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SHOCKING BALLOON DISASTER.
FOUR GERMAN AERONAUTS KILLED.,

Today we have to chronicle the third serious ac-
cident which has happened to Cerman aeronauts in
a fortnight, and the story told by our telegrams is
even more terrible than the narrative of the ill-fated
Pommern, related in these columns exactly two weeks
ago. This time no fewer than four persons met a
shocking death, none the less awful for being in-
stantanecus. On Saturday afternoon the balloon De-
litzsch ascended from Bitterfeld with four people in
the car, Messrs, Karl Luft (this being his 25th trip),
Leuchsenring, Hocker and Graupner (the two last.

"named being From Leipzig). The siart was made at
6.15 p.m., in magnificent weather, and there was every
prospect of 4 most successful voyage. The sequel is
told in the following despatch from Eschwege:—

A villager of Reichensachsen was awakened at one
o'clock on Sunday morning by a loud detonation, and
thought that something in the vicinity had been struck
by lightning. As he remarked nothing, however, he
again fell asleep., At & am. he arose and went to
the stables, and on the way was horrified to see the
hull of a bhalloon entangled in a cherry-tree, while
the car lay on the ground in fragments. Near the
spot were the bodies of the four aeronauis. An
examination showed that all had met a terrible death,
the agony of which was stamped on their facss. The
limbs were contorted as if by cramp, and cach hand
was tightly clenched. It appears that after leaving
Bitterfeld the balloon passed over Halle, Delitzsch,
Niedereichstidt, Kolleda, and Stammerda. At midnight
it passed Eisenach at an altitude of 440 mstres. At
this time f must have met with a thunderstorm and
have been driven to the west. While over the village
of Reichensachsen the balloon was struck by light-
ning and plunged to earth with great velocity. The
car must have struck the ground with terrific force,
according to its shattered condition, while the bodies
bear fearful injuries. Two were hurled some distance
from the car, and the other twoe were huddled up in-
side it.

A later despaich throws doubt on the lightning
theory and offers an alternative solution to the cause
of the catastrophe. It reads as follows:

ESCHWEGE, Monday.—An examination of {he hull
of the balloon Delitesch made by members of the
Bitterfeld Airship Society gave cortain proof that the
disaster was not caused by lightning. The balloon,
it is asswned, owing to a thunderstorm raging in
the Werra valky on Sunday night, was caught in
a strong air current and pressed downwards, The
orcupants attempted by throwing out ballast to es.
cape from the thunderstorm region, but the power.
ful counter-resistance of the atmospheric current put
such a pressure on the envelope that it exploded.
In support of this theory the absence of the ventilator
cip ig adduced, and if this cap can be found it is
believed that the actual cawse of the occirrence can
he established with exactitude. Instruments in the
car show the balloon to have becn at an altitude of
2,600 metres when the mishap took place. The en
velope is to be again examined today, The corpses
of the four acronauts have been transferred to their
relatives for interment.

AN IMPERIAL POLICY.

Representatives from the British Overseas Do-
_ minione have inangurated a serics of meetings which
are designed to set before British electors the argu-
ments for an Imperial policy as they show to the
Briton abroad. A letter which has besn postd to
all the electors of the various London districts on
behalf of the Imperial delegation will give an idea
of what is aimed at. It reads:

“Will you come to the . . . . (place of meeting)
on . . .. (date of meeting) and heoar the case for
an lmperial policy as explained by citizens of your
Empire from the Overseas Dominions of Canada, Aus-
tralia, and South Africa?

“We do not presume to imterfere in your domestic
politics, but we¢ wish to put before you the facts
as to how an lmperial policy affects your safety
in these islands, vour employment, your wagss, yout
taxation, the price of your food.

"Come whatever your politics.”

