to that
city undoubtedly gained him a lot of additional
support. His sarcastic allusions to the panic and
his explanations as to what his bank guarantee plan
means won him backers among many who were pre-
viously wndecided about the security of his financial
policy. Probably, however, his strong appeal for
the support of the workers is being counted on by
the Democratic managers to help him a considerable
way along the road to the White House. Those
who followed his campaign in New York cannot deny
that Mr, Bryan's coming instilled mew life into his
generals in that section, who were practically pre-
pared to throw up the sponge before he arrived.
Mr. Herman Ridder, proprietor of the influential New
York Ségafs-Zeitnng, and the Nationmal Democratic
campaign treasurer, last week contributed in the
name of himself and his three sons 237,000 to the
campaign funds for a final assault on the Republican
stronghold.

All last week it was check and checkmate in the
Empire City. Hardly had one of the candidates
gained an advantage by some particularly striking
speech or revelation, when the other immediately
cndeavoured to counteract the efiect by an even
more impassioned piece of oratory or a more sen-
sational revelation. Since the last word remains
longest with the hearer Mr. Taft scored a strategical
adventage over his opponént by remaining in New
York for two days after the departure of Mr. Bryan
for the West., Whatever the result of yesterday’s
polling may be, aeither candidate can reproach him-
self with lack of emergy;: and whichever candidate
is defeated, the loser’s friends can at least avouch
that “he done his level best.”

CHARLES DICKENS'S FIRST LOVE.
“Ihickensiana™ have (according to a contemporary’s
New York correspondent) received an interesting
addition by the publication of authentic letters that
passed between the author of “David Copperfield”
and the original of David's child wife, Dora. The
correspondence is in a little book privately printed
for the Bibliophile Society of Boston, and proves
only too plainly the autobiographical nature of a
large portion of David Copperfield’s love affairs
and of Arthur Clenman's in “Little Dorrit” in later
days. The Dora and the Flora Finching were, in

fact, one, in different stages of development.

(Coatlnued on page L)
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