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AMERICAN IMPERIALISM.

A REPLY TO PROFESSOR WHEELER.

To e Emtor of THE: Daily RECORD,

When reading vour interesting account of the Berlin
Thanksgiving Day celebration in the Record of Nov.
28th, | was streck by certain remarks attributed to
Professor Benjamin lde Wheeler in regard to the
Imperial obligations of the United States. The lzarn-
ed gentleman is reported to have said: “And one
thing it becomes us to remember, if we would abids
by the maxims of Thanksgiving Day. If America is
true to itself the foreign polity that we adopt must
never be Imperialistic, such as 'has characterised Eng-
land. It musi be one in character and spirit with our
imternal  democracy i belping "the fosbler nation o
realise itsell ; epcowraging it to govern itseIf. [ think
our government of the Philippines represents the finest
cxample of democracy in forcign policy. " Now, if
it is possible, | would like through vour columns io
draw Professor Wheeler's attention to a few Ffacts
of which, according tu his remarks gquoted above,
he cannot well be cognisant. | shall not attempt to
discuss the appositencss or otherwis: of his speech,
delivered on such an occasion, or to-ask whether an
attitude strongly tinged with the feeling of thankful-
ness “thal we are not as others are™ is consislent
with the spirit of true Thanksgiving: but I am con-
cerned to enquire of Prof. Wheeler whether he truly
belivves that America’s forcign policy is not Imperi-
alistic. As you, Sir, stated in a recent article, the
first gun fired in the war with Spain severed th.
hawser that shackled the American Ship of State to
the parish pump., That war was unavoidable, but it
had the incvitable ¢fect of launching us on an Imperial
policy. - It is useless to try and distinguish between
colonisation and Imperialism ; the terms are synoym-
ous. Just as soon as a nation acquires over-sea terei-
tories, that nation has created the necleus of Empire
and automatically becomes Imperialistic. Whethor you
are |lmperialistic in a material or an ideal sznse, does
not affect the main fact. With the annexation of the
Philippines America volumtarily assumed her share of
the white man's burden, and is bearing it worthily,
as we believe., But what American who knows the
facts can deliberately affirm that our government of
the Philippines represents “the finest example of de-
mocracy in foreign policy”? Only a complete lack
of acquaintance with the situation in those islands
would justify such an amaring statement.

Let us assume that the American Government enter-
od upon a policy of Imperialism actuated by practic-
ally no selfish motives,—an assumption that few will
deny. Let us remember that this policy was utterly
new to us; that we had absolutely no experience in
colonigl administration or in the management of a
subject race. [ ignore our treatment of the Red
Indians,—a page in gur history which every patriotic
American wiould like to see crased. Considering, there-
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fore, the disability under which we laboured at the
outset, our administration in the Philippines certainly
deserves praise; but do not Lot us talk about “Anest
examples.”  An instructive article on the Philippine
tuestion appeared in your contemporary the Dresdner
Aneeiger last Saturday, in which the passage occurred:
“The conguest of the Spaniards did not bring much
joy to the Americans, but it proved very costly; and
as matters stand today Americans have no grounds al
all for regarding themselves superior to the Spaniards
as colonisers, legislators, or business men.” That
is what intelligeént foreigners think of our “fpest
example.”  As regards democracy in foreign policy,
let us see what cxcossive idealism has done in the
Philippines. The result of the parliamentary vlection
of 1908 was as follows<: 10 Progressives (Govern-
ment), 20 Independents, and 44 Government opponents,
These figures are mor: eloguent than pages of dis-
course. They prove: either that the Filipinos are dis-
comtented with the American administration, or that
they are not suficiently civilis=d to discern the bene-
fits of the white man's rule. In any case, the figures
are georushing indictment of our colomial policy. It
i quite as unfair to impose the burden of self-govern-
ment on an immature race as to oppress them with
an prom hand. I may be good idealism, but it is
wretchedly bad judgment. President Taft—than whom
there is no greater authority on th: guestion—not
long ago said that at least a generation must clapss
before the native Filipino would be competent to gov-
ern himself. Presumably, however, the dreamy idzal-
ists at Washington have prevailed, and their Pyrrhic
victory may well prove disastrous for the Philippines,
If, as appears inevitable, the malcontemts and Anti-
Americans in the Philippine legislature get all the
power imto their own fists, Washington will sooner or
later have to interfere forcibly, and then what a scream
will go wp from our kid-glove and lavender water
idealists | And in face of all this we find a speaker
on a public platform at Washington denouncing as
“hateful” British policy in India, and an American
university professor in Berlin pointing to our gov-
ernment of the Philippines as “the finest example
of democracy in foreign policy™ |

If we talked less about personal freedom and the
rights of man, and busied ourselves with fortifying
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LCavite, constructing a Pacific squadron, and train-
ing the young Filipino in the way he should go,
instead of making him drunk with the new wine of
power, we should have better cause to admire our
colomial policy than at present exists, You cannot
civilise a whale race in one decade, and to pgrant
self-government to the Filipinos at this stage was
as unwise as dosing a young boy with rye whisky.

American Colonist.

NEWS OF THE WORLD.

LONDOUN, Tuesday.—Two new additions to the
fleet of Hritain's leviathans were officially  com-
menced yesterday, The rirst was the battleship Orion,
one of the four improved Dreadnoughts allowed for
under the current year's Mavy Estimatss. The keel-
plate was laid at Portsmouth Dockyard, sind the vessel
5 to be completed for sea within two years. The
displacement is to be 23,000 tons, or 5000 tons
more than the Dreadnought, and a speed of 21 knots
is expected. The other new vessel, the super-In-
vincible cruiser Lion, was on the same day laid down
at Devonport Dockyard. The Lion represents an
entirely new type of warship, and promizzs to dwarf
her predecessors of the Invincible class, She is to
be 100 feet longer than the Indefatigable, herself
a piant craft, and will have a speed of 28 knois,
Strict srcrecy is being mainiained in regard to the
armamment and armour protection, It is officially an-
nounced that the destroyer Swift has attained a
speed of 38 knots, and even touched 39 over a
measured course. This apead s greater than that
of many express trains.

LONDON, Tucsday,—The Finance Bill debate was
resumed yesterday afternoon in the Hoos: of Lords
by Lord Morley, 2 Liberal peer who spok: on be-
half of the Government, The acceptance by the
Howse of Lord Lansdowne's resolution, he asserted,
would pive the Lords complete control over the taxa-
tion system and a prerogative to fordbly dissolve the
Commons whenever they saw fit. According to the
terms of the resolution, a mew parliament would have
to bz elected whenever the House of Commons was
unfortunate cnough to displease their lordships in
the Upper House. The resolution would, moreover,
cause the whole financul inachinery of the pregent
fiscal year to collapse in irretrievable ruin. He (Lord
Morley) did not believe that a rejection of the Budget
would signify that the House of Lords was looking
after the popular intercst. He asked, how could the
Peers claim that an acceptance of the Lansdowne re-
solution would represent a rebuff to Socialism, when
such an acceptance would stigmatise the Peers as the
champions of the rich against the poor and conovict
them of excrcising pressure on the Constifution ¥
Englantl for many generations had been held up as
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