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THE GERMAN EMPEROR AND
ENGLAND.

In contrast o our contemporaries, both  British  and
German, we have previously abstained from all comment
on fhe subject of the Imperal “interview'' whose publi-
cation by the Daily Telegraph last week has had such
sensational results. The discussion of subjects of far-
reaching international importance is best deferred until
such time as facls commence to emerge from the chaos
of fiction creafed by imaginative journalists, whose entire
energies are concentrated on the bunt for sensational copy,
to the neglect of truth, Owr own opinion is that the
incident is in every way regreifable, but that its im-
portance has been grossly and even criminally exagperated,
The German Press stigmatises the publication a5 an
amazingly puerile error of judgment; the British Press
sees In it an ill-devised atlempt fo curry favour with their
couniry, some ofgans going o the extent of describing
the publication as an example of consummate Machiavel-
lianism, Meither one nor the other of these attibedes
appears {0 us justified by the facis.

In the first place it appears certain that the communi-
cation in question was not an interview, but a collection
of utterances made by the Emperor on widely different
occasions; uiierances, perhaps, casually addressed to private
individuals in the course of ordinary conversafion, and
ceftainly made with no particular modive, ulteror or other.
wige, The aricle iz therefore at once divested of the
significance which would naturally atiach o it if it bore
the character of an official communigue fresh from Pots-
dam, this belng the interpretation that the Daily Telegraph
meant to be placed wpon . As a matter of fact, there
is not one line conteined in the artlele—Iit (= béfore us
#8 we wrnle—which throws the slightest ray of new light
on the Genman Emperor's attitude towards Great Britain
neither s there one line coptaining anything new on the
international sifuation In general, All the workd knew of
the tentative moves made in varlous quarters o the wintes
of 1899-—1900 with the object of influencing Great
Britain in regard 1o the Boer campaign. The moves came
to naught for several reasons, chief among them being
the fact that, while the Britlsh Army was almost to a
man engaged in South Africa, the British Mavy was
praciically free to concentrate in European waters, and the
balance of naval power at that period was even more
overwhelmingly in England’s favour than it is now. As
to the pro-Boer tendencies of Continental nations, there
was little fo choose between the watrous eoustries. The
journals of Paris, Berlin, The Hague, and S5t. Petersburg
were at ong in condemning the war and expressing warm
sympathy for the “embattled farmers” of the wveldt, and
the extremist carlcatures which gave such just offence to
the British nation emanated as much from Pars as from
Berlin. MNow that Englishmen have beem made aware of
the German Emperor’s own atfitude durdng thatl troublous
time, His Majesty has ot Ieast a right to cxpect 8 modi-
Heatlon of the views with regard o him erroneously held
by a considerable section of the British nalion, We be-
licve he was sincerely desirods of siimulating  mutual
goodwill, and if the publication of the article was pre-
mature o ill-judged, we have it on official record that
the blame resis with the German Foreign OFfice.

We venture to think that, had the Imperial ulterances
been acceplted in England in the splrt in which they
were made, they cowld only have been construed into a2
personal refutation of that fendency towands Anglophohbia
which is wnfortunately sl discernible in some German
newspapers; and it is therefore nod difficult o understand
the Irritatlon which His Majesty's assurances of friendship
towards Great Briftain bave caused those of Ms subjects
whose sympathies do not lic in that direction.

Perhaps the one really regretiable statement attributed
i the Emperor i3 that cofcerning the hostility which the
majority of the German pubiic are zaid to enfertain against
Great Britain, With afll due respect to the Mustrious
author of this statement, we must admil our mability to
pgree, The evidence to the contrary ks abundant and
unimpedchable, That the numerous wvislts recently ex-
changed between fhe fwo counides by  dislinctly re-
presentative deputations count for nothing we cannot be-
lieve. Underdying the complimentary speeches delivered
of those occasions was a real straln of sincerity and a
fundamental desire to sweep away the artificial feclings
of distrust principally engendered by a few malevolent and
irresponsible newspapers on both  sides of the-Channel.
We are copvinced that the (li-feeling between this country
gnd Great Britaln, never wvery marked and cerfainly never
widespread, is being graduoally eliminated by common
sense and a growing realisation of mutual interest. Those
few Individuals, British and Germano, who cannot gaze
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across the Morth Sea withowt pubtting on red spectacles
have had their day and made the most of if; bul they
are powerless fo permanently Impede the march of peace-
ful development based upon interests so vast that com-
pared 1o them racial animosity is a factor of but the
slightest importance,

GENERAL NEWS.

NEWS FROM ENGLAND. ;

REVIVAL OF THE SPY SCARE.
QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT.

