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THE MYSTERY OF THE COMET.

Astronomy seems to be composad fo a large ex-
tent of theorkes, especially when it comes o the
study of comets. The recent bewildering behavior
of the tail of Hally's comet illustrates this. One more
theory, therefor:, may not be amiss. The astronomers
told us wecks and months in advance that on a

backward in a great curve in order to get by the
earth. The earth would not pass through the tail,
becanse the pressure of its light would not permit
the tail to approach it to the point of contact. The
tail would have to0 “go round” the earth, its entire |
length passing between the carth and the sun- Ob-
viously, it would take some time for its fifteen or
twenty millions of miles o trail past through this
relatively narrow passage and it would not be sur-
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NEWS OF THE WORLD.

LONDON, Wednesday.—The subject of the Ro-
manes lecture delivered at Oxford University vester.
day by Mr. Theodore Roosevelt was: “Biological
Analogies in History."” The lecturer commenced with
a brief sketch of the developments and alterations
which had taken place in the animal world o the
course of the last thousand years, comparing these

— certain day the carth would pass through the tail | prising that a portion of it had not got by when : 2 . .
EIL of Halley's comet, and on the day after the date | observers saw it in the eastern sky this morning Wi th".: mantol changes in the human race, !“
t : : explorations over the face of the earth, and its
set for the passage we are greeted with the a3- | instead of in the west as they had expected. s y :
L : - most striking achievements. Present-day nations, he
Courl tonishing statement that the scheduled passage did continued, were simply artificial combinati of ab-
H. not bake l'.""‘;; We ﬁr“h:”'.;' L A A Ao solutely different racial types, but the motive for
wiuck the sun of the ocomet's TR i national unity exerted a far more powerful nfluence
COTRes ted time, but that the tail unaccountably lagged be- than racial feelings and prejudi The Northern
liglne, hind. ) ZEPPELI.N EUMETH_’NHT! French., for cxample, Were more nearly related h}'
o, Yet there is an explanation that sccms rexsomable. SRR o : ’ ot ;
Obscrvation shows that the tail of the com=t is al- | d Nk et the wesdi speaki a“dmﬂllm:ﬂcﬁgtﬁl;ﬂhg:?ﬁﬂmegf m
] ways directed away from the sun. This must be Scine days ago, when mentioning the pending Dres- | speaking v }
. ] modified, however, by saying that the tail is some- den visit of Count Zeppelin in his airship, we ven- diterrancan coast, ani these, agam, stood in nearer
s ::ul i hl.:r:t Jlnul. itqgentlhem'l Why should | tired to state that we should expect the airship | relationship to the Cxtalonians than to their French
rman, et g =it g —when we saw it  Unfortunately, our doubts have | compatriots on the shores of the English Channel
L . iware ot aurey roon i wiop Toae I1-founded ; ; iction, | or the banks of the Rhine. But in decisive char-
i high speed on an orbit arowd the sun, one | Proved well-founded ; and we mention our prediction, il : I A L DeraiT
g AL Igh e . i e not at all in the spirit of 1 told you so,” but mere- | acteristics all these divergent types of French had
n and would suppose that the tail would follow in the P ¥ '

la).

train of the comct, trailing bchind along the comet's
orbital path, instead of flaring owt into spuce away
from the sun and at right angles with its orhit,
Ohservation, howewver, shows that such is not the
case, and the phenomenon has to be accounted for.

ly as another evidence that as matters stand today
airships cannot be depended upon. We are inform-
ed by the Royal Meterological Station at Dresden
of the receipt of the following message from the
Zeppelin Airship Company at Friedrichshafen: “Ow-

merged inte ofe, and were easily to be distinguished
from other races. An analogy was to be found with
the Cermans at the sources of the Danube and
Rhine, who were absolutely different physically from
the Germans of the Baltic coast. In Great Britain the

—= ' ' LA ' . | ing to necessary alterations of the airship, the Vienna- | inhabitants of Kent, Cornwall, and Yorkshire widely
E:[E i:mh;fixginiﬂmhﬁﬂlu;;t;ml E;fjﬂﬁmtga: ,;;: I;l:resdveu trip must be postponed for the time being."” differed. In national ideals, _however, they were as
sitive that it Is influcnced by the pressare of the Supplementary to this laconic despatch, it is stated | ofe; but as soon as this uni‘ication ceased to exist,
sun’s light. ] :hart] altlm;ﬁ}r& ::I:: trial t;:ra nid;t;-e e il'!‘til‘li'i:tt\:'.‘]';.‘ i;'ldlm“lr:'l:ﬁ I]F-lﬂm“::rﬁrhe?ﬂt Pmiglm?il‘:st:::uﬂr? :;4:

, et bt . 3 ine | Tairly sabisfatory, certain ects, neosssitating nalism w; . spread o
th:i:,};:ﬂ;;‘;:mt?ﬁ?”i i:lili-hfir;::__":;:: ﬁdm:[_fﬂ EE;F; chang‘&_ﬁ, developed. It therefore appears that Count | another Im‘aruahh_: menags to national strength, After
tail a trailing film of smoke “blown,” streamer- El:p_-pe[!p would rather postpone the Dresden visit comparing the histories of Rome and fD"“‘t Britain,

