ake

Juiy 6, 1883, ]

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC NEWS 4121

will be made to this, for what is wanted is & better result,

:l':d the sitter who comes to the studio the second time in
.19 Bame dregg, willing aleo to sacrifice the first negative, has,
concluded, 4 legitimate right to be re-taken free

; Whereas it is found in practice that persons who
will, when the announcement is made, hesitate
a¥e & negative destroyed, and will rather pay a fee to

m“’ it preserved, lest the second venture should not prove
'800d a8 the firgt.

h“‘ conclugion, photographers should remember that the
P 1C are Eheir patrons ; every sitter the means, more or less,
°If business increasing or diminishing; every satisfactory
Pt:-l';lﬂ-lt the very best advertisement ; and althongh the order
fow <. ™8y be only for a half-dozen or dozen C.D.V.’s, in a
au? JOATs fime, without a fresh sitting, may be for an
Argement thirty, sixty, or a hundredfold its present value.
ml“ﬁ considerations wiil help him, even with the best of
-M:l:’ uot to hold the reins with too hard a hand.
= Ough there may be a few characters in creation who
th“‘ﬂﬂ 81t 83 many times as the operator chose to let them,
: °Y may be classed as units ; the vast majority consider the
h?"l_hnn 88 & trying ordeal, and it behoves the photographer,
" M8 own sgke as well as for theirs (especially in these
b:“ of dry plate manipulations), to make sure of the result
: fore “¥ery sitter leaves his establishment, and not to be
rﬂﬂﬁ“‘? by the mad boast of those who never know the
0

the day’s operations till the sun has disap peared
'om the geene,

-

WITH THE ECLIPSE EXPEDITIONS.
BY (., RAT WOODS.
B Caroline Island, April 20eh, 18883,
¥ the afternoon of March 42nd, our instruments had al]
i removed from the Bolivia on to the U.8.8. Hartford,
nd we followed them in the steam launch belonging to the

ter vensel, Wo naturally expected that we should have

ave to put up with many little inconveniences on board
of a man-o'-war, wh

here the carrying of passengers is some-
wi'irha.lt-L out of the ordinary routine, and, so far as photographic
WOrk was concerned, | expected few facilities for anythin

of that kind, | arranged that my dark-tent should always
be handy for changing plates, and was fully prepared to
rest contented with even that convenience. We were des-
tined, however, to be very agreeably disappointed, The
arrangements that had been made for our eomfort eonld
searcely have been bettered. Captain Carpenter, U8 N,
Fa.m Usa very hearty weleome, the officers readily entered
%0 the object of the expedition, and, in fact, every man on
h;-"ﬂrd Seemed pleased with the cruise about to be under-
bmin, and its object. As to photographic matters, I was
bie Iipllauau!ialt;l. and astonished, Scarcely had [ set faot on
Ke rd, when I waa * button-holed,” 8o to speak, by Dr,
thﬂﬂnﬁdy, the chief surgeon of the vessel, who asked me a
o fmi gueatmna relating to photography, and whom I
Ry oun to be one of the most enthusiastic amateurs [
“h“hmat* So energetic was his attack that [ hardly know
er I felt most flattered or scared by it ; and when he
himﬂ ma to go down and develop a couple of plates for
dons “LJ' astonishment reached ita climax, Following him
trogy elow, I was led into the apothecary’s shop, and in-
aémd to that gentleman, Mr, Le Fevas, who had put a
The Téen over the porthole, and had prepared the solutions.
Was plenty of room for the necessary manipulations,
Proog ® array of dishes on a side bench Possessing a water-
Teqey Covering, the rows of bottles against the walls,
home ;‘fﬂy and stirring.rods at my elbow, made me fee] at
&t « I felt I had fallen into right good company,
tanegy 0 ﬁhtaa I had been asked to develop were instas.
o EE Ot8 at a group of sea-lions, takén by the doctor
A Orenz0. They were well ex poged, and taken from g
ﬁﬁ : Polng uj' view, both turning out
Plﬂintgt,h ensity, the plates were so thin, T he chief com-
% used to be brought against English commereial
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Wir fithren Wissen.

good pictures, but | §

plates was their thinness and absence of uniformity; but
many of the doctor's plates, which are from one of the
best American makers, are thinner than any I have seen.
The emulsion ia good, and the plates are coated evenly,
but the image is through and well visible from the back
long before its proper time.

Looking through the doctor’s negatives (he had, by-the-
bye, only been six months at it), I thought he was greatly
to be pitied, for his subjects were excellent from an artistic
point of view, and seemed to have been rightly exposed ;
but scareely one of them possessed good printing density,
and others were ghostly. He had really had no oppor-
tunity of doing justice to his artistio training. Knglish
makers of gelatine dry plates, in spite of the many com-
plaints brought against them, have as yet nothing to fear
from American competition, even in the United States.
But, as I have said, the quality of the emulsion was good,
and if nsed less sparingly would bring the question of
English versus American plates down to a mere competition
in price. The marine officer on board is also an_amateur
photographer, and has taken some nice pictures in a little
instrument designed for snap shots. I venture to prophesy
that there will be more photographers among the officers
when they go on their next eruise,

The Hartford, though small compared with some of onr
own warships, is one of the best in the American navy ;
and when I say that the eruise has been charming, [ am
but feebly expressing the fact. Wind and weather seem
to have been made expressly for us, and the vessel has been
steadily moving under sail almost throughout the entire
journey. ‘T do not think that the Hariford has ever been
on a scientific expedition before, but some of the officers
have, 1 believe, been on other vessels that have taken
parties out—e. g., to see the Transit of Venus in 1874.

Thia calls to my mind a little aneedote in connection with
that event. America, not having, like ourselves, a body of
Engineers trained in photography, employed a number of
professionals fully capable ot doing all that was NECessATy
under scientific direction. In one party was a photographer
who seemed to have something on his mind, and, accosting

g | one of the scientific members of the party, he said :

*“ How far away did you say the sun was 2"

** About nivety million miles.”

“ And how far is Venus ?

“ Twenty-five millions about.”

“Then I don't quite see how you're likely to get those

two things in focus at the same time. I guess we had
better go home again,”

It is not very often that one gets a chance of viewin
life on board a man-o’-war, let alone an Ameriecan one, an
I have therefore been improving the occasion. So far I
have been simply taking those spectacles Lhat are least
frequently presented, such as rea ing the Articles of War,
an event which only takes place on the first Sunday in
each month. This umunadp on our second Sunday on
board, but it was rather provoking to find that no good
point of view could be got without having not only one
part of the picture in bright light and the other part in
shadow, but the sun itaal? shining into the lens. Shading
the lens from the sun with a hat, we made the best of it,
and all the plates I exposed were successful, or, at least,
free from flare, even if slightly lacking in detail in one or
bwo places, for, owing to the rolling of the ship, they all
had to be instantandous. Fire-drill, rifle and cutlas prac-
tice, gun-drill, boarding and repelling buardet:n, full
battalion drill to the strains of the brass-band, give one
plenty of material for instantaneous work. The amuse-
ments of the crew—the schoolmaster and his pupils grouped
in & corner or between two of the guns—the men at the
wheel, with the ship's motto, “Go Ahead " ahove their
eads—the smoking corner of the officers—present subjects
or longer exposures. Some of these scenes I have alread y

depicted ; others remain to furnish pastime on the return
journey.
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