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of a tax upon imported cars. In view of Colonial
practice under similar circumstances the proposal seem-
ed reasonable, but the principlzs of Free Trade wery,
and are, too sacred to be violated even under such
exceptional conditions, and it is to the eternal credit
of British enginesrs that with no adventitious advan-
tages at home, and with tariffs against them abroad,
they have, by their skill and enterprise, overtaken
and passed their competitors, and have causzd British
cars to be accepted as the standard of excellence
for design and workmanship wherever, all over the
world, motor-cars are in use. And now, while we
sympathise with the French engincers under the al-
tered circumstances, we cannot fail to recognize that,
despite their old prestige and accumulated experience,
they hawve Hoken the second place; their trade, sick
unto death; their great races, abandoned ;  their
“Salon™ closed ; while we find at Olympia this weck
the greatest motor show that the world has ever
SEENL

MWow | wventure to think that the altered relations
of the motor trade in the two countries are mainly
due to their respective fiscal arrangements. The de-
cadence of the French trade is, 1 believe, mainly
due to Protection, for, although | do not know the
duties payable upon the materials of which cars are
made, it is safe to assume that whatever rtion
is imported must pay both “Dousne” and “Octroi,”
while the report of the Board of Trade inguiry
(Cd. 4,512) upon the cost of living in France has

motorists, permits makers 1o develop the trade in
cars of moderate price for men of moderate means,
upon whom the trade must mainly depend for its
support and Success,

NEWS OF THE WORLD.

WASHINGTON ([D.C.), Friday.—The Navy Depart-
ment will shortly propose to Congross the building
of two battleships, each of 20,000 tons, and a fleet
repair ship. LONDON, Friday.--I1t is now officially
reported that the British Admiralty does not imtend
to establish a fleet base at Scapa Flow, Orkney [s-
lands, as previously stated.

LONDOMN, Friday.—This morning's papers report
that the Second Division of the Home Flect, con-
sisting of battleships of the King Edward class (16,500
tons), five armowrcd cruisers, and 24 torpedo-boat
destroyers, will be permanently based on the Drkney
Islands from the beginning of mext year. The First
Division of the Home Fleet, comprising four Dread-
noughts, four other battleships, two Invincible (Dread-
nought) cruigsers, and two further armoured cruisers,
will be stationed at Sheerness instead of Portland,
as heretofore, The Atlantic Fleet will be based on
Dover., The eld Channel Fleet will also probably

be reingtituted. By these measures the number of

The affair is shortly to have a thorough investigation
at the hands of a Coverament commission.

SALOMNIKA, Friday,—The W¥illa Allantini, the re
sidence of ex-Sultan Abdul Hamid, is now completely
surrounded by high walls. The former Sultan is
thus cut off from all communication with the outer

waorld,

WASHINGTON (D.C.), Friday.—An incident which
may have sensational developments has occurred be-
tween the United States and Nicaragoa. According
to reports which reached here last night, two Ame-
rigan citizens who took an uactive part in the re-
volutionary movement against President Zelaya and
were captured in one of the fierce fights last week,
have ~ been condemned to death by the President.
One cable message says the men have already been
shot, The State Department is taking vigorous steps
in this matter, and two United States warships are
leaving this morning with orders to proceed at full
gpred to Nicaragua, the senior commander being
temporarily armed with plenipotentiary powers. In
consequence of the incidznt, the reception by President
Taft of the new Nicaraguan Minister has been in-
definitely postponed.  Travellers arriving  at New
Orleans state that mors than 500 persons, suspected
of sympathising with the revolutionists, were sum-
marily shot, and that President Z:laya has ordered
many other executions to be carried out
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