Feeruary 27, 1891.]

e

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC NEWS,

THE MAGIC LANTERN MISSION.

The rl[!l‘i'.lmpliﬁ_#[l['il editor of the Review ['.uf ﬂgg:,i-'.-lg.g:,q’
amid his various schemes for the help of the poor, has
propounded one which cannot but be of interest to the
photographic world, for it centres round that now
familiar instrument, the optical lantern, and, as

everyone knows, photography has done more to make|

the instrument popular than anything else: for it has
produced, at a marvellously cheap rate, pictures rich in
detail, illustrating all parts of the world, and Every
branch of knowledge, before which the hand-painted
slides of a bygone generation have all hyt disappeared.

The Magic Lantern Mission has a very wide scope,
but its primary object seems fo be to make relicious
services in Sunday schools, chapels, and Sk ot r.-]m?‘n]mn
more popular by means of pictorial 1lustrations. il.
seems to be admitted that in this work difficulties will
A tor 1 s *"'j'”l"“f' that photographs can have but
Fl]ltlt(‘fj application in the illustration of
indeed, hD}"umI ]Jllmtr:lgmpim of the Holy Land, and
lihfi't-jgmp]zm copies of well-known drawings and
paintings, it cannot go, unless the promoters of the
t‘ﬂt("t']{_:n'!'iﬂﬂ are i'JI'L"I':ILhI‘[.".l to 1ncur great expense in the
employment of special artists to draw desiens
or to photograph from living models. Beyond this, it
15 intended that the lantern shall be the Ilt"imv tencher
of a ““democratic university,” and ghgal) help in a
popular system of university extension teaching.
Preaching Friars of the lantern are * ¢4 undertake ;J
establish in every town and large villige g centre of
culture, illustrated history, and polities, which will be
** attractive enough to command the attention of the
corner boy, and yet sufficiently elevated to give
mstruetion to the best informed.”  We learn incident-
ally that a certain tea company hus in cireulation a
two hundred guinea lantern and a set of slides, and
that they are willing to send the instrument and g
¢apable operator to any town desiring a lantern service,
Y payment of expenses to and fro. OFf the l'i!-’..ht-\.'
slides ““there are :ml_',.' three that can be said 1, ‘[,;_.
lLd"-'L'l"ti.r:'-i.‘H‘Jl_‘Iltri of the tea ':_!l:_llll’]ljilili}".'IJ The commereial
aspect of the enterprise peeps out in another place, for
"'-":’L’: hear of a firm of country l':lpt.ii_'iuﬂg it who are
Sincerely devoted to the work of Christian Evangelisa-
tl_UH,” and are delighted to place their lantern at
‘-1131_]0511.]. for £2 per night. We faney that most
ﬂ]l}'lu:i:m!i would be content to provide apparatus for
th_m fum without mixing up & business transaction
With more serious considerations.

The Mission aims high., It 18 l'ight]j stated that
ﬂlrrﬂ.ru 18 room for improvement in the art of colourine
51%4.11:5. There is a need, we are told, for a school q_:i.-
Hl}df‘ painters to be attached to the Mission—not mere
ﬂhd_t' colourers, but painters who feel with and for
their subject, Many other hints and suggestions, which
We have not space to particularise, ate given with regard
to tarrying out the scheme. 3
uir_f.!i ‘i:r'ill thus be seen that the ?'lfugiﬂr]a:mtf_-rn Mission

.8 8t a general system of education by means of
Pletures, and the scheme is one which is sure to prove

for them,
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attractive to those who are not acquainted with what
has already been done in the same direction. In this
respect it resembles the far vaster scheme propounded
by the author of ¢ Darkest England.” But those who
know how largely the luntern is already in use will be
apt to regard the various proposals in the light of what
oar American friends call ** chestnuts,”

We venture to say that there is no town or village
of any size where the lantern 1s not already a most
familiar means of entertainment and instruction. Our
wholesale dealers in lantern slides publish continually
new sets of excellent pictures dealing with every
conceivable subjeet which can teach or interest an
andience., These sets are bought by all the chief
opticians throughont the country, and are let out on
hire, with capital readings written by experienced men,
to amateur lecturers, clergymen, and others, night
after night. It is true that the colouring is sometimes
a little gaudy, but this is merely a question of expense,
Beautifully coloured slides can be had if the artist is
paid a fair sum for producing them, and directly the
demand comes for such pictures it is certain that they
ecan be supplied ; in short, a most complete organisation
for the production and circulation of glides already
exists, and it seems childish that a work which is already
being done so well, and which competition has made so
cheap, should suddenly be placed in untried hands.

As to a new system of University Extension teach-
ing, there is nothing new about it. The suggestion is
another * chestnut.,” Lvery town has its literary
institution or mechanics’ institute. Failing these, it
has some kind of lecture society, where good lecturers
are constantly employed, and where the lantern forms
a feature of the proceedings. The business arranpe-
ments are so well managed that a ticket admitting to
every entertainment of the season can be purchazed for
a shilling or two. But free leetures are also common,
Take, as an instance, those naugurated at the East
Ead by Dr. Barnade, to which an audience of more
than three thousand are attracted every week. In
some places, indeed, we learn on good authority that
the lantern is almost too common. There are so many
amateur workers, and they are so ready to give their
services in oid of charities of various kinds, that the
lantern does not attract as it once did. Of course this
is due, to some extent, to incompetent operators and
lecturers, for unless an entertainment of this kind is
placed in experienced hands, and carried out by means
of good apparatus, it is more dreary than amusing—to
say mothing of the educational part of the work. As
to the use of the lantern in religious services, that, too,
is no new idea. In every optician’s catalogue of slides
long lists of hymns are given, together with such sub-
jects as ¢ The Pilgrim’s Progress,” ‘¢ The Holy Land,”
and a large variety of somi-religious temperance tales.

If these things can be improved, the best way to do
it is to make use of the existing organisation, and to
l}taﬂg the matter in the hands of those who have for
years made a study of the business. To commence
anew on the same lines with amateur producers is to
gourt failure,
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