JOHANNES GERBERS BUCHBINDERARBEITEN
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everything suggestive of fa ctory production so that,
as he himself once said, he could dedicate himself
exclusively to the “pure and beautiful handicraft”
of which he is indeed o past master. It is not tech-
nical ability alone that gives his bindings their own
peculiar charm and value but the artistic style they
display also. This is best seen in the moderation
and wise reserve with which he makes use of his
craftsman’s tools to preduce an organic and uni-
form whole worthy of the best book art. Gerbers'
bindings are very frequently made of quite ordi-

nary material, nor do they display any attempt
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