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THE ETHICS AND ETIQUETTE OF SCIENTIFIC
DISCUSSION.

w}: remember |
arnd

weing amusged some time ago by the order
classification into which a _-_rlunl|-:|u:1!-.—]:|]|n:-'u-]‘.' )
lflﬂa]_:,,_.]- of more than one learned -.-'-u-_'i--lll.' }i..l".':il'.-ll_','--l| the
fﬁ":“l“lfi‘-i':ﬁ of temper which universally, as he ::[:IT.::'I].

bodies.

Aracterised the members of different secientifie
o t,h'*'”"_‘.' assumed on the one hand, that the favourite pur-
"6 influenced the temper of the man, or, on the other, that
“mmental conformation which gave a bias in favour of any
Iﬁ}'rl:t:'-ll-:l.l' F-I.'ir'llil'-"‘: WS I_fr-;u:rall].',: :u-'r-umpnlﬁn-cll by its given
wﬂ;ilaurru'}' o temper, and that success in LI'|4_-L:4_L-|--:-.|_-|-
r-:iifl!-!.'!ll'u!]l'l.' :ll'lll'll:lll-'lllll'l.i }11. HTL :-;1!_'__:||'||l\.'.'|::'|[|||r| n] 18 [C-
umu[;'tlil_':i:ljl'_f _]_ll*rillll.l_ll'llc.].' of lrl}]_prl', Without |n|.'|-1'.';|u;_'
, ‘18 whimesical theory, which was accompanied by
f'l'll:]l_,ﬁ- lustrations 155!i|.:|| geemed to -.;'Ln: “. some show of
t s We took exception to one case in which we thought
Beuredly broke 'lllr\'n'tl. The pursuit of one science was
ang 'u to be _:u:m.-m;mn_i-.--t] _|'|}-' a waspish :l-.'--[I]IiL}' of temper,
of e attainment of eminence accompanied by a degree
arrelsomeness and dogmatism utterly intolerable, To
E::“'re' 'f.ﬂl;_r]: entire l.-.‘-:E'Ii'}rtiLr]'.. feeling assured that shallow-
iy And ignorance of t!'ul'.h alone could produce dogma-
| SF quarrelsomeness on its behalf,
]“E.'Etﬂ.:”:qht 1H: an itH--'r-:HHur__"‘ ﬁ!!tll:_f. however, I-;': the p:-::-.-'n.'l_]r--
TI:ME_, ’H's.l-n:anl-;:: to ulm! calses is -hl'm the fact -—-]l_:ljl]'lltl;'.
de ELI.Er-I”. st1ll sufhicientl ¥ =:i.'I:II:I|.:IH.F to all ]]anIE.L.-jLI':"l L1k !-it_'l1'll'.l1 1t
E—that an amount of scrimony and bitterness 18 at times

h d into discussions, ]Il‘-'ll]‘-'llltl,'i_f no personal considera-
'8 which is utterly astounding and inexplicable. We
“n'-:'lll. E".'z'lmh]u.-: :z_uu:-n-;:d. MALY CAUSes, there are _1 wa l-In'Ll_-1_
!“Pr:ﬂ“:r‘:l“”‘g in _conjunction with !u.'11|1|'|_1l infirmity of
I E'Im-l-] 1_|]-.' |IT5[I. which |II_'-..II|III'|'H'I|J-:' I.”.l.h!rll. h“.“l ol ﬂr'-'l'h.ﬂ‘-'.
. PL¥ inconsideraleness, a sheer oblivion of the ]1:-.-'~.~.]|-|-"

“.:DP'-"I' L

] o ' : A
he fuction entting words may bear, or the possible pain
gL-_,.} ey inflict on others of sensitive temperament. Th

-'u[“ 4 . "

e cange, which leads to the grosser breaches of good
Iy 1 r
.J'E'.[H'I-_.l‘ ] P

LITHEY 18 simply ignorance combined with a naturally
lﬂl'i'*lﬁl.l'; j"”'“lil'i.'l'. We believe it is u-..-||!litl;_'; more. We are
B to believe in the existence of unprovoked malice,

Y.id :
thiny 4nd all uncharitableness.
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ks lgnorance is sufficient, we
Rt H':."."Ju:l'-1- 1-I.II' 1”.':1';:':[ .IIII!.ll.i:h. ]H'iLi'."j 1 |:'|l|_l ||i:|]_l|_';i,.!'|'j.|||;_'|_' |r|.¢]1|_'!'il"

gnorance of the laws of COurtesy and kindness:
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o 108 of when they are violated, We are inclined to
With Pope, that—
“CWant of deecency is want of ponge."
x ay be the causes, however, from which acerbities
Possih] 18 & mogt important thing to eliminate them as far
fory, ;. ¢ from scientific discussion. Fven in their mildest
Ll : 1 i ;
.11u| Y must have a most vepressive influence on the
| rlll

I.I!m: i dabate,

thors That discussion should be entirely
tl.l_l'l e 1

e i o F]“'""'- kTl }“ no need to :I.ﬂ.-ll.lll 0or --||t"|-|-.'[_-; bt
hag I'_l'“' immense difference between liberty and licence.
My h.-.“..ll-; should be pointed ouf, and 1:|i:~'|-':|l|||:|;_’_:-"|;:I-‘.'.'-
]ull;_; .'L--r-.l.”fkutlnll' Lo Citn §T%) 1o doubt : but that 1"”"r.li'=l".'.'
5 , L :‘-.|-|||j||| b "|'!I5'i"'l".""] 15 i-|l.'l'|_'.' ’I!.Ill'l""":il."l'-._ a |||..

