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of paper are pasted to the face of the picture, and when
these are dry, the canvas is rubbed away, leaving the paint-
ing attached to the paper. A new canvas 18 then applied
to the back, after whii_-E the paper is removed by mosture,
and the p]c:-tun:*. rists a;ﬁl-'[:,' on a new canvas, In l'ﬂgard to
the safety of the transfer, much, of course, will depend on
the judicions choice of a transferring medinm and on skil-
ful manipulation, Here, also, time will determine much
more satisfactorily than conjecture.

The method of carbon printing on canvas, described by
M. Despaquis (see our last Volume, p. 328), should not be
lost sight of. Employing gelatine and bichromate as the
gensitive agents, he first prepares fine linen or calico with
gome varnish, Burgundy pitch dissolved in alcohol being
recommended. This gives body to the canvas, and fills up
the interstices, at the same time rendering it somewhat
transparent. After coating with the sensitive carbon com-
pound, it is exposed, with the uncoated side in contact with
the negative, so that when the unaltered material is after-
wards removed, an image, with due gradation of half-tone,
iﬂ IJIT_'II_]_L'I.EJ_,."‘I'_]_ 0Tl 'L]:lH Canvas, Til:(} il]ll.[_}'llll.tu “f gl’ﬂin 'I‘F"hi{.:h
would be produced by the light passing through the linen
would not be injurious. Possibly an adaptation of the
same idea, nsing the prepared linen and exposing from the
back with the printing-ink process, might be found to answer
without transfer. We commend the matter to the attention
of Mr. Lucas, if he be experimenting in this direction.
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Tritical Potices,

A DICTIONARY OF PHOTOGRAPHY, edited by
Taomas Svrrox, B.A., and Groree Dawsow, M.A,
(London : Bampson Low, Son, and Marston.)

Tris i2 a second edition, somewhat reduced in size, of a work
published about nine years ago. The convenience of the
dictionary form for a work of scientific referemce 18 wvery
obvious, as affording ready facilities for consultation by
renders, and permitting to the writer a brief condensed style
of treatment to each snbject, not admissible in a work in
which continuous interest must be maintained in the differ-
ent parts of the subject. The difficulties attending such a
work chiefly rest in the danger of losing completeness in
aiming at condensation, and in the introduction of irrele-
vant matter in aiming at comprehensiveness,

[n the book before us the optical portion is relatively the
largest part of the worl, nm{ 18, where the statements of
facts are not tinctured by the strong prejudices of the writer,
very well done, affording much useful information. Much
of the miscellaneous photographic matter is also clearly and
tersely written,

We cannot say, however, that the book is free from grave
fanlts, not only in the introduction or retention of obaoleta

o irrelevant matter, but also in erroncous and nﬁ:slt‘.nrl[ug
information. The first sentence upon which our eye acei-
dentally rested, on casually opening the volume, i3 an ex-
ample of error:—

ALABASTRINE PostTives.—This is a term applied to collodion
posilives, in which the film, after being coloured with dry pig-

ments, is rendered permeable to varnish, and thus shows the eolour |

in the collodion itself, There have been many methods deseribed
by wh_'lf.-ll this ean be effacted, and some of the results are VOry
beautiful, but the process ia now little practised, chiefly, perhaps,
hecause it entails a deal of trouble, ;
Now, there is not one word in this definition which really
describes an alabastrine positive, nor has colouring any
Necessary connection with the matter. An alabastrine posi-
tive is a collodion pﬂnitive which has been treated with a
golution which bleaches the lights to a very pure white,
resembling alabaster in colour and texture. Buch positives
were frequently, but not necessarily, coloured in the manner
deseribed : but the name was due solcly to the purity of the
whites, and was applied, whether the pictures were coloured

or not. Insufficiency of definition also occurs, To give 88

the description of a carfe-de-visife, * an absurd name given

to a small portrait,” is not to define it. The question 0

opinion as to the absurdity of the name we need not dis-

cuss ; but to define the thing, the kind of * small portratt
should have been described. The retention of an obsolete

paragraph like the following is evidently an oversight i—
HuNGARIAN Sorurion.—This liquid is sometimes unsed in the

Daguerreotype process for execiting the plate at one operalion.

