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THE SUBMERGED TENTH.

The approach of winter is a theme very Fridtful
o the poets and others who can extract sentiment il
inspiration from the seasons. But there is one RV
large clazs of people to whom the purtents of winfer
eutivey nothing but sickening dread and dreary de-
spair. We refer to the submerged tenth, the people
of the abyss, those unfortunate beings who, bereft
of warm clothing and nourishing food, must per-
force leok to Mother Nature for warmth and sis-
tevance, Nature, however, is at times a harsh pavent
and a scliish one. At certain seasons she showers
her favours lavishly on the carth, giving free ligin,
wiarmth, and food to whosoever will accept it Au-
tumn heralds the dying year, and it is then $hit the
radiant smile of infinite benevolence fades from Na-
ture's brow, lcaving her countenance stern, forbid-
ding, npitiless. We have only to consider the untold
millivns of our fellow-creatures who are permancutiy
without the scantiest means of sclf-support to realise
the ghastly tragedy performed beneath our very eves
every winter, The agony of this grim drama s ac-
centvated or relieved according to the severity of
the cold season and the prevailing condition of the
labonr market, While such misery is universal, and
may be met with even in prosperous Germanc and
Ami-rica, it undoubtedly reaches its climax in Eug-
lond, and is particularly concentrated in London—
the world’s vast metropolis, a city of opulent wenlth,
and withal a cancer spot on humanity’s social iwaben,
We rend in the papers that the coming  winter is
likely to bring a repetition of the uwnemployed tra-
gedy that will surpasé anvthing formerly known, To
put it in bald language, some half million of 1l
peur, herded together like unclean cattle in the il
purliens and keanels of the East End, will expericug.
the paowing pangs of hunger and suffer indesceib-
able torments from cold and exposure, A large [t
ctage of these wretched people will inevitahly
starve and thus make room for fresh detschmaeats
of watcasts next vear. Practically all of them will
sustiin permancat injury to their health, ensuring
ar unfxiling supply of patients to the greal hospitals.
Ulhirs, preferring spredy release to the lingeting
tortures of slow starvation, mav be relied upnn 1o
commit self-destruction. History gives no precedent
of such widespread, wallowing desolation and o -
apait.

The world at large accepts these unpleasant facts
but refuees to do more. It follows the exomple of
the wise ostrich, and buries its silly head decp
the sand hoping that the trouble will blow ower
withoul deing further harm. Others, more energetic
but no & whit more practical, busy themselves in
devising visionary ways and means for putting an
end to this ccomomic butchery and converting the
world inte a Utopia. These people call thems-!v.s
Sceinlistz, and it is noteworthy that the stalwarts
animg them are nearly all men and women of wealth
who have no idea of what it means to Ffeel cyven
moderately  hungry, They sit I comfortable arm
chairs and pass the time by constructing empts
theories or objurgating their fellow Pharisees, hut
they only succeed in inculcating the starvation 1P v
with tudimentary principles of revolt. These may
prodoce a temporary warmth, but they do aot il
an empty stomach. Finally, a minority, hopelessiy
small, cannot rest complacent in face of the aittioa,
and hurl themselves into slum work with commend-
able ardour. Here, again, many of them belisve in
the cfficacy of preaching as an antidote for starva-
tion. and while the intention is good the result is
sadly vnsatisfactory. It is easy to attribute this evil
to some vast hidden mistake in the social svsfemn,
and it i& correspondingly hard to devise a panacea
for it. Unemployment is not the sole cause. Thete
are innumerable members of the submerged tenth
who are physically or mentally incupablé of support-
ing ihemselves. A goodly proportion, ton, is com-
posed of chronically weary individuals who are lonk.
ing for work and praying to God they don't Ed
it'"  Ome fact is silhowetted sharply against the
threatening cloud: Sooner or later the climax must
arrive. Given an elementary spirit of discipline and
organisation, the people of the abvss will rise blindly
aﬁainﬂ the callous social juggernaut which grinds
them inle sanguinary ruin beaeath its remorseless
wheels. Some day, perhaps, the great dumb masses
will become articulate, the chained monster will cast
off its shackles, and then the world will shudder
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al & social cataclysm eclipsing the French Reign of
Terror in blood and inhuman ferocity. It is a0l a
plezsant outlook but it must be faced, and not all
the arinchair philosophy of the Fabian Society  and
hendred dillettanti will prevail when the storm Hmally
Lite ks,

NEWS OF THE WORLD.

Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister, left the House of
Commons o Tuesday during the debats on several!
very important  Budget clauses, and journzyed
special train 1o Balmoral for an audience with King
Edvwird, who had unexpectedly telegraphed to the
Premicr reguesting his attendance. Great signifeine
iz sttached by all parties 10 Mr, Asquith's jranrney,
porticiiarly as it directly follows wpon an audience
which the Earl of Cawdor, one of the most influential
members of the Opposition in the House of Loards,
has had with his Majesty. In Liberal circles i is
cuijectured that an attempt is about to be made by
the highest personage in the land to allevige and
finally terminate the grave Constitutionul dispute
which is now rapidly coming to a climax.

