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o'clock we were steaming under the frowning fortress of
] Morro, into the harbour of Havana, the capital town of
Cuba.

Cnba, the pearl of the Antilles, of all thosze splendid
provinces which attested to the genius of Colambns : and

the fortunes of the Ezcurial alone is left to Spain, the earligst

and the latest memorial of a brittle glory. Pronounced by
Columbus to be the fairest land the eye had ever razed on,
it is in troth one of the most favoured countries in the
world, both as regards ite charming scenery and its abun-
dant natural resources. Cuba possesses a pumber of the
finest barbours in the world, that of Havana being sur-
passed by Matanzas, and some half dozen others on the
west and morth coasts. The climate, though tropical, is
marked by an unequal distribution of heat at different
periods of the year, indicating a transition to the climate
of the temperate zone. The hottest months, Jaly and
Angust, do not give a preater average than $3-8°: the
coldest, December and January present the mean 60.4° .
the changes, however, are very rapid. More than four-
fifths of the extent of Cuba consists of lowlands, there

being two or three ranges of mountains, & point in the |

mountain group of Sierva-del-Cobra attaining an altitude
of 7,674 feet. Cuba produces, in addition to tobaceco and
coffee, a variety of attractive fruits, among them belng the
pineapple, cocoanut, grape, melon, orange, lime, lemon,
citron, date, banana, fig, zuava, and mango, Its population
ia estimated at 1,50 LOUG, of which some 600,000 are
Cubang or Creoles.

Havana, or Habana, population 200,000, lies on the north-
west side of the island, not far from the Florida Channpel,
and with its long lines of warehouses, its gai y-painted
htﬂlﬂ'.'H, and numerons 51I‘FJ.H;_,{I'IL'p'-fH:'-i]!i[J-'Iill.'l1 charch towers,
presents 4 pleasing picture to the visitor as his vessel wends
its way through the shipping in the commodious harbonr,
The houses, like those of the Spanish Main, are chiefly of
one storey, very ﬂrnli-:]]}' built, with enormous windows,
which in lien of glass casements are protected by brightly.
painted iron gratings, Hackney ocarriages are very
numerovs, upwards of 6,000 heing in daily use : the fare
to any place in the eity being 54, for two persons, the price
per hour 2s. “There are several good hotels and restaurants,

three or four theatres, and numerons churches in the
city.

At nine o'clock my eamera was put into the nitive bont,
and, going ashore at the Cnstom Honse wharf, 1 found the
official had gone to breakfast, and would not return til]
aleven o'clock, another example of the Spaniard’s way of
managing business. There was no help for it, so leaving
my case in charge of the baggage man, I, with others
drove through the town to look at the hotel. The nativegs
somewhat stared to see a long line of car “*L(kcontaining

Wir flihren Wissen.

| attached to a special train, the Capitan General's car

helmet-clad Englishmen and ladies, and a drive of I!.]Jﬂtlt{"-
mile landed ua al the hotel Telégrafo, where we alighbed;
| and at a money-changer's hard by, exchanged some of ofll
bright, clean-looking gold pieces for the dirty, flimsy notes
nged in Cuba, gettine abont twelve of their ilL‘Pl""’%”’tm
paper dollars for each sovereign—five cents. t”ifl“*m"g;
penny. Faney, a bank note for a penny ! We passe

some very fine shops, filled with Spanish, French, Amer:
can, and English goods: and over the marrow bnginess
streete were stretched awninuss of coarse canvas, frﬂ-!ﬁ
which depended swaying painted calica signs, setting fort

the proprietor’s name and wares, The ronghly pave

streets are bordered byside walks, so narrow that two pel=
s0n8 caunot pass each other on them. one having to S6EP
down into the rather steep gutter, There were few or B9
ladies in the street, it not being the fashion for Cubaf
ladies to venture ont unattended. Negresses are mebih
plenty. f

At eleven o'clock T went hack to the Customs wharl
but no officer had arrived : a messenger, however, started
for him, and in a few minutes [ was able to put my traps
in the wailing lobby, and drove abont the town to 8€€
what T could see,

Nothing particularly striking eaused me to erect _'f.;}T
tripod till we were opposite the Fortress of El Morro, Whicth
together with my next attempt, the Cathedral, was backe
by the interminable blue eky, too dazzling bright mlj
clondless for the highest photographic results, In 0€
Cathedral, a bailding in the old Spanish style of archi-
tecture, service was roing on, and being without & E”“.jﬂ‘
[ was unable to find the tomb of Cola nbng, who lies bur b
bere, Hesuming my carriage [ exposed a plate on & skree
| view, and, finding nothing else of interest, closed my tripot
for the day, he

In the afterncon a few of our party visited one of ¢
large cigar factories, and saw the process of man "f""”“ﬁ-
ing cigars by rows of operatives, each seated at long tab Lth;
\fter purchasing a few hoxes, we returned to the hotel -
dine, and in the evening went to one of the theatres, WheTt
hetween the acta of the drama that was bheing *‘L’“E”:' :
some performers gave pleasing representations of 'C’F““fﬂl_
castinet and other dances. The aundience, composed 41
most exclosively of Creoles, was enlivened by the ]‘JT‘EEEI‘_T
of & huge Chinaman, evidently a person of some jlm.mti;
ince, who, from his private box, seemed immensely :
enjoy the performance. Many of ns went on board the
ship to dine; the row off in the conl evening alr was ﬂ:
fightfol, the oara acn ling the vent SPraY
bigh up in the air,
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I'be next morning, atter an early breakfast, 8 “E'Fﬂu
launch called for us, and again, through the inflnened

| mes | TR
| Bome of our passengers, we were able to get onrsel

-

heing
placed at our disposal, At seven o'clock we left the 51:-’:"
tion, on our way to see the celebrated eaves of ”““m"f ;'
at Matanzas, some sixty miles by rail from Havana. _*'U ?[
leaving Havana, we "pn.ae.u-l t-]:mu_-_;h a well f-"ﬂ’"w“,',
| couatry, the erops looking green and healthy, and '.mt';:#
| here and there were sugar mills of large extont. Lod '
| nut and date palms were abundant, and everything seeli
| prosperons and flourishing, a8
At about ten o'clock we reached the city of Matan® 1;
| where we found an admirable breakfast awaiting .U:;fl
arrival. At eleven o'elock, wvolantss were at the door .
we were soon on our way to the Combre Hills an
heantifal Valle de Youmris. From these hills are %9
obtained the best views of Matanzas and the distan® ﬂu;'he
Viewing the cave and the return joarney oceupie! y till
remainder of the day, and the yacht was not reache
nine o'clock at night, the anchor being raised very
afterwards, Stretching away northward we feltt
were, at last, homeward bound. After a
monotonous ran of twelve days, we reached the [slat
St. Michael’s,
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