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KEEPING AND DATING BROMO-IODIZED
COLLODION.

, presseid a conviction that a eollodion con-
8 & fair share of a bromide as well as an iodide wounld
]',if lkeep o long time without deterioration, but was
: by the ripening process due fo aze. The
¥ the . § Tipening in 1.rI.J-' Bspect was :-._--_-._-|,_|_!_-,- JHI.H'J“I.M'H']
Tll[-_ lI[[Ir-:;:I:::i-“.:“LIU BE Llr..gl ak t]]u ‘11]1-_1!,'{;_]-1!:]“;-. ::..,,5_.',__.,‘.'. 1;,:’.
I"u“'-".li-;:;li’l‘.h!. in relation to 11'!'_!.]J:II!-‘_:!E'L:'IJJI_!-'_'. |_.|r'l L[--.-..u:{ lj'|!j;::
or ¢l '_'_‘_ |”‘”.‘-5"‘»]1=L~.~'lu':-h' : |HJ[. tho !:'-*Ia-*.lnln irom logring,
Bols . - CHcumstances then detailed, 18 by no means the
0 the greatest advautage secured by age. In
8 goveral ether very speciic improvements in the
of the collodion are effected, and, besides increased
58, & more homogeneous and even film, a more bril-
i [{-h o and .'I.]f"-ni:- increased 4-:_:'...='iti".'|=.n-_-.~c~: are attained.
1 increased sensitiveness will be grested
e ineredulity by some photographers,
Dl of Bensiliveness 'l.'|'|‘||LLIIH'I"'F:-.=i1' ol 'll::'l'l,- has ]]u:::-n
l-']]r;.tuwl_l the i"!'llllll.lrl-|l|:p’ receivel l.'.I.I||||:|1:~' of collodion
nﬂ’.‘{_l-aﬂ?L 'lrph-j': and with good reason. From eanses un-
ll}lutﬂ,r} h"”"'{ to trace, the first ten years of collodion
1.-.-|1-.!=“1[='E|_}' in this country was marlked by an influence
Nally retarded its legitimate progress. The uso
. Hieg jn negative collodion, now acknowledged as of
importance, was then under a ban. Certain makers
Undoubted excellence used iodides only, but kept
I_m":']-"] ||1l'll-|i'l1.~4_ui' l]n-i:_' formula I,'_;'!"Il"l'._i.ll.'ﬁ_'. 1I,'u|-l:||i.~c1.-i and
i IT(! odion, taking 1."". bt II'I!HIHJ:H“IH] the ;;];1.1-|.l_.L
Standard, strove to imitate it, emulating its defects
Fu W8 merits, instead, as teachers, of setting up a
2 1{,1,”&1“]“'-11' It |«. true .”“I'L vory early i]_rl'l::l."i Dr.
iy ;% Published a formula in which the bromide played
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J.jurrmlmrmm‘ part, Bir John Herschel, Mr. Crookes, Mr.
I tU[.{lTlrl ‘f'L]"-"H. advocated the use of bromides, alone or
0 .'IT““:“”“ with iodides. DBut still iodized collodion
ritil.:H E:Ljr: ““?' gt I'r-:.':':n'i.!h'hl._ if not thie ".'p'ia-il_-:-iﬂ., autho-
th EJHH!“”‘”}' advocated iodides alone, and condemned
i Pt bromides; and the time was when we stood alone

)
iﬁdlritﬁi inJ”““m]J-‘*iﬁ a8 the advoeate of bromides as well ns
Al y,1- hegative collodion,

: IIH+ 188 been changed, and the use of bromo-iodized
Ut o s versal.  But the old idea has not passed away
i g “AVing some traces of its influence behind it. As a
Witk Smply jodi. T R e
llt'llln C J 1odized collodion is in its most sensitive state
ﬂi“ ﬁﬂ“hti.;llj' Or two after it is iodized, and daily becomes
i ® Ot e '1_1” bime, it is simply useless, a few months being
ILI'f r i] l l.l..l_'i.ll]ig l'iJ]IL'- .[IJIJ]]H W
g ong o Ok,
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uch it is of any value
: Hence the habit was established of send
li]ﬂ‘:n collodion and its iodizer in separate bottles,
E-E"U”“Hrhl- be “-E-IE'_.' d from time to time as 1'1_-11ui_rl.-d.

g got I'-'F“]-}’ lor use than would be used in a
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_p]su'..-. in the pPresenes of ]H'l_il'l]"l-.:i'!;ll]i‘.ll_‘..-},

acquired a habit of believing in the danger of using old
collodion. Now we repeat a conviction which we have
| expressed before, and which is baszd on careful experiment
and long observation, that a properly made bromo-iodized
collodion will keep good ready for use, and without loss of
sensitiveness, for years; that it is in all cases better for keep-
ing for some months ; and that an injurious decomposition
ill-|||i|.i11 collolion often takes place which dozs not take
We are not now
nbout to discuss any theory of the subject, but are conlining
ourselves strictly to facts. Weshall for the present content
ourselves by narrating some interesting facts in the exXpi-
rience of others, merely remarking that they are quoits
corroborated by our own experiment and observation,

[ the brief narrative we subjoin we shall avoid the men-
tion of names, for obvious reasons. The details were recently
related to us by a photographer of very preat skill and

| high reputation himself, as some experience he had vepeated

and conhirmed, related to him iJ}' another photographer
whose work 18 admired, and whose skill is 't-l'i-"lill‘f:'“'].l!:iHI:FL
thronghout the world. Some nine or ten years ago the latter
gentleman, having accepted a commission from a publishing
house to produce some photographs of scenery some thou-
gantds of miles from England, proceeded to his destination

with a ,“_'J'-.:--.:l'] stock of the collodion in the I'E:'-'ul:'”":r-' l"..'-[}llt-l'l‘.ti'.il'u
at home. Unlike a good Madeira or sherry, the collodion
did not improve with a sca voyage, and his first attempts to
uhtain 1_|I.I'.-_1"]1[:L||ll.‘ negatives were o lamentable failure, U:l.}'
alter day passed in futile attempts to obtain decent results,
without success. Fresh baths were made up, fresh deve-
lopers prepaved, fresh bottles of collodion mixed; and,
alas ! fresh falures incurred, Satished from exhaustive
examination that the collodion was the real delinguent, he
was for the time, unfortunately, not nearer to an end of his
difficultivs, as, knowing the evil, he had no idea where to
find a remedy. He was working many miles from a town
of any kind, and ten years or more agzo collodion was not one
of the articles L'ul:nuurd_',' i-'.u]-t even 1n towns of impurtilm‘t!.
Fortunately, he ascertained that a chemist in a town at sixty
miles’ distance kept some photographic materials, That
| evening he took train for the town in question, and obtained
of the chemist two samples of collodion for which he was
agent., Ieturning to his work, after having travelled one
hundred aod sixty miles, the lirat Lhiug in the morning he
tried a }bi:ltl.'. with one of the H._l,hl;i,‘l]:'.*i of collodion. The
negative was perfect—the first perfect one of the scenery he
had travelled thousands of miles to photograph. Each nega-
tive in succession, out of this bottle of collodion, was in all
respects satisfactory, and, when ib was hinished, once more the
Journey was taken, "The second sample was not Eﬂﬁt'“d- the
| tirst haviog proved everything that could be desired ; and
the whole stock of this kind which the chemist posseseed
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