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vants may do great injury by using improper things to
polish plate, or by rubbing it too hard, for that may bend it.
Plate should be kept covered up, when notin use, to preserve
1t from tarnish. Tea pots, coffee pots, sugar bowls, cream
jugs, candlesticks, and all large things, each in a separate
bag of cloth, baize, or leather; a lined basket for that
which is in daily use, preserves it from scratches. Where
there 1s neither butler, nor housekeeper, to take charge of
it, the mistress of the house usually has the plate basket
taken at night into her own room, or that of some one of
the family, where it may, occasionally, be looked over and
compared with the inventory, kept in the basket. If a
spoon or any article be missing, it should be immediately
inquired after; the effect of this will be that the servant
who has the care of these things will take more care of
them for the future. Tt has happened to us to have spoons
found, at different times, in the pig-sty, which had been
thrown out in the wash. If they had not been discovered
there, the servant, who was only careless, might have been
suspected of dishonesty,

To clean Plate.

Having ready two leathers, and a soft plate brush for
crevices, and the plate being washed clean, which it always
should be first, rub it with a mixture of prepared chalk,
bought at the chemist’s, and spirits of wine ; let it dry, rub it
off with flannel, and polish with leather. I find this the
best way of all.

Much of the labour necessary to keep tables in good
order might be saved, if mats were used, when jugs of
hot water are placed on the table; and, also, if the servant
were brought to apply a duster, the instant any accident
had occurred to cause a stain. For this purpose a clean
and white duster should always be in readiness. Rosewood
and all polished, japanned, or other ornamental furniture,
18 best dusted with a silk handkerchief, and wiped with a
soft leather. China and all ornaments dusted with clean
leathers,

So little furniture is now used which is not Frencl 70-
lished, that I shall only give the plainest receipt I know of,
for cleaning mahogany. Take out ink spots with salts of
lemon; wet the epot with water, put on enough to cover
it, let it be a quarter of an hour, and if not diE&PIJ&ﬂrﬁd, put



