8] CUPS AND THEIR CUSTOMS.

their workmanship, and having either an entire lining
of silver, or a rim of silver to drink from, on which it
was customary to inscribe the name of the owner,
together with his trade or occupation. At the end of
the last century, also, glasses were manufactured of a
taper form, like a tall champagne-glass, but not less
than between two and three feet in height, from which 1t
was considered a great feat to drain the contents, gene-
rally consisting of strong ale, without removing the
glass from the lips, and without spilling any of the
liquor,—a somewhat difficult task towards the conclu-
sion, on account of the distance the liquid had to pass
along the glass before reaching its receptacle.

The earliest record we have of wine is in the Book of
Genesis, where we are told, “ Noah began to be an hus-
bandman, and he planted a vineyard,” from which it is
evident he knew the use that might be made of the fruit
by pressing the juice from it and preserving it: he was,
however, deceived in its strength by its sweetness ; for,
we are told,  he drank of the wine, and was drunken.”
When the offspring of Noah dispersed into the different
countries of the world, they carried the vine with them,
and taught the use which might be made of it. Asia
was the first country to which the gift was imparted ;
and from thence it quickly spread to Europe and Africa,
as we learn from the Iliad of Homer; from which book
we also learn that, at the time of the Trojan war, part of
the commerce consisted in the freight of wines. In
order to arrive at customs and historical evidence less

remote, we must take refuge, as historians have done




