S GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

performance of those duties which devolve peculiarly upon
herself. If the mistress of a house be regular in the super-
intendence of her domestic affairs, if she proceed every
day to each department at the appointed time, and never
pass over any neglect, in such a manner as to give the
servants an 1dea that it had escaped her observation ; if, in
short, she be regular herself, her servants must be so too,
and she will find the business of housekeeping a matter of
no difficulty, and of comparatively little labour.

The comfort and respectability of a house depend, in a
great degree, upon the servants. Clean, neatly-dressed,
and well-behaved servants, always impress a visitor with
a favourable idea of the mistress of a house; while it is
scarcely possible not to be somewhat prejudiced against her,
if they be the reverse.

Servants who understand their work, and do it without
being continually looked after, are invaluable; and, as
regards wages, not to be compared with ignorant and in-
capable ones, who perform their services only as they are
directed at every turn. A few pounds a year more to a
good servant is not, therefore, a consideration; the ad-
dition in wages will occasion little additional cost; for, the
bad servant consumes as much as the other, and she wastes
or damages more.

The hours of meals should vary as little as possible ; var-
ticularly the first meal of the day ; for the work may be said
to commence immediately after breakfast, and when that
takes place one hour only, after the usual time, the whole
business of the house is retarded. In even the most
regular families, the time of dining may unavoidably be
postponed. But this should happen as seldom as possible :
for if the dinner ordered for five, be kept waiting till half-
past six, one day, and, perhaps, later still another day,
the cook may be prevented from performing some other
part of her work, for which she had allotted the time; she
will naturally be dissatisfied in having to consume that time
in watching over the dinner; and if the dinner upon
which she has, perhaps, exerted her utmost skill, be spoiled
by waiting, she may be excused if she reproach herself
for having taken so much trouble in its preparation. If
the trial of her patience and temper be repeated, she will
soon take little interest in pleasing her employers ; she will




