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“*DEVELOPMENT BY LIGHT.”

?:EET Gf oitr readers will be somewhat ‘jm.‘*.'r".l:*fl IJ.':F the head-
ﬁhﬁuxll'ltuhﬂlﬁ 4"1,1':||_'|n“|.’-:_", e I.}-:;v-_:h,nllln:utut 1};,‘ Light ” scems an
well . : Y- l_r}r;‘tuy__;- by l.jg'llt photographers understand very
i [15 ntensifying by light some of ‘['I!r'.:u probably remem-
o B nggested by M. Blangquart Evrard; bub as for any
”'git:lffr light upon a plate having a latent image, except
oS it all over, the notion seems absurd enough. The
n:;'i‘:irlﬁ. however, gravely used by an experienced photo-
iﬂhfrcldj“. "-‘-‘Il-]_l w]iﬂ.“"l.!"ril!”:‘l].l]u 1||'_:L.|:-f.w:L.l sugrestions, .I].uh"
; n-f‘.l.ﬂm 'r.s.mc; 1I:-l;r Lf-lll‘r:‘. :u:u?lﬁ;rul our readers are mimll;t.r‘ !
'l'lﬂt:-ru to I'rT._r, F. B. {_1;;1;;-;". of Vermont, 'n.'h_r.:lp:lt-_'u{:-: in this |
u ¥ and in America a method to which he relers as
HEE:.:;IHI lﬂ.ri‘.vr;h:]nn-.-nt by light in the camera”™ We |
Ffﬁduu{ 113_1111!; the phrase is quite fitly used, as the effect
Pu'ﬁiti{. “ 18 ﬁu.’lnru!}' of a r.lf:vu_-lu;lmg character;: but the pro-
L

Eﬁlg Oates 1t

ap"*l';ﬂiltlm-ul in itself, it is very decidedly so in its mode of
10T,
Gage proposes to submit a plate which has been
\Y ©xXposed, and is impressed with a latent image, to a
luﬂﬁntz.umunt of diffused light, for the purpose of “illu-
“]la.dm 12 the I:lhf!.ll'_l'n'l-'rl- “.“"! ih'li'lll'_‘!ll'f’-ll‘l‘éi the lights and
& =r%1m~ tha lﬂl“f[".’{l'*li?hw imprassion ; :f“r]‘.'“ an old and
Jl'ﬂpu:-tu'ml portraitist, he has "'”_“"'l":m' .E““' U !,l“* plan l,l“
thig EUZ,H 11-'1! secure a patent, not only in America, but i
eatie ut‘rl’" .“...I:UIT:,I: b hea :1_.1!'_-%'!-'[}' lodged i a'.i:-ull]]..l-;: speci-
nuﬂfﬂmT”u \1‘]111:!1 he has obtained the great E“-’lhl- W ¢ must
it I-:n[a. 14t he iz o courageons and a sanguine man, tor by
Wepg ans he can -.-ul‘m-c_:.: his patent or detect 1ninnge-
Very ;E;“J'Wu‘.'ur \':lll]éih]c!l the process Itll'—'.l.l_l.l be, we cannot
: 4D Beo, DBut we u‘ul]‘prm_'n:-.:ul to describe the PTOCCSS,
upﬂrﬂdtiml-lg_uun--_;.:-_.[.l-!,-1315.1_.,- will remember very 1'.'|_~.Ill f little
i 1_!‘_-1' shortening exposures under :.'L*l'{-mnl elreim-
» Which was amongst those ' secret 11'-”3-'?’:'-"5 ' which
illgl PL‘HEII‘T]E. et to know. It was of real 11HH[_'!." in oblain-
ghurpc'ﬂl‘nllﬂ of young children, who required an extremely
f'::rﬂ CXposure, It consisted in L"}lil'-?-‘iil“;f-f the excited |J]:l-1:.
Hlidﬂvmuumut to diffusad Iig]]t hefore lmL.L.ISIJ'_'_: it 1n 1.]11.' dark
ﬁ'd'il'ﬂh'lﬂ 'lflllh-'lr. practised this iEI' gome instances 7..1,-:|th con-
Urpg wit] BuCooss, I:E'r:duf.:ing delicate and satistactory pic-
hﬂ-vu nthl ﬂ:‘munt instantaneous exposures, which would
Whor, : 8TWise required ten or fifteen seconds. The cases
[T Dr:‘“ﬁ most available and ].-u-l-i:_-.l Lht" best l:i-ﬁ_'.l]t-‘*
I "ﬁ'il) raits of fair children in white or light clothing.
i

