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I'he excellence of this play 1s attested by Dioscorides in an epigran
n the tomb of Sophocles (Anth. Pal. VII. 37.): &iTs gor A1 TF}WjPrll ELILELD
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sustained to the end. For the plot of the play Sophocles
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ndebted 1in part to Homer, who makes Penelope laments for Ulysses, whom she
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. be so; while the graphie description of the chariot race1 1d £

n t s of sucl nder lamentation, that Orestes can refrain no longe:
but, impelled by the resistless impulse of nature, discovers himself to
15 sistel Nothing can be more finely imagined or more skilfully ex-
ted tha th [} pt transition from the -:-]e-':i- 'l_-l=t'l'_‘1 and el1-::-'L§:'
o the transports of affection and trinmph. The exuberant joy of Electra,
ich eannot be restrained, but breaks forth even amidst the most 1 POl
nt consnltations, 1s infimitely more pleasing and natural than the cool
mposure with which she receives her returning brother, in the dramas
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as she believes, the duast of her brother. is placed in the hands of Electra,
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we can well overleap time and space, and see before us the great actor,
who broucht the relies of his own son npon the stage, and shed no mimie
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soon as done, and even the Dioseuri, who appear as ‘dii ex mackina,
censure it as the nnwise act of the wise god Apollo.” (Miiller, Liter. of
Ane. Greece, p. 375. But in Sophocles the deed is executed, as at th
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The 1dea ot killing the adulterer and murderer on the scene of his erime
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otherwise might dppear « ﬁi'l![']{‘ act ot savare revenre,
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mt all Greece, a seientific actor of the noblest tragedies.” “ Gellius re-
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brother's remains, he brought on the stage the urn and the relics of his
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