[ts composition has not been published, but it is supposed 10 be &

dilute aleoholic solution of iodine, bromine, and chlorine in certail

proportions, Ils use is now nearly superseded by that of bromide
of lime,

Seeing that the use of Daguerreotypes has been genetally

superseded for the last ten years at least, and that it is very

long since a single photographer practised the l.}ﬂguﬂrt‘ccrtfgﬂ
process in England or elsewhere, it is quite certain that the

Hungarian liquid 18 more than “ nem—i}' superseded.” The

angmph of course belongs to the old edition, its remov

waving been neglected. The retention of unnecessary matier
is the more to be regretted since it renders 'necessary the
omission of valuable matter on points to which phott
graphers will naturally here refer for information. Iof
instance, we refer to * Sulpho-cyanides,” which, as propose

new fixing agents, have excited much interest during the
last two or thres years. We find the subject treated in jus
seven lines, which mention that they have been propo

for fixing, but that their ﬁuperi-l_‘hl'ity over h}'pﬂﬁull;ﬂuta 0

soda is “ very doubtful.” Under * Potassium,” we fin

about the same amount of information to the same effect

Under * Ammonium,” about the same space is devoted to the

subject, but the sulphocyanide is described as safer thad

hypo, but more expensive. In no case 18 there any inform&
tion as to the difference in their mode of action and that ©
hypo; nor in what their alleged superiority, on the one
hand, or the reason for doubting it, on the other, ponsists:

We should not complain of the absence of information ¢

this kind in a work necessarily limited and concise, were 1

not that much space is taken up with subjects really unco™

nected with the art. A knowledge of tjm composition of
sealing-wax is doubtless interesting ; but it was not neoss
sary to devote half a page of a dictionary of pht:rtngr-!rl;‘hf
to the subject, when more important matter was left ont.
We have no wish to multiply examples of this kind, B9
to dwell on minor errors—such as the attributing the r-uH“E
F'ﬂf.'n;'sa, introduced by the Abbé Despratz, to the Abb
ugo—of which there are several, We refer to the presenc®
of these defects chiefly to point out the importance ©
vigorous revision, should a new edition be called for.

it stands, it will be a useful work of reference on mﬁ-ﬂ.#

points of the art which will be convenient to the stude?

in photography.

AN INTRODUCTION TO CHEMICAL Pl-IILﬂfiDPHE’
according to Modern Theories, By Dr. Aporri® r'
Worrz, F.R.5. Translated, by Permission of the Authon

by W. Crooxes I"R.S. (London: J. H. Dutton, e

Office Court).

; : : : of

Tur science of chemistry, as 18 well known to ﬁ-’[”“ﬂ'ﬂr,

our readers, has of late years been undergoing an I{nibilfﬁ
' Jatu®

tant transformation, not only in notation and nomenc
but also in the recognition of higher |:11i|~}ﬂi'11]1'ﬂ“l,1]? 4
ples. The aim of this valuable little volume is to 101 it
the student into the chemical science as rlevelurﬂd_ by
latest authorities. Of the completeness and ort e'rllﬂ]f
the work, and the lucidity and excellence of the Bty E;thf
will Pﬂrmit Mr. Crookes to speak, who has thmlglﬂ- ‘f antl":"
of introduction to English readers, We quote hi% ;
ductory remarks :— o

Al & time when the philosophy of chemistry is t""{:um]ﬂgnf 18
and more clearly apprehended, we need to be r{'mlﬂ‘-fﬂ_ Ji=
historical development. The more scute and jrrnr‘numl our € 'ng:-llld
nation snd interpretation of phenomens, the more earcill h lll""
be our scrutiny of the suceessive views regarding them ¥ "
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