L

LA

T tha o
.ﬂ lj;:;'“m at all, the deepest sbadows being only dark
tha i 8 the I:_lm:k polish of the Daguerrreotype plate, like
“I“aﬂu " Bl888 in the collodion picture, furnished the deep
W hﬂ-‘r‘q‘ 1t wag possible, with the class of subjects to which

teferred, to materiall y shorten the exposure in the

W SLUB

Wir fithren Wissen.

Been that in such cases no blacks were l'l"-i'-lii'l-‘lll .

| camera, by allowing the whole plate to receive sufficient

light to produce a uniform grey, instead of retaining a uni-
form black, as the starting point of the operations, The
operation might be likened to producing a drawing in
white chalk on a grey ]_‘.ll_r'.l-l'il; the result would not be so
brilliant, becanse the contrasts wonld not be so vigorous,
as a skilfully produced drawing with similar material on a
black board, but 8 more harmonious piceture would be pro-
duced, with much less labour, on the grey, than would be
possible on the black, The same idea was subsequently
proposed in another form for general adoption: it was pro-
posed to accellerate the exposure by whitewashing the
inside of the camera. Such a notion, it will be readily under-
stood, was never put into general practice, as it would only
have tended to produce, in many cases, *at weak pictures
without force il.mll brillisney. The ~".'-'.}_}'Ltii-.:l:|t, which was use-
ful under certain conditions, would have been mischievous

1§ startling enongh, apart from the phrase which | if applied in all cases.
Although, ns it will be seen, the idea 18 not |

The principle of Mr. Gage's plan is analogous to the
momentary exposurs of the 11:1.;;11e:1'r|-:;t:,.']._hj. ]111111*. to diffused
light; but it is different in application. Some may wonder
why a “dodge” which was found useful in obtaining
Daguerreotype portraits of children should not have been
ial'l"““d in working wet collodion. The reason for not
| attempting its application will be very obvious on a
| moment's reflection. In the Daguerreotype process fog was an
|
[

unknown evil; the universal reduction all over the plate
wo term fog, was a trouble introduced with the collodion
process. 'Lhis was AnnOying enough when it:. came ﬁ'_um
any cause, and no photographer would readily risk securing
it by deliberately exposing his plate to diffused light.
Furthermore, from the greater sensitiveness of the collodion
process, the I]I]I.’.’il.li"'tl ﬁ':iﬂ less nectasidly and less I'm.*::”.-]l_*,
for it would be difficult to expose a wet collodion plate to
diffused light, even for a moment, without producing uni-
versal fog ut once,

Mr. Gage has devised a method by which, even with wet
collodion plates, he can utilize a minimum portion of dif-
fused light to sccure a certain end, Having excited and
exposed the plate as usual, or exposed a shorter time than
15 usual, the lens is turned towavds any dark dead surface
for a short time, so that the whole of the plate is subjected
to the weak radiations which are reflected from this suriace.
A screen of about eighteen inches square, covered with thick
black woollen cloth, with a handle about two feet in lﬂtlgth-
is found convenient for the purpose, and 18 held in one 113.1!1([
whilst the cap of the lens is removed with the other. The
screen is kept in motion, so that no image of 1ts texture
| shall be formed on the plate. The time of the exposuré to
| this dark surface varies, according to circumstances, irom one
| fourth of the time of the original exposure to c]m._xhle _thu

time. Instead of submitting the exposed plate to this action
of light, under some circumstances it 18 recommended to sub
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