W SLUB

Wir fiihren Wissen.

Arryy, O 1868.]

b

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC NEWS,

177
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THEEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY.
BY HOMER FELLOwS ™

Tazory and practico are two saparate and distinet principles, as
oppogite as the day-dreaming thinker and the busy, bustling
workman * ATl _1.'1'1 r||r'_‘..' fira I'".i'II_'illi.f]*"I. for the workman often
alters and adapts the dreams and theories of the thinkar, for his
own practical purposesz, that would otherwise be lost for general
benefit.

This philogophical fuct is evolved and proved by the consi-
doration of two of the most important sabjects that affect the
photographic craft at the present time,

There is a wide-spread desire among thinking photographers
to class the photographie art with the fine arts, and there iz &
universnl wish to check the depreciation in the valoe of photo-
graphic labour which seems occasionally to overrun us, affright-
ing the timid and earrying dismay to all. The frequent

reference to thesa two subjects in the columns of the
journals is the best proof of their importance ; but whether
| the art can be clazzed and eonsidersd as one of the fine
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i]T‘ for Printing, =
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Ef:t rid “i,‘l”' 12 glass, Il-_ will be :I}|]lII!. Wl'_:'][.‘fr ll:ulh;'lé«".]ll-_' I1-:-
P1Emﬁﬂtv 18 small :ur-|rr||h5-]-.'~x_'.-.'lm_-h form between the
Intg .MH[ 'L]l_t*- glass. To avoid this, put the glass first
pupr‘,r"f; pan of }:ic‘ln‘urn‘ﬂ.: solution, then the pigmented
timg Pigment side down. Let it remain for the proper
tiiﬂgu“.]:‘r:r 3 _‘-hl'w' minntes), and then lift the glass with the
ig weod OB 16 There is not the slightest difficulty in doing
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Ler ) necessary to remove the paper; it 18, in fact,
By I:pl-lw'll:”' on. After exposure, plunge into cold water,
Wity ll.:-: & few minutes peel off the paper. Finish with
PF"':-'! ® WArm gs may be found necessary.—Philadelphia
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) practical pholographer who engages in the business
fur a livelihood, or will be judzed to be a mechanical busginess,
to be earried on by ru'e and line, as it too frequently is, will
probably remain an open subject for debate for some time fo
coms, nofwithslanding th# frequent expositions that may be
made on the subject,

Those who are engaged in photographic work, that ever
dwell npon thae subject, will probably believe that beauty and
grace in position, or softness of shading, is wasted upon the
awkward Hiberninn whose early eduocation has bean much
neglected, and unless his hands are posed directly to the front,
with no erook nor subsidence in either shoulder, the work will
probably be rejected as bad; and the soft shadows, scarcely
perceptible, and prized so highly for their delicacy, will be
greeted with the remark, * Be jabers! and my face is not
dirty I  On the other hand, customers of taste and judgment
may require all the finest display of a man’s artistic ability, and
bring forth hidden genius as fully as senlptore or painting on
canvns ; but the photographer who eonsiders all who enter his
:"-':'“":'."' witli money i1 puran as "';_'Ij'ia-i1 to hia mill," wholher
Teutonie, Hibarnian, or Italian, will find, in the endeavour to
galisly and gralify his customers, that the theory of photo-
graphy ag a fine art will pive way to the endeavour to pleasa
s customers, and photography as a fine art suffers,

Notwithstanding this, photography is one of the fine arts.
From the amateur or vhotographer who is able to say, * 8Sit as
| place yon, and be content,” great conceptions of the beanty of
the human form and face may be evolved ; his own capalility
will be developed, and the mspirations of genins may be evoked,
but it will be at the expense of a photographic business,
The business man pleases his customers, the artist pleases
himsell.

One cannot but envy those whosa lot it is to pholtograph
nature in the open fields, among the whispering troes, near iilm
lanrhing brooks, where beanly may be wviewed in manifold
agpects, and where they may choose their own with none to
gainsay its truth, for God made 1f. There the artist may luxn-
riste, feeding his mind, and ever gaining grander and nobler
thoughts from the contemplation of the Ureator’s magnificent
handiworlk,

But the commercin] value of one's worle, how shall that be
regulated ? By what proeess shall one receive a just compensa-
tion for the combined labour of l""].f and mind that 18 nnder-
Eromne E’."- the |-.=|-L‘|H.;','I'=:|l||i-' art-student ? r|'h-.'||rl1_,' has 1t that a
grand combination may be made of the eraft, setbing a value
upon each and every style of pieture made, and thus sacuring
to all that equal proportion of profits which each thinks himself
entitled to. But practical experience proves that there are
il]'l.l'a'."ll'l':i  hlack :-1.||'-:1:-," who wait until ]||'§|_'L=:-; anre I‘[:g!l]ur]_f
established, and then suddenly announce, * Card photographs,
$1.50 per dozen!™ * Whole-sized photographs for $1.001™ to
say nothing of those extraordinary persona who offer four,
twelve, sixteen, and even I:.I':T',' Fem i:-i-‘.ll::'l_':-'u fr_r:L' twenty-five
cents ; and therenpon ensunes a rush to their galleries, I.{Il.li thair
neighbours, sick with envy, commence to lower their prices,
an*il it is .:L |J|_|l'.|||'.1|_.|ll-.|.|'_r :cr.-'.‘u'.‘lll']" who shall make ]ujuh[rmg at
tho lowoat ﬁ_-r::['”'._l: without |'-:-,¢_:;1nl to I'|'Ii.|l|.|.1:|-' or 'i.LJ*-uj Yet for
Human nature will always be
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