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ABOUT SOME LANTERNS,.

,- by far the better adjective to employ.

In what other

L | " - a -
Tag lantern has now become almost as familiar to ama= | way could we deseritbe a lime burner with the jet

teur workers as the camera, but, unlike the latter instru-
ment, it requires great care in working— that is to say,
1f Et be fitted with ime-light.  Much has lately been
Wwritten about its capabilifies as a means of instruction,
ﬂllt} its use has even been advocated as an aid in
religious services. There could be no possible objee-
tion to euch recommendations if the worthy writers

Who wventilate their views would only seek some
dfquaintance with the working of the instrument
itself. This they commonly negleet to do. It is

Sufficient for them that the lantern will be an effec-
tive handmaid to them, and they talk as airily of the
‘Manner in which it is used as if the operation were as
Basy as the spinning of a top. And yet, as all who
ave had any experience with the instrument must
11::!1::51;, the lantern should not be handled by anyone
W 10 the task without several words of eaution.

Lhis universal ery for more lantern work has had
ﬂ?ﬁ T{ﬂ{l result, which, however, in the natural course
Ot things, must be of a temporary nature only. It has

“aused a great influx of rubbish in the shupe of optical |

13“;'3;“3. zjlm'[ the creation of a urrtru'm class of dealers
129 ;:“H‘r S{?nmw]mt less of the ITlHt-runmnt_t.h_;m do
AT customers. It has been. our fortune, within the
'E:::_i.}“—;’ll‘ or 80, to be appealed to by many persons who
Eﬁﬂr.tqu?ught cheap lanterns—at least, they are by
ron hir t}"*”!““ cheap —and “’f_lfl have forwarded or
Prﬂnfun. ¥ 1“51:11_1!1151]]{-_5 to us in f—‘}"‘[‘!'r that we may
‘lﬂtlinﬁ :.n Em L}'[ll]]lul!l\ih'[mu them. This we invariably
to inllr:rl:: itL;' in the first place, because e do not care
Which iqheﬂ. ‘@ number of threatened actions for 1"11&-].
second] - : e common lot -Llf. newspapera to receive ;
“FPﬂTut!:;a '-:fi'luﬂﬂ we have no time for ex periments with
thirﬂ]}. hgt- rich, {tt a glance, we see to be ‘1“.-‘_.11.55; u.m'i
i‘ljurF ’l“rf_.mmaj?; ulﬂ: io tlr{:rt cunr:r to run the nﬁk,UE bodily
With fay]( ooling around,” as the f'-tuu_-rm:mﬁ say,
¥ apparatus, But “ faulty ” is no word to

Heserihe X
¢ some of the fearful and wonderful instruments |

Wl SLUB

Wir filhren Wissen.

attached to the gas supply tubes with solder 7 But we
will not multiply examples, although we could easily
do so. Let it be sufficient to point out that the first
risk run by the aspiring lanternist 1s not from contact
with mixed gaczes, but from contact with one of these
low-class dealers,

We have expressed the opimion that the evil iz only
of a temporary kind, for a man who sells rubbish
becomes known sooner or later, and his trade declines.
But it must be remembered that such traders could not
go on for long unless they had clients ready to patronise
them. Some people—and well-to-do people too—will
take a vast amount of trouble to save a few shillings in
a purchase. There are many well-known dealers in
lanterns who would not, for any sum offered to them,
allow a faulty instrument fto leave their premises.
Their names are known all over the civilised world for
the excellence of their work, for which they charge a
fair price. But the buyer of the type already alluded
to takes mo count of all this. He is deluded by the
specions advertisement of a dealer of mushroom growth,
buys his ]Il“t-f-']'ll, 1'.!:”], when he has found how worth-
less the thing is, is only too glad to sell it at a fraction
of 1ts cost.

An inexperienced buyer is very apt to be deeeived
A caze of this
kind come under our personal notice only o few weeks
back. We were asked to leeture at a large provineial
hall ; a lantern, which was described us ' 2 magnificent
triunial,” being provided by the promoters. Upon
entering the room, this gorgeous instrument at once
attracted our attention, so brilliant was it in its Array
of polished mahogany and lucquercd brass, ** What
do you think of that ?"" said our guide. Our answer
was that we would reserve our opinion until we saw
the instrument at work, whereupon the operator
lighted up his jets, and we handed to him a test slide.
This was a birdseye view of a portion of London, full

by the outside appearance of a lantern.
PI

0 us in this way; ¢ fraudulent " would be | of detail, and as perfect a picture in other respects as
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