London, Movember 4,

In the House of Commons yesterday afternoon
Mr. Hicks Beach asked the First Lord of the Ad-
miraliy whether a party of officers from the Ma-
val War College went for a reconnaissance fo the
Isle of Wight a few weeks ago, and Yound there
some Cerman officers engaged wpon selecting  suit-
able places for landing froops; whether the German
Oovernment granted similar facilities For reconnaiz-
sance to British officers; and, If not, whether the
Ciovernment proposed to prohibit forcign  officers
from exercising this freedom of investigation un-
til their ocwn Covernments granted similar privi-
leges to British officers. Mr. McKenna: “The eir-
cumstances related in the first part of the ques-
tion are entirely devoid of foundation.” Mr, Hicks
Beach asked for a reply to the last part of the ques-
tion. Mr. McKenna replied that in view of the first
answer there was no occasion for the request men-
tioned in the secomd part. Mr. Hicks Beach asked
whether it was the policy of the Government to
allow foreign officers from any country to recon-
noitre over any part of the country at their will,
and whether the Government would make any re-
presentations to foreign countries on the matter.

—
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The Speaker: “The sea is wnder the dominion of
the right hon. gentleman, and not the land™ (loud
langhter). Mr. Arpold-Forster asked whether it was
a fact that the naval fortresses of Cermany were
not under the control of the naval depariment, and
whether it was open to British officers to recon-
nodtre there. Mr. McKenna replied that there was
no evidence that German officers had been recon-
noitring in the neighbourhood of British forts; and
whether or pot the German forfresses were under
the supervision of the German Admiralty had no-
thing to do with the question on the paper (langhter).
Mr. Arnold-Forster asked whether it was open to
British naval officers to reconnoitre in any of the
great foreign naval ports. Mr. McKenna replied
that if it was believed that they were reconnoitring
for the purposes of espionage they would not be
allowed, Mr. Hicks Beach asked whether an in-
quiry had been addressed to the head of the Royal
Maval College as to whether the statement men-
tioned in the first gquestion was correct. Mr, Mac
Kenna: “¥es, | have, and am told that the whole
story is & mare's nest” (Ministerial cheers). Mr.
W. Redmond asked whether the German Emperor
was coming here in Count Zeppelin's airship, and
whether the right hon. gentieman would take pre-
cautions {loud laughter). No answer was given.

TREASOM IM IMDIA,
Caleuita, Movvember 4.

A Reater report states that the Yagawdfar, a Cal-
cutta newspaper which bhas been twice prohibited,
is now appearing in the French settlement of Chan-
denagore. It calls upon the Bengalis to exterminate
tlie Edjopeaus, and says that ithe ouly sobsciplion
it asks is that every one of its readers should bring
the head of a European. Nothing is yet known as
te the measures which the French administration
will adopt in the matter,

KiNG AND QUEEN OF SWEDEN.
London, November 5.
The King and Queen of Sweden are expected to
reach Windsor on the afternoon of Monday, No-
vember 16, Their wisit will last until the following
Saturday, and except for the journey to London on
the Wednesday, will be spent entirely at Windsor.

NEWS FROM AMERICA.

MR, ROOSEVELT'S HUNTING TRIP.
New ¥ork, November 4.

The MNew York Times states that Mr. Roosevelt
and his party will sail on March 13 on board the
steamer “Kinig Albert” for Naples. Thence he will
proceed to Suer, from where the start for the south
will be made. The British Government has already
notified Mr. Roosevelt that he has their permission
to kill all such game as he may desire. Cairo will
be reached on the return journey about May, 1910,

FIRST CUBAN PRESIDENT DEAD,
Santiago de Cuba, November 5.
Senor Estra da Palma, the first President of the
Cuban Republic, died today.

LATEST ELECTION FIGURES.
New York, November 4.
Latest reports from various centres, Including
doubiful States, indicate that Mr. Taft will secure
302 electoral votes, against 181 cast for Mr. Bryan.

THE ABRUZZI ROMANCE.
AN IMPORTANT FAMILY MEETING.

Rome, Movember 4.
Mewspapers here state that the Aosta family will
meet tomorrow at Superga, and will discuss the
guestion of the marriage of the Duke of the Abruzzi
to Miza Elkins, the daughter of Senator Elkins, of
the United States. The Duke will leave Italy very
shortly for New York In order, it is stated, to ask
for the hand of Miss Elkins, and after the expected
betrothal, will return to Italy, The wedding will
:I:Im place in America, but probably not for some
ime.
Rowmte, Movember 4.
The Duke of the Abruzzi possesses a small villa
at Spezia, built four years ago, and for some days
past workmen have beem employed at the villa. The
garden is being emlarged, and a terrace has been
constructed on the sea fromt. All the furniture of
the house has been replaced by mew articles.

{Confinued on page 2.).

.

gefordert von der
Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft

wFG

Wir fihren Wissen.



