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MR, McLACHLAN'S DISCOVERY.
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B Perip, G three months' preparation necessary for an

g o E-E:rt":l 'f'_'-;"lif'“-‘i'at"l{ﬂl of Mr, McLachlan’s mode of work-
Oltf of l']ucwunh on his recent communication may ‘]IL'IE-1 e
With the 'I,'l,rll.1[ “lﬁ candid, '-'?ll[z-']_lril|~'.|_lll manner ol c::ugi,]mg
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Arg g Outspoken rejoinder. Complimentary platitudes

E|.l|.[*.rl-“:l:J ]r;g Place under such cireumstances. They would be
dig tui \KE to Mr, McLachlan and to photographers. It is

[{j’l]:'[l'i”.nhﬁ},]]:! that if this gentleman be .I'-I:_:]ll: fin un-
il I],_.u]_ﬂ_"* ““j inowledgment should be made of the fact ; that
ot 1'1'?“1[.1_:_:'_, his error ghould be nnhesitatingly LF':‘”L""E
For ¢}, ;“l: \‘-Iu have already said, we give Mr, McLachlan credit
hﬂ, ]-Lhw'l:"“‘l: llf.']'fu__'l:L ]Iuil-.'.«:i-l':r' of ildﬂI!I]L_-HI and not m;]J,' [3'11'i|.1.'.
UArnpgt ‘_l_ l‘f'-,'fr of Mot ve, “rt:‘hurfl-'h:_h11:-1 to have been an
Sy E'”:WTI!EL'HL{{ experimentalist ; and the effort
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a ;1::'[;”1':']5 he lh'li'::r'.'-':-'. to F:lc.: irI]i.I:'.II:'L:I'II[- to the progress
& ki ully =l_laf] [r-'::];,r |:~ir.-r:~ his |':I.I‘|-||I".':l, ought to
b 3 W to their careful attention, If he be proved to
* T Han ;‘-fﬁﬂf- and the mortification ars all his: [.J' [
At “l'q;-i “'_-'—.5.“-“-1 18 that of the |1]§--Iu'_§|'.:.ph|:' community,
faky iset, however, we L[n.'lu:.' in the strongest terms the
M: hfg;llnll] extent of the ignorance and incapacity which
try H“L;-’;ﬂltl:tul attributes to i]!:l_rl.l:}l:';.“ll_.]I]]l'l'.:: ,'—,.’"”'Jl'il][}' and
iy L];[,‘-m“‘”‘i Journals. On theorctical questions we
Poingy “_FL Buch remains to be determined; on practical
1|'i'|;| HI:I A ‘|

on . . : i . ?
hmn ) 1ave thankfully received information which would

ddmit that uncertainties at times exist and that |
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- blest, men -
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bhyg ;'[.El::.m;\ﬂl] 1IFIJUIU51'£1P|&LI__‘1‘.¢5 of any position are groping in
}-I{r'hE*‘i'-L'h ﬂthf or E!]_‘II_:_:HlI[l;{ with the vagaries which Mr,
i"-“’::-iir 1..._“ 80 forcibly pictures, and we simply appeal to
of dny ,-]13' J to his allegation. Let us examine the practice
r“.-hﬂ.:[_ ! "-"1:-0,"-:11'.’1];&11-1- whose name and work are konown.
Bitg quL]Ui -Il.m””j-“' Dedford. When he travelled in the
Modigy, IE; "t‘_“-‘ﬂ of Wales in the East, working the web
!ilﬂ‘icumu? OCess on large plates, under the greatest possible
1 nhru":lﬂ lI]H{lll"r’{ltlL:tHuﬁ_ without the power of remain-
% W'-’ifji ii:]l_ : vﬁf L’l.ld:ll Euhlp_'l_'t as he U}lﬂﬁl_‘, without ﬂ_lu power
Wng if {'* ‘¢ Beene of any negative to repeat his opera- |
g o :Luwimmﬁ‘-"hll he fail, or return without a good pic-
‘-'ﬂrjtml.}, E{r.[{im of the importaut objects visited? On the
Mot “—‘!ri'u:.:l, fought home, after his hurried trip, one of the
duﬁi]'{:&} chary tfullilt'ill.'rll.'j of Eastern scencry that could be
Aleyay t.h.]:mf:r'n}i-‘* i:lal-Lr.u'n;; and perfect as 1|]:_L:-Lu5n_111]1a~:.
Mr- “rank (3 ll' wcultics, there was the practical issue,
L, Euﬂ'iﬂ.n 0ol hasg recently repeated a very similar task,
for years past, in mountain and valley, |
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crowded street or lonely glen, worked with a precision of

which the number and excellence of his published works are
the best evidence. We might extend the list to include the

| name of every landscape photographer of position, and we

especially mention these because working in tents and with
travelling equipments involve difficulties little dreamt of in
the studio. ‘Lhen, if we were to mention the portraitists
who, in daily practice, produce in regular succession any
number of perfect negatives, we might fill many columns of
these pages.

Mr. McLachlan's allegation as fo the absence of informa-

| tion in the journals we might be content to pass without

comument, as probably done without thought of the insult it
conveyed to the gentlemen of the highest rank as chemists,
artists, and practical photographers, who have from the
commencement contributed the results of their study and
practice to societies and journals, If the journals have been
deficient in information it must bo because the ablest men
connected with the art are either incapable or dishonest, for
there is not an illustrions name in photozraphy which has
not been attached to contributions in the journals. We are
afraid that this allegation, like some others, was the offcome
of imperfect knowledge. We asked Mr. McLachlan what
journals he had been in the habit of reading ; and learnt
that, until very recently, he had not been a reader of the
Puoroararmic News!

Wi were reminded of the ancedoto of a chemieal student
calling upon Faraday with a discovery he alleged he had
made. * Have you read the published authorities on this
subject " Faraday asked. " No; believing 1 had made an
important discovery, I did not like to waste time in con-
sulting books,” was the response. * So,” responded the
zreat philosopher, ¥ you come to waste my time by bringing
under my attention experiments which are already well-
known, and published. In future, when you think you
have made a discovery, before announcing it, make yourself
master of what has already been published,”

OUn the subject of uncertainty in working let us not be

| migunderstood : every photographer has occasional diffi-
culties ; but the more prudent the practice, the fewer the
cccasions, as we shall presently show,
the circumstances necegsarily involves occasional uncertainty.
The |1]=L:Ln:l_{1'r:|::hm' works with materals pmpm‘ml for him of
the exact nature or condition of which he can never be l}uiiﬂ
certain, The soluble cotton is a material peculiatly liab

slight variations of constitution ; the ether and aleohol l[lil-'-li'u-
liarly liable to traces of varicd impurity, and l}cuuliml_j' iable
to change ; and these, when mixed and iodized, are llﬂblﬂ_ to
other and COI l}h-}; ;_-hfm:r_;{-p_.z []upﬂufu]]t Ol conditions and t.l!'.I.IE.
of keeping, Although pure nitrate of silver may be easily
obtained. and a Hq_u;.l[ bath |11:-|.L|L‘.r that bath must—however
l)f-!l'fvirb the materials, however comprehensive the know-

The very nature of
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edge employed—be constantly changing in constitution,
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