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PHOTOGRAPHIC CIRCULARS,

Amoxa the advantages of the past, the ¢ good old times
—wWwhich, in one respect at least, deserved their lauda-
tory epithet—was that negative bliss, the absence of
discomfort too frequently oceasioned in the present
by the arrival of the everlasting cireular. Tow often
have wild words wandered from the mouth of Jones,
Who has long languished, expectant of that little cheque,
and anxiously attending its arrival by every post, when
his discovers—brought to him by the careful postman—
HOW a list of the marvellous cures of a new medicine,
and now g description of the advantages to be derived
frn_m becoming at once a member of the Company
{leit['ti:l for impur[iug asses 1nto ﬂ!‘luilll To our
Ancestors these multiplied copies of exposition of |
Mmercantile interest called eirculars, as addressed to a |
eirele or number of persons, were happily unknown.

r. Johnson, in his Dictionary, though in addition to
ﬂ_‘m ordinary meaning of geometrical form, he treats of
Circular lines and circular sailing, is altogether dumb

“_h'ﬁ'llt the cireular, the business ecireular of modern
time

The photographer who wishes to add to the heap
of gold which he keeps at his bankers, it behoves to
® Wary exceedingly in the composition of circulars,
W hui.; 18 the advantage now, in this brazen age of |
“CéPlicism and incredulity, to chatter about b high |
finish » op ¢ artistic ekill 7 ? OF what profit is it now |
to prattle in print in the page consecrated to advertise-
ents of the ¢ finest studio” in Stockwell? What
boots it to talk of the ¢ best portraits ”’ in opur modern
]juhﬂ”“? Of what avail to add that these same
POTtraits are the ¢ most economic” in all England ?

' of what service to challenge to competition the
E.grld 4t large? DPeople are no longer like those
f::ﬂ;: :flﬂrﬂ m:l::!u than the Je u.'a_u?f T]ll?:f-:':'.!_ilr_pni.ﬂﬂ_th‘_.

i, 10 received the word with all readiness of
r;mél:;u]hﬂmaumf is in the air. We have learned

it the genuineness of such L'il'ﬂL.ll:‘]]'ﬁj and

to the wind, to beat the waves, to bay the moon,
to whistle a waltz to a milestone. The public is
as careless of the “ finest studio,” the * best portraits,”
the *‘ cheapest cartes,” as the neighbouring rustics were
in the old fable of the plaintive voice of the shepherd
lad who beguiled his leisure moments by ejaculating
“ Wolf! wolf! wolf!’" when there was no wolf. The
publie is all too wise to be caught by this venerable
bait. Too often have the * best portraits” been
weighed in the scale of family censure and been found
wantin g. Too often has the ** finest studio proved to
be a small, ill-lighted, Ililll]riilut{!ﬂ, and :huughil,' attic.
Circulars conceived in this style serve less to attract
than to repel. They have come fo be synonymous, to
the experienced understanding, of those weird words
which Dante imagined written over the portals of Hell,
What, then, is wanted in a photographic circular,
when such incitements as these have been proved to be
insufficient, and even our *‘ own particular process?
has been discovered to be tobally inadequate to fulfil
the design for which its ingenious parent brought it
into }_IL‘iltt'.;:’“ The answer to this |[L1[*n't.iu11 15 contained
in one word—novelty. Nay, the successful circular
must be like the latest comedy, not only new but alsg
original.

The Athenians and strangers which were in Athens
in the days of Paul were not, probably, the only people
in the world of his period who spent their time ip
nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing,
The saint, for his own purpose, singled them ogt
especially, but the desire of novelty is as strong and
universal in our metropolis 1n the time of our maost
gracious sovereign lady Queen Victoria, as it was in
Athens in the days of the heathen Emperor Nero.,
The yearning avidity for something fresh, which is the
chief principle of attraction in the crowd unable to
fill its heart with gazing at the kyriells of a street
quack, or the gew-gaws used in the coronation of a
queen, may be censured by ministers of the (Gospel as
arguing a worldly, shallow, or unsettled mind ; but it

o distr .
distribute them is but to sow the sand, to preash | 18, nevertheless—by reason, perhaps, of our corrupt
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