Lesding members of the Cotton Exchange, savs
n New York telegram, gave o déjeuner in honour of
bere Derpbairg, the German Colonial Secretury, i
Tursalay, at which alsu Consul-General Frankssn tos):
part, waler in the day Herr Dernburg left for Wosh-
mpdun for o further conferency with the State Apri-
ciltaral authorities.
A Reane telegram states that the Pope is practically
reswored to health, and granted several audicnces on
Tuesday,

Mzr. Palombi, one of the most widely-known pre-
Iatez an?! who was an intimate friend of the Pope's,
aitempted to board a -moving strest-car in Rome on
T edaw and fell under th: wheels of a passing va.
He was terribly motilated and *sutkambdd to his in.
juries on fhé spot. -~ . ¥ :

A brilliant banguet was given in New York on
Tuegday night by the leading British socizties in Y-
neer of Admital Seymour and the officers of b
British squadron taking part in the Hudson-Fultoq
t.libiations, Admiral von Koester, commanding +l
German ships, was also a guest, and delivered 1 par-
tuwlarly happy spiech on the thzme of the Cerman
Movy's respect and admiration for Admiral Seviponr,
All German sailors, said Admiral von Koester, re-
called the faci that manv Gertmans were the com-
rades 1z arms of Admiral Sevmour in the Chinese dis-
turbances of 1900 and $erved wnder him, and the
vordial reception given to the (German Fleet at Piy.
mouth in 14 was also a cherished reme=mbrance.
Whencver Britishers and Germans met, continued ¢
Admiral, they must of necessity, come together as
metabers of two nations mitually engaged in energetic
warld competition. Nevertheless, the efforts of bBath
naticns, in view of their common racial origic and
their tommercial interests, should alwayvs be direscted
towsrds the establishment of good relationship and
friendly interconrse with each other. That should
apply with double force in the United States, where
Germons and English met in the midst of a et
mition of high civilised development and intellertual
equipment, and worked together for the further pro-
grese of 1he splendid country of their adoption, “*9%
hope," corcluded Admiral von Koester, “that here,
as onc; the soldiers and sailors did in China nader
Admiral Seymour, English and Germans will march
showider to shoulder and endeavour to serve in the
best way the interests of their new home."”

The Clerman societies of Mew York, in the pre-
seiee of Admirals Wainwright and Schroeder, of the
U5 Navy, handed to Admiral von Koester on bosrd
the German cruiser Victoria Louvise at New York un
Tuesday a silver table service as a gift for the Ger-
man Emperor,
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in a review of the past vear's work (writes our
Lowt 1 gorrespondent) the St Pancras Distress Com-
mittve reports that npever was there a vear sines
they siorted operations in which the committes have
more beenly felt their impotence. A study of the
record papers revealed the spectacle of hundreds of
men snd women with unblemished records and a
keen desire for work having nothing but poverty
and disappointment staring them in the face. Come
munting on the paucity of Government assistanee to
local schemes, the committee protests against the
fact that no more than one-third of the total nmmber
of deserving applicants registered in the hop- of
obtaimng work were found employment, while of
those who did obtain it only a small propociivn
receivied any substantial help, So keenly did laval
memiers of the committee feel this that their re-
signation in a body had been seriously proposed.
Mathirg  that the committee has done has in the
sligntest degree tended to drain the “stagnant el 5™
of laboar in the borough., A few men in every srade
vhtained temporary reliel work, but either thev ar
others have again filled up the ranks of the [rap-
mancat regerve army of labour. The uwnemplored
pamtere and builders’ labourers confinue to be a
standing problem to the committee. The conclusion of
the report is that the whole problem of  un-
emplorment calls for a systematic solution. The =om-
mittee =ays it has investigated facts and revealed
running sores: it is for those in authority to provide
me ks for permanent relief,

In scgard to the suicide of Mr. Albert Puliteer,
the well-known American journalist and hrother t0
Mr. loseph Pulitzer, of the New York World {brivf
mintin of which we published on Tuwesday), the
following telegram from Vienna gives further details

Mr. Pulitzer, who came to Europe som: 14 years
ago owing to ill-health, had lately suffered greativ
by rexson of nervous trouble. H: had rooms @ the
Grand Hotel, and his doctor, who called on Sunday
night to keep an appointment, found him lying dead
on the feor in circemstances which pointed 1o his
having shot himself in front of a mirror, while on
the table was a small empty phial which had con-
tained poison. Inquiries showed that earlier in the
vveming Mr. Pulitzer had dismissed his secretary and

‘other attendants, and had asked to be lJeft alone.

Duceased, who was 58 years of age, was a pative
of Hungary., He founded the New York Morntug
fonrnal, which has since become the New York
Amerean.

M. Pulitzer was well known in London, whers
he frequently stayed during the summer months, fol-
lowing up his visits with sojourns in Scotland and
provincial cities, He was reputed to be very wenfithy,
and his chief interest in life lay in formulating schicmes
of newspaper enterprise,

The ex-Shah of Persia reached Odessa on Tuesdar
evening with his family by special train, and was
met 2l the station by the town commandant, who
estorted im to the apartments prepared for his re-
e i o,

I is reported from Breslan that Anton Dweraak,
the weil-known baritone, was on Tuesday seotenced
tee 153 months" imprisofment for o murderogs atiack
it Addiie Tharaw, a soubrette, from mobtives  ofF
Jralveuzy,

A slight incident which occurred in regard to the
Eenediction of a flag which was solemnly bestowed
ot Monday at Civita Vecchia upon the new battle.
ship “Roma" is cousing great comment in Rome. as
being svmptomatic of the relations existing hetwoen
Church and State. It is reported that Cardinal Mercy
del Val refused to grant the Benediction, which wis
oily eonceded through the intervention of several
munbers of Parliament who are personal friends f
the Pvpe, his Holiness allowing Mgr, Beccaria, the
King's chaplain, to perform the ceremony.  The
Vaticar, however, gives the following explanation:

“ardinal Merry del Val had nothing to do with
the question of the Benediction, which-mebody ever
dreamed of prohikbiting. Certain members of Parlis.
ment requested the Pop: 1o allow the Bishop of Tivita
Vecchia to perform the crremony, but iz Holiness
refused this request, solely because be feared that
the ceremony might allord a pretext for anti-clericil
demonsirations, at which the presence of the Hishop
would have been undesirable.”
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