The speakers at the first meeting were Mr, Frank
Fox (Australia), Mr. Mulloy (Canada, Mr. P. . Han-
nan (South Africa), and the Hon. Daniel O'Connor,
ex-Postmaster-Oencral Now South Wales.,

To a press representative one of the delegates pave
this explanation of the movement: “Speaking for my
owil country in particular, and | think [ can safely
say speaking for the Overscas Dominions generally,
there s a strong fecling that the times are critical
for the Empire, that the Empire must be consolidated
or it will perish, that we must stand together or
we will hang together. The Imperial policy to be
advocated at our mectings i simple enough. It holds
that you must strengthen this, the home centre of
the Empire, hecanse if it falls all must fall; that
you should encoursge the growth of population in
the Dominions of your Empire by confining voor
custom to them as far as possible for the food and raw

materials that you need for the two reasons: (1)
that that is the only way to make quite sure of your
supply of food and raw materials in fime of war,
and (2) that every citizen of your Empire whom you
are employing under vour flag is a sure friend, and
every foreigner you are employing to grow food
or raw material for you is a potential encmy,

“It is a non-party movement, but we do not hope
or design t0 please all partizs. Simply we will state
the trath as it seems to ws, the viow of Imperial po-
licy that one gets at the outer rim of the Empire ; and
who s offended, who is pleased, is immaterial,

“Yes, it is rather & delicate matier in one senss,
sinoe our speaking may :usily be misropresented as
an unwarrantable intrusion in British domestic po-
litica. But with a little thought the conclusion should
come that if Imperial unity is to be real, then all
the citizens of the Empire should have the right to
speak on Imperial politics in any part of its do-
minions, Persopally, nothing would please m: better
than to see the Uniontst Party, the Liberal Party, and
the Labour Party all agreed on a policy of sound
Imperalism. | suppose then you could invent some
new parly issues to sguabbly about. The srcurity of
the Empire should not be a party issuo.

“We hope to make this Imperial Delegation a real
and a permanent force. At presont four speakers
will take the platform. Two mors arrive from Ca-
nafda within a week, and we ar: enlisting the aid
of citizens of the Empire who com: to Loadon for
the holiday season. We hope to cover every corner
of the United Kingdom, and then to turn attention to
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa.”

THE HISTORY OF THE POSTAGE-STAMP.

“Who invented the postage-stamp?” i3 a question
often asked, savs a writer in Chambers's Fouraad, and
to find its answer we muit go back to the Saventeenth
Century. In 1653 the Comt= d: Nogent and the
Sieur de Villayer obtained from Louis XIV. the pri-
vilege of establishing post-boxes in various quartsrs
of Paris. A printed “instruction” was icsued to the
public, stating that thoir corrcspondenc: would be
tramsmitted If they “put with their letters a picce
of paper which is to bear the words porf payd,
because no money will be accp'ed ; the said piece of
paper is to be attached to the said I=tter, or puot
round the letter, or slippod insidz the letter, or in
any way they may find convenlent; in such wisy,
however, that the clerk may sce it and remove it
easily.” If a specimen of thiz 8ilef de port-payé or
postage-paid note were uncarthed at the pressut day
it would bs worth many times its weight in gold,
bot no copies are known to exist; and this is not
to be wondered at, since cach & fef was removed in
transinission and prosumably destroyed. W do not
even know, continwes the writer, what it was like
in shape, and can only guess that it may have heca
a narrow strip or band of pap:r somewhat iike the
stamped newspaper-wrappirs in us: in our own lime,
It bore a certain inscription and a privaty mark of
De Villayer's, and there is littls doubt that to D= Vil-
layer himself the credit of its invention iz due, De
Mogent's connection with the post boing merely a
nominal one. Indeed we lzarn from Saint-Simon that
De Villayer was “a fellow full of singular inventions,
andl had plenty of cleverness,” and was also the in-
ventor of “those flying chairs ‘that move by means
of counter-weights up and down betwoen two walls
to the floor ired”—in othor words of what we
now call lifts, But nowadays postag:-stamps mcan
to most people the little gummed labels affived to
our letters; and so, if the question with which this
article begins s asked the inquirer most likely jn-
tends to say: “Who invented the adhssive posta

~stamp ?' In February, 1837, Rowland Hill propaosed

the wse of “a bit of paper just large cmough o
bear the stamp, and covered at the back with a glutin-
ous wash, which the bringer might, by the appli-
cation of a little moisture, attach to thebazk of the
letter.” No evidznge that will bear the slightest
scrutiny has been produced to support the various
prior claims (o the invention of the adhesive pastage-
stamp ; and even should such a cla’'m ev.r be cstablish-
ed it could not, adds the writer in Chambers's £ wraal,
in the slightest degree lessen Rowland Hill's rzpa-
tation, for it was only the adoption of his great
plan of a uniform rate of postage, coupled with pro-
payment, that rendered th: general use of stamps,
impressed or adhesive, prac’icable for postal purpuses,
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Villa: Ei
Pension Cronheim, J: Bk
of Minchner Strasie. Modern ﬂ:ﬂlh Clarden. Excellen! cuigine,
Best references  Moderate ferms, OGerman conversailon

Ludwig Hengehold

See Strasse 21, first floor, corner Ring Str.

Fine Tailoring

American cutter American workmen

School for Qirls

Classes in English, frithmetic, Mathematics, German,
French, and Latin, -

A amall number of resident pupils taken, German and
French resident governesses.

Private instruction if desired.
*Miss Virgin, Schnorr Str. 80 (Villa).

PENSION JAHN, Niirnberger Str. 44, 1.

Most beamtlivl location im the city.
Comlortable home. Excellent cooking. nfndmu prices,

Cigars, Deisting, Prager Str.42.
Tuition for Boys

Preparaiion for

English and American Schools and Univarsities,
Special attention given to German by a German masler

Boarders raceived. .
J. H. Hallam, H. Virgin
M.A, ODxford.

M.A. Camb.
Gutzkow Strasse |9, Dresden.

m-l-le ml e besten Mreise

fiir gete. Kleider
zahll K. Borten, am Sec 50, 11,
P Komme auswirts, 0N

LATEST AMERICAN MAIL NEWS.

To THE LINITED STATES.

Apdil 23 ~—~Philadelphia, from Scothamplon, mails dee in New
York April 30. Mark letlers “Vin England,” and post on
Tharsday, Aprl 21.

Aprl 2. —Carmania, from Cicenstown, malls doe in New York
May 2. Mask letters * Via Chiin—Queenstown per Canand Line,”
and poal on Thureday, April 21,

Srepoise NoTCE.

Letters for the above steamers should be posted, in any boxes
in Berlin or Dvesden, not laier fhan 1 o'cock p.m. on the fays
glwen,

Leviers bearing o 10-pleonig stamp per welght of 20 grammes
ﬂmunh&! valld [or h'uuﬂm by A Cermnm nmb;r salling EﬁMI

a Oerman porl ¥ will nol be send an ar
French steamer, cret
T CANALA,

Same as to the United Stetes, bui

no 10-piennlg ratel

It may be mentioned that an “ Empress™ steamer of the C PR,
or 8 steamer of the Allen Line leaves Liverpoal for Quebee and
Moatreal direct every Friday. Letbers latended for Canada by
fthis direct route should be in Berlln and Dresden nof
later than 1 o'clock p,m. on Wednesdays, &nd be marked * via
o H marked ol all. The “Empress" steamers delfver the
In Quebee and Moentfeal on the following Friday, the
“Allan " steamers on Saturday.

MexT AMERICAM MALS DUE v BERUN anp DREsDeEN
Tﬂd;}': (Twisday), by fhe 5 5 Adriatic, Ieft New York

April G ;

Aiﬁm (Wednesday), -by: the 5.5 Mauretania leit New York

hﬂq I"r:lda_'r, Apeil 22, by the 5.5, La Provence, lell New York
puil 14,

BRITISH AND AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES
IN DRESDEN.

THE BRITISH LEGATION: Wiener Sirasse 70, British Minkster
Resldent, ARTHUR C. Orant-Duer, Esg

THE BRITISH CONSULATE: Altmarki 16— Beltish Consal:

H. PALMIE, Esq,

THE AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL: Ammon Strasse 2, |
Amerfean ‘Congul-Cieneml: T. 57, Jous Oarrsey, Fag.

Postal Orders.

H2. We. Basseng
Dresden, Prager Strasse 12.
— JPayments on all Letters of Credit.

Exchange of Circular-Notes.
Cheques and foreign money on most favourable rates.

English and American newspapers.
Offlce hours 8—I1, 3—6, 8aturdays 8—3.

e & Co., Bank.

Propriciors, Printers, and Publishers: Kecoep Vemiao, O.m.eH in DRESDEN.— Respopsible Editor: WILLEE BAuMrELDRR,

hitp:/digital slub-dresden.de/id416971482-19100419/4
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