e d 1 T
1.|.|||'|||| 1 i 5 . | [ C 1 i n
g g oh) 2y WG 1t oo |“.--||'.--!--|_'. nappens, thnt as 4rgn
1|:|_|_| - '-".‘I:II"'.\" i .||:I

Wi ;l'_'||,‘----||||__l.'., |:u'l-l|!2":-i SLTOne, :;I_-:I_ Wil
.Ii Mitiog |

annnot be destroved, the pérson 15 aasalled,

y ARt this ¢ :
1|!]'EIJII|.--]_ I:] 5 I o1 _'||:|.'_-:-' o be deprecated ----"-"-"J_ b
'-"l.'.'||_'-llll_ &t EI:II-EI (1 ;..|_|||.--_||_-' |'_!..|I| ':I|'| X |”'i|'||'."
'l""“f':]n W el ™ iental non gequilor or doubtiul statement,
i i i i :
Uk, “Te important interests are at stale, is a4 most
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i gilent others who, but for the indisposition to rlllh_jl!::ri'. 1.]:llﬂlu—
gelves to guch treatment. !||[,;'J|If. T e Eju]m]'hllji contributions
to the common stock of ii.]u.i‘.'-'h_'-li_"'l_-_ A case in i?-!JiI'JT- occurred
only the other day at a photographic meeting. A gentle-
man whisperad to his neighbour an important fact bearing

| on the HL'JI_]-:'r t of digcussion.

| “Why do you not get up and eay go to the meeting?"
Wik |]i,|' |'|"||II"\-'.

“ Oh, because 1 should E:-ru:‘J{thl_r have so and so down
upon me immediately,” was the J'L-_']-.:'L!|-3-.::'. _

Where this tendency arises from inconsiderateness, com-
| bined with, perhaps, an over anxiety at all times for literal
exactness and accuracy, we are gure that a VETY brief hint
will suffice to correct it, and suggest the importance of
gome regard for the ]-1-|':-'.|||::li |.I'l'.|i1I'T-:|=- of opponents, as 1-'-'4I_'1! as
for the elucidation of truth. Where it proceeds from igno-
rance, it rests with l"hl-ill:;l‘ui:'tl-lL.' Societies and lpilulu;_fl'lllllllii
| Journals to teach and enforce courtesy, by suppressing rude
ness and personality in the meetings of the one, and exclu-
ding it from the pages of the other,

We cannot enter into any enlarged consideration of all the
bearings of such a subject here; but we have been led
into these brief 1'|_-j||c.|1]i::]-}' the fact, that we have 1':!1.‘1!!1[-]}'
been compelled to omit from our pages letters containing
important remarks on interesting subjects, simply because
those remarks were expressed, in and accompanied by, an
apparent spirit of personality and captiousness, to which,
for the sake of free discussion, we are compelled to object.
We have gaud an apparent ﬁi]il'ji of |;-L'1'.-1'-:=-rm|'ttj_ and cap-
1i.n|,]5—'|,|-|'1-'='1| becaunee we beliove, 1n gome imstances, the [Jll]'!].l:'-lj-
"]“.’-r."' hiag |e5||;.}.|.-.; ]nj'.:r-r-r-._lr'_l-:] from the inconsiderateness to
which we have referred, and not from any wish to offend.
Unfortunately, where the motive 18 not apparent, the pain
inflicted is not the less real,

Another motive which has induced us to make a few
observations on this subject has arisen from the papers.of Mr.
Ciramb, of Ii!_:'r,-:_-_,{-:'n'a.'. on the silver meter COBLMOYVeTsY. Our
readers have been made familiar with all the facts necessary for
their guidance in this mutter, and many of them have proved,
E:ul':l-'tl-.':l“j.', the value of the ||}'1||:'||It|t.'l='i' lor 1ta PUrpose, Ml‘.
Cramb has, in another angry article in & contemporary, re-
turned to the question; but as a great part of his article
congiets of misstutements and abuse of ourselves, it were &
h..:.“.T OER r:]ﬁii. 1|_||_'|'||1_J|]_;-.'_;"|,'|:|1_ tiy 1|I.||:'_='1I:'-]1.'|::-i_ :_I..:ll.l.j_ tl!]lJ]'l'r]il-:h]JiL‘- €3]
our readers. to follow him. Ewven had we been lliF]"JH“d Lo
do so, we are somewhnt disarmed at the outset ]'.-1" a state-
ment that he is unable to find in his paper any just cause
for the charges of rudeness which have been hrm‘ff"r:i”' against
him, Now, when o man can call the experiments per-
Formed before a sclentific society to their entire satisfaction
i sommulete befooling,” and not know that he has been rude,
| there 18 but little to be gaid l"-’_"-"'i"! Bl L'-‘w'}-l.'l::-.“il.;h of com-
miseration of the crass obtuseness which must exist. 1t is
bad to be rude ; but it 18 5"-|'-I1[=-|_'-. unfortunate to be go and
not know it. i'l'l.llq.:.'ll'-, even stall, Mr. Craomb may be 1un-
n‘i]lin:_; to take our 1.'..-."-] for 1t r_]1_-;1 ||.,- hiae been ]'I'-Ll-'.'. Hl'lll]
we must, therefore, refer him for confirmation to the cour-
teous and eensible article of the editor of the journal in
which his papers have :.|-[r--u'.'|-l- As Mr. "l';il'.!h ]'.-aj:'i_ I'id-
terred to hig national motto, npparently 48 & plea i mitiga-
tion of punishment, we may

lin from his national provel o

._'.:m]u--:u-.l to his attention some
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