Ho like, dircctly away from the sun's disk. The pres- until his vessel s absolotely reliable, than risk a | Mr. Hoosevelt said that the worst encmies of a nation

. Haly aur:: of- scidintt- Foroes - 1F dubward  riae HE break-down en route. Further enquiries elicited no | were to be f:.m_nl:i in J]}dwld-ual passms_and foolisl-
Why, then, should the tail cver be curved, or bents | nformation beyond & rumour that the motor wae | ness: while the most important factor in the great-
Why should it not always be turned straight away | Proving defective and had ceased to run several times | ness of a nation was national character. The spirit
from the sun? It showld be, of course, unless sub- | 20 th:‘]ut trial voyage. Only after grave mnsgd;_'rla- mm which each natiom pn:rfm_*med its appointed hgt_s.
jecked to other influences ﬁwt might cause a de- tion did the Count decide upon postponement, in | Must be a spirit of humamt_y and fraternity, albeit

nunlon viation in its relative position to the sun, But may | V€W of the fact that elaborate preparations had | free from weakness. The idle, the dissolute, and

ernoon there not be such influences? Suppose such an in- | 2lready been made for the airship's arrival at Kor- | the weak could not expect to share in the reward
flueice was a pressure of light from some source | Muburg, Vienna, Breslaw; and Dresden. It was im- | of their betters, The doctrine of Socialism was de-
wrddially other than the sun. Suppose, for example, the comet PI'M{HF, added the F'riE'l:!rlJ-l:II:shaf-:n peaple, to fix structive to the family idea, since it contested the
passed near cnough to the planet Venus for its sen- | @ dcfinite date for the Vienna-Dresden trip. right of property. Contact with foreign nations of
sitive tail to feel the pressure of her light. Sub- Needless to say, great disappoimtment prevails in | the most divergent types and with universal culture
jected to this pressure, working in opposition to Dresden over this characteristic development. Char- | carried difficult problems in its train. There were,
the Dieenre’ frvo the :mra light, would not the acteristic in Dresden’s case _at least, because prob- | however, some fundament_:ll principles which al!.m_lp:s.

. comet’s tail be bent backward a little 7. ﬂb"_}' no important 'U'EFI'JII-'IH _tlt,!r' has had its hopes of | had _-’ll'ld always H':'Jﬂll:l maintain. There was no justi-

o'clock, This, perhaps, will explain why the tails of comets | 3¢¢ing a real “live” airship dashed so frequently, | fication for exerting supremacy over another nation

B are sometimes curved and sometimes not. And if | Only the other day we had fo announce that the PPar- | unless this sugremacy was to the advantage of the

|{meeEmmm ||

it does explain it, the present phenomenon bk also
explained. The half of the earth’s spherc turned
toward the sun shines under reflected sunlight with
a radiance many times more brillisnt than that of
the full moon. If there is any pressurc to moonlight,
the pressure of “earth light” must be very much
greater,  While it could not equal in power the
presture of sunlight, it might exercise power enough
to influence something 0 sensitive to light pres-
sure as a comet's tail. Especially might this be troe
m a case like Yhe present one, when the comet is
some 80,000,000 miles from the sun and only a little
more than 14,000,000 miles from the earth.

Suppose the foregoing theory to be true, what
would occur? Precisely what appears fo have oc-
curred. As the comet came nearer to a point directly
between the carth and the sun its outward stream-
ing tail would be brought more and more under the
pressure of light fromr the earth. This pressure
might be so strong that the comet’s fail could

"ot remain straight under it, but would have to bead |

seval dirigible could not come at the appointed time,
the revised date being June 17. As a Dresden paper
remarked  yestrday, whichever airship  arrives
first, be it Parseval or Zeppelin, it is cortain of
receiving a frantic ovation. Personally, in the meen-
time, we should like to see an aviation meeting ar-
ranged in the city, as of latc the aerial honours have
all fallen wpon - the heavier-than-air machine,
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subject nation. Everybody should be treated accord-
ing to his merit, and should be accorded no special
preference on the ground that he belonged to a
certain race, On the other hand, nome should for-
feit his claim to honour and reward on account of
“racial disability.” The same principle of equality
should hold good between State and State. The na-
tions wohich had advanced farthest should always
hold themselves in readiness to prevent the defeat

by barbarism or despotism of other peoples which
were alse labouring for progress.

LONDON, Wednesday.—British trade statistics for
the month of May, just published, show an increase
of £10,414,631 in imports and of £4 081,565 in ex-
ports, over the corresponding period of 1000,

- WASHINGTON, Wednesday,—In conference with
President Taft the presidents of the Penmsylvania,
the MNew York Central, and the Southern Railroads
alsor agreed to the conditions proposed to and ac-
cepted by the Western Trunk lines yesterday.
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