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As we have already said, there
not unknown with the collo-

dion process, and it would be unfair to reproach the new
for a defect which belongs also to the old. Our American
iriends may take it as an absolute truth, that 1n J'Jm'-:.p:;
the gelatine processis an accomplished fact, and they will
have to bestir themselves if they do not want to be dis-
tanced by the old eountry.

"r"r"”l"."""”'.""'.":"’_'.-' Sea-Hirds. —Without in ANy way ré['.l:';l-::lfi[]g
from the merit of Mr. Chadwick's photograph of Aports-
man shooting sea fowl, we are inclined to think that with a
gelatine plate of only moderats rapidity it is comparatively
easy to secure pictures of sea-birds on the wing. Dwellera
on the sea coast are perfectly familiar with the epectacle of
gulls remaining apparently motionless in the air, especially
when the wind is |1|-:-,|'n'i.'i|-_i.'7r| b I':JHE_I::}-I This Phﬂ;:._-.nn-.um] has
Iately attracted the attention of scientific men, and a variety
of theories bas been put forward to account for it. Mr. R,
Proctor, for instance, believes that the trne explanation is to
be found in the enormous propelling power of a bird's wing,
by which it acquires & momentum needing only a few light
movements of the wings to sustain it in mid-air, and cause
it to progress. Sir William Thompson, on the other hand,
speaking on this subject at the meeting of the British
Association at Glasgow, was of opinion that in still air, if a
bird held its wings inclined at a small angle toa horizontal,
it would descend in an oblique direction ; but if tho air be
in motion, ora velocity equal, but a direction to, that of the
bird, it wounld deseend slowly in a perpendicular direction.
sSuppose, however, the air-current or wind had an npward

' caused, for instance, by having to pass up theslope
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make use of this upward force to counteract its downward
tendency, and thus remain supported by the upward current
in & fixed position. Which of the two theories be correct
wa are uuable tosay, but the fact undoubtedly remaing that
gulls, kestrels, and other sea-birds have the [r:..'.r.'._-r.-n”I-”]ig;Eng
themselves quite motionless, and therefors to photograph
them is not nearly so wonderful as it appears.

Lanidern Eutertoinments, —, El,l:.l'u_..---.; of u_‘-:;-].“_r_:i ons at magie
(we beg Mr. Dallmeyer's pardon—¢ optical”) lantern
entertainments, we remember onco L-L-iu;_; present when
there was an explosion, or rather a series of explosions,
ariging from a cause which it may be said is very rave,
but is etill likely to happen, even with the most care-
ful and well regolated lecturer. (In this instance
we may premise the explosions were of the most harm-
less character, as they were gimply eonfined to the
laughter of the audience. The lecturer was expatiating
upon a foreign tour he had made, and, to render his dia-
course more interesting, had it illustrated by lantern slides,
}':\'L't'l'f”litl_'_{ would have goné oflf wall had 1t not been that
the operator at the lantern had bis own ideas as to whore
the illuatrations should come in, and these ideas, unfortan-
ately, did not quite eoineide with the arrangreamaeant of the
gubjects in the lecture, T'he audience were at firaf puzzled
by a picture of Mont Blane being deseribad as the Bay of
Naples, and the Great Pyramid as the leanine Tower of
Pisa, and a few others equally incongruous, but eventually
they got perfectly accustomed to these eccentricities, and
the chief amusement consisted in wondering what would
come up next, especially as the lecturer every now and
then appealed to the operator despairingly to boe a little
more careful. Three or four views absolutely did come

|i_;_-'_|.|.I and then the lecturer. in :-i.n'_:ll':'||_"[];i||_l_||' like .'-:[!z'lrlbill'g.",
turned to his manuseript, and as he could not have his oye
L ||'l.‘. pajer and on the screen at the same time, he WaS

obliged to leave his assistant to his own devieces, with the
result that, while the former was eloquently deseribine the
picture of -1|||_l Cenei, the latter was calmly exhibitine the
portrat of ]_’i[[;':; | :"-;r This was too much for both :'lilil.il'll_l'.l'!
and lecturer, and the discourse came to a very